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MOVE TO MAY 2015 WILL 
‘REVITAUSE’ EVENT AS... 

Food and drink 
festivcil decides to 
take a gap year! 


A special funeral in Cowbridge 


THERE will be no 
Festival of Food 
and Drink in 
Cowbridge this 
year - after the 
organisers took the 
decision to move 
the event to May - 
saying that atten¬ 
dances at the last 
two festivals were 
affected by bad 
weather. 


REPORT by 
PHILIP IRWIN 


Bringing the event 
forward to May 2014 
has been ruled out, so 
organisers are now 
looking to set a date for 
a weekend in May 
2015. 

Last year’s festival - 
which marked the 10th 
anniversary - suffered 
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because the weather 
forecast predicted very 
heavy rain and winds 
on the Sunday. 

The ‘St Jude Storm’ 
was predicted to arrive 
with high winds and 
torrential rain. 

Ironically, the actual 
weather on the day was 
reasonable - the storm 
did not hit the Vale 
until the Monday - but 
by then visitors had 
made other plans. 

At the time, the festi¬ 
val chairman, John 
Davies, predicted a 
loss. 

Speaking last week, 
Mr Davies said: 

“We’ve enjoyed a 
hugely successful 10 
years of the Cowbridge 
Food and Drink 
Festival, but we have 
come to realise that 
certain conditions are 
preventing us growing 
even further and 
attracting a wider audi¬ 
ence. 

“In moving the date 
to May, we hope to 
attract new sponsorship 
and interest in the festi¬ 
val in 2015, and even 
more support from the 
local community and 
town’s traders who we 
rely on to work so 
closely with us.” 

He said that the 
event, which is run by a 
volunteer committee, 
costs over £60,000 each 
year to stage. The loss 
in 2013 - at £23,000 - 
was “substantial” - and 
the weather was clearly 
a major factor. 

The costs of the fes¬ 
tival include marquees, 
the free park and ride, 
logistics and site man¬ 
agement, radio and 
newspaper advertising, 
insurance, festival 
entertainment, and 


proving extra toilet 
facilities. 

These have to be 
met, in the main, from 
ticket sales, and the fes¬ 
tival committee 
believes that taking 
advantage of the spring 
climate will attract 
more visitors - and also 
more sponsors. 

A grant from the 
Vale Council, given 
through the early years 
of the festival, was 
always intended to be 
gradually phased out, 
and this has now come 
to pass. 

Mr Davies conclud¬ 
ed: “We see this change 
as a very positive thing, 
and a real opportunity 
to revitalise the festival, 
drawing even more vis¬ 
itors to Cowbridge and 
generating higher 
income and economic 
growth for the region in 
the process.” 



‘AUSTERITY 
MEASURES’ 
ARE BLAMED 
FOR TAX RISE 

THE news had been heavily signposted, 
and this week it was confirmed that the 
Vale faces a 4.5 per cent rise in council tax, 
writes PHILIP IRWIN. 

The final decision will be taken at a full 
council meeting, but the Vale Council 
cabinet agreed to the rise when it met on 
Monday (February 24). 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


ABOVE: This beautiful hearse carried local 
horsewoman Mavis Parfitt to her funeral in Holy 
Cross Church yesterday (Wednesday). Mrs 
Parfitt, who died at the age of 79, won many 
Royal Welsh equestrian classes, and continued 
to ride out until shortly before her death. 
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"Rural Vale’s 
hypocrisy over 
housing plans’ 


N OW that the 
housing rep¬ 
resentation 
forms have been 
published on-line, it 
is interesting to 
note how many res¬ 
idents living in the 
rural Vale and the 
surrounding towns 
and villages of 
Barry have asked 
for Weycock Cross 
to be included in 
the LDP. 

This is a case of sour 
grapes on their part, as 
they try to shift the em¬ 
phasis from their com¬ 
munities on to an 
already overburdened 
Barry. 

Those individuals 
should all be ashamed, 
as we all have these 
problems. 

I would also like to 
set the record straight - 
that this site is in a semi- 
rural location, without a 
proper footpath or public 
transport links. 


Green Farm is cur¬ 
rently active agricultural 
land. Why then is it OK 
for those living in the 
rural Vale to ask for this 
to be built upon when 
you are against it in your 
own location? This is 
hypocritical. 

Children and grand¬ 
children of residents 
from the rural Vale will 
be denied the opportu¬ 
nity to purchase their 
own homes where they 
grew up. 

The rural Vale are al¬ 
ways complaining about 
a lack of public transport 
and facilities. This will 
always be the case un¬ 
less they allow their vil¬ 
lages to grow. Surely a 
larger village means a 
more sustainable vil¬ 
lage? 

Over the years, Barry 
has taken a dispropor¬ 
tionate number of hous¬ 
ing with no 

improvements to its in¬ 
frastructure. 

Debra Cleland, 

Barry 


Call for cat owners 


to act on ‘Spay Day’ 


T his ‘World 
Spay Day’, 
the RSPCAis 
urging pet owners 
to protect their cats 
from having un¬ 
planned litters of 
kittens. 

Recent research car¬ 
ried revealed that 85 per 
cent of litters are a mis¬ 
take. This is mainly be¬ 
cause people don’t 
realise that cats can get 
pregnant from as young 
as four months, while 
they are still kittens 
themselves. 

There is a romanti¬ 
cised myth that cats 
should be allowed to 
have at least one litter of 
kittens - but cats aren’t 
like people and don’t 
choose to get pregnant 
like we do. 


Our research showed 
pet owners found the re¬ 
ality of having these kit¬ 
tens is not what they 
imagined, and the over¬ 
whelming response at 
that point from cat own¬ 
ers was ‘never again’! 

Allowing your cat to 
be spayed or snipped, 
also saves it from health 
risks. Tomcats who 
haven’t been snipped, 
are more likely to wan¬ 
der off and get into 
fights, which can lead to 
them getting diseases. 

You may be able to 
get help with the cost of 
spaying or snipping your 
cat. Please visit 
WWW.RSPCA .org. UK/cat 
cher for more informa¬ 
tion. 

Justine Panetta, 
RSPCA Senior 
Campaigns Manager. 


Lost landmarks 


I ’M in full agreement with Christo¬ 
pher McKay’s letter concerning the 
118-year-old signal box which is to be 
demolished . 

Why are all Barry’s landmarks gradually being 
erased from its history? Other examples are the loss 
of the Theatre Royal to a monstrous block of flats, 
and the Dinam Hall to waste ground. 

I ask myself, what next? 

George Carstairs, 

Barry 
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FOODBANKS A VITAL 
PART OF LIFE FOR 
FAMILIES IN POVERTY 


1 WOULD LIKE to reply to Mr B 
Kirke’s letter in last week’s edition of 
the GEM headed - ‘Why do we need 
more foodbanks?’ 

Foodbanks are a necessary part of life to families 
who live in poverty. Food prices have risen by 12.6 
per cent above inflation over the last six years and 
the cost of heating homes is still on the rise, despite 
promises of price freezes and pay packets, while 
earnings have not risen (unless you are an MP). 

For a family on a low income, the choice is liter¬ 
ally ‘eat or heat’. The effect of last April’s welfare 
reforms, bedroom tax, sanctioning of benefits and 
the dissolution of the social fund have each con¬ 
tributed to the great need for foodbanks in Britain 
today. 

Many working families have also been forced to 
use Foodbanks as some of them are living in 
poverty, despite working full time. The cost of liv¬ 
ing has risen, but incomes certainly have not. 

Over 350,000 people received three days’ emer¬ 
gency food from Trussell Trust foodbanks alone be¬ 
tween April and September 2013. 

When Mr Cameron said we are all in this to¬ 
gether, he wasn’t being absolutely honest. MPs 
voted to give themselves an 11 per cent pay rise 
only a few months back and bankers’ bonuses are 
almost indecent when you understand they are the 
very people who put us in the mess we find our¬ 
selves in. 

Playing the system? 

I T was very interesting to read Mr 
Kirke’s letter in The GEM article 
about Foodbanks last week; I am sure 
he must realise the need for the second 
bank was due to demand. 

Unfortunately, like Mr Kirke, I realise that there 
are some unscrupulous people out there playing the 
system. 

They don’t have children, or are in dire need of 
food. After taking the food that others deserve, 
they use the additional money they have saved on 
food to frequent pubs and clubs. You can actually 
see them drinking, smoking and gambling. I see it 
most days, shame on them. 

Keith Dowson, Barry. 

Pancake prayer 

A S it will soon be Shrove Tuesday, 
which is popularly known as Pan¬ 
cake Day, this enlightens us to the 
start of Lent leading towards Easter. 

At this time, there are various ways of serving 
pancakes, but I would like to take this opportunity 
to share a recipe for a ‘Pancake Prayer’ with your 
readers as follows: 

This coming Lent may we find God’s recipe to 
make us what He would have us be, 

The eggs of the Pancake remind me of His 
creative love, 

The flour of the Pancake reminds us of the life 
He gives. 

The milk of the Pancake reminds us of the purity 
He seeks. 

May the flavour of the Pancake remind us of the 
alertness needed by all who follow His only begot¬ 
ten son, Jesus. 

A blessed and peaceful Easter to you all. 

J Pooley, Barry 


Supermarkets are forced by law to throw per¬ 
fectly edible food in bins when people are hungry 
in the country. Scandalous don’t you think? 

I respect the fact that your mother kept a roof 
over your and your sister’s heads and kept you fed 
during 1940 - the time of the Second World War 
and rationing - when times were indeed hard. 

But this is 2014; we are the seventh richest coun¬ 
try in the world and to see children go hungry in 
this day and age is totally abhorrent. 

If social services had the amount of social work¬ 
ers in 1941 as they do now in 2014 and the child 
protection policies in place today, there would have 
been very few children living with their parents. 

Your generalisation of people owning 42-inch 
TVs, Sky TV packages, X-boxes, mobile phones, 
and enjoying nights out to the pub, is highly offen¬ 
sive to many - including myself. 

I have a full time job and can only afford a cou¬ 
ple of the things you mention, nights out to the pub 
are rare. 

I hope you change your views on the reasons that 
the most vulnerable in our society need assistance 
in this day and age. 

Neil Aviate, Barry 

‘Foodbanks are 
a national 
disgrace for UK’ 


AY I reply 
to last 
week’s let¬ 
ter from Mr B 
Kirke about Food- 
banks headlined 
^Why do we need 
more foodbanks?^ 

I take his point about 
the war years and what 
his mother went through; 
times must have been 
very hard, but there was 
a world war on - there is 
no world war on now. 

This is the year 2014, 
and we are lucky enough 
to have the NHS, even 
though it is going down 
the swanny, thanks to in¬ 
terfering politicians. 

We also have a bene¬ 
fits system which most 
people have contributed 
into with their taxes and 
NI contributions. With 
the way this country is 
being run by successive 
Governments, the bene¬ 
fits system has been a 
major life-saver in many 
respects. 

It is a national dis¬ 
grace that it has been es¬ 
timated that over 
500,000 will have used 
these Foodbanks by the 
end of the year. 

Most of these people, 
including pensioners, 
rely on foodbanks due in 
many cases to a life¬ 
changing experience - 
loss of employment, re¬ 
duced hours employ¬ 
ment, cuts in benefit - 
‘bedroom tax’. Even 
people who are working, 
have been reduced to re¬ 


lying on Foodbanks. 

Only last Christmas, 
the local church in my 
area was making a plea 
for donations of food 
and toys to give out to 
the needy, who would 
otherwise have nothing 
for Christmas. 

My wife and I went 
out shopping and bought 
some food and toys and I 
took them to the church. 

I will never forget the 
sight that greeted me 
when I opened the door 
to the church. It was 
filled with food parcels, 
hampers and toys. 

When I asked the vol¬ 
unteer where all this 
stuff was going, she told 
me it was going to fami¬ 
lies who could not afford 
food or toys for their 
children at Christmas. 

UK pic is supposed to 
be one of the richest 
countries in the world, 
yet tens of thousands of 
people cannot afford the 
basics. 

Perhaps Mr Kirke 
would like to get off his 
soap box and go to one 
of these foodbanks dur¬ 
ing distribution days. 

I am sure they would 
love to hear about the 
war years and what they 
didn’t have in those days 
compared to now. 

I wonder what the re¬ 
action from people who 
cannot afford to feed 
their children would be? 
Enough said. 

DJ Radford, 

Barry 
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Goose barnacles: 

a rare discoverp 



GOOSE BARNACLES. 


1 WAS reading 
through The 
GEM newspa¬ 
per dated February 
13, and saw the 
photos from the 
Transition Llantwit 
beach litter pick. 

One appears to show 
goose barnacles inside a 
shoe. If my identifica¬ 
tion is correct, this is a 
very exciting find, as 
goose barnacles are quite 
rare in UK waters, espe¬ 
cially around here. 

The last few times 
goose barnacles were 
found in UK waters, 
they made headline news 
on nature websites, local 
news sites and BBC 
news. 

Normally, goose bar¬ 
nacles are found around 
Cornwall or Anglesey. I 
know, as I found some 
goose barnacles back in 
2008 on a beach while 
on holiday on Anglesey. 

After researching to 
find out what I had dis¬ 


covered, I then posted 
photos of my find on 
several nature websites 
and suddenly found my¬ 
self being contacted by 
wildlife experts. 

Goose barnacles are 
very interesting crea¬ 
tures because unlike 
mussels and many other 
types of barnacles, they 
attach themselves to ran¬ 
dom floating objects and 
then float along with 
them, even helping to 
propel the objects along. 
In several countries they 
are considered food deli¬ 
cacies. 

I have attached the 
photo I took back in 
2008 to compare to the 
recent one printed in The 
GEM. I hope this will 
help to identify the bar¬ 
nacles living in the shoe. 

Congratulations to all 
involved in the litter 
pick and on making such 
a fantastic find! 

Carolyn Veal-Shaw, 
Llantwit Major 


‘Don’t be afraid 
of change...’ 

WITH regard to local government reor¬ 
ganisation, change is on its way again and 
we should not be afraid of change. 

Currently, Wales has 22 local authorities - far too 
many set up by a Tory Government. 

If we look closely at what we pay our senior of¬ 
fices, readers would be very surprised. 

Obviously, the debate is taking place about the 
number of local authorities we should have, but I 
find it quite strange that the Vale Conservatives 
have come out against a merger with Cardiff. 

I remember South Glamorgan Council during its 
lifetime, and I believe they were a very progressive 
council, serving the Vale and Cardiff. 

Jeff Williams, Llanharan, RCT 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 6) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

27 Thur 

04.22 

9.1 

16.53 

9.3 

28 Fri 

05.23 

9.8 

17.51 

9.9 

01 Sat 

06.06 

10.4 

18.37 

10.3 

02 Sun 

06.58 

10.7 

19.21 

10.6 

03 Mon 

07.41 

10.7 

20.01 

10.4 

04 Tues 

08.22 

10.5 

20.41 

10.2 

05 Wed 

08.59 

10.0 

21.17 

9.7 

06 Thur 

09.39 

9.4 

21.54 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the accu¬ 
racy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone putting 
out to sea, or walldng in an area where they could be 
cut off, should check with a tide table specific to their 
location. 
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^ ‘Rural Vale must ^ 

combine to protect 
village boundaries’ 


A campaigner for fair 
treatment of villages in the 
planning process insists 
the Vale Council should 
not scrap settlement 
boundaries. 

Andrew Loyns of the Fair 
Deal for Ystradowen Campaign 
said he feared rural communities 
could face speculative planning 
proposals. 

“In the draft LDP, the Vale 
Council has proposed 950 new 
houses in the rural Vale. This 
strategy is predicated on the abo¬ 
lition of settlement boundaries 
around villages. 

^ “In addition, if these bound- 


by GEM 
REPORTER 


aries go, then every minor rural 
settlement and hamlet will be 
prone to speculative ‘windfall’ 
planning applications from de¬ 
velopers - this has already hap¬ 
pened in several villages.” 

Ystradowen could face 111 
new homes (85 LDP and a possi¬ 
ble windfall of 26). 

Mr Loyns asked: “How can 
the council contemplate such a 
drastic step when villages like 
Bonvilston, St Nicholas, Ystrad¬ 
owen, Colwinston and Wick al¬ 


ready face massive expansion be¬ 
cause of the LDP allocations? 

“Even the Welsh Government 
has asked the Vale Council to ex¬ 
plain its position. Furthermore, as 
a matter of policy, neighbouring 
councils are retaining their settle¬ 
ment boundaries around their vil¬ 
lages. 

“It is time the Vale villages 
came together to demand the 
council drops its destructive pro¬ 
posal to scrap these settlement 
boundaries.” 

He added: “The council 
doesn’t have to submit its LDP to 
the Welsh Government till Au¬ 
gust 2015, so it has plenty of time 
to re-consider its position.” 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 

Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 

LLANGAN PRIMARY 
CHILDREN in years 5/6 are getting very 
excited as they prepare for the forthcom¬ 
ing trip to the Sky centre in London. 

The children, accompanied by teachers, will leave 
the school at 5.30am on Tuesday, March 4. 

ON THE MOVE 

IT was time to say goodbye to Young At 
Heart Club member Vera Jones and her 
husband Terry who have been staunch 
supporters of the club for many years. 

Vera and Terry will leave their home in 
Fferm Goch, Llangan, on March 5 and will 
move to Barry. 

RUTHIN CHAPEL 
A KIND person has cut the weeds which 
had almost engulfed the little chapel; at 
least one can now see the stone of which it 
is built. 


Community harvest 


A NEW community 
harvesting project is 
being launched in 
Cowbridge: the Har¬ 
vest Cowbridge proj¬ 
ect aims to run a 
calendar of seasonal 
apple/orchard related 
events. 

They include orchard 
and fruit tree mapping, 
orchard walks, work¬ 
shops on apple pressing 
and cider making. Was¬ 
sailing etc. 

These events will cul¬ 
minate in an Apple Day 
family festival towards 
the end of the year. 

“So far, a small group 
of volunteers have come 


together to start the ball 
rolling, but more volun¬ 
teers would really help 
to get things up and run¬ 
ning. 

“No previous experi¬ 
ence is necessary, just an 
enthusiasm to come to¬ 
gether with others to do 
something positive in 
the community whilst 
having lots of fun in the 
process,” said 
spokesman Robin 
McGhee. 

The next meeting is 
on Wednesday, March 5 
at 6.30pm in the Duke of 
Wellington. Contact 
Debbie on 07890 
407670 or info@hub- 
cowbridge.com 


SWC Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Computer Services est 1997 

DOMESTIC SERVICES: BUSINESS SERVICES: 



@ Home Callout 
@ Repairs/Upgrades 
@ PC/Laptop Servicing 
@ Virus/Spyware Removal 
@ Wireless Networking 
@ FREE (Antivirus Software) 


) IT Support 
) Network Support 
) Server Support 
) IT & Cyber Security 
) Website Design 
) Data Recovery 


tvw.swcservices.co.uk 
enc|uiries@swcservices.co.uk 
Freephone: 0800 107 51 52 
Mobile: 07787 942727 


Snippets from 
the past 
point to the 
present... 


THESE snippets 
from old ^Bovian^ 
magazines (produced 
each term from Cow¬ 
bridge Grammar 

School) are relevant 
to current develop¬ 
ments in the town. 

July 1945 

“This term, the 
school gardener being 
without help, the 
Lower Sixth undertook 
to look after the Old 
Hall gardens. They 
have transformed the 
rockery and fish-pond 
from a wilderness of 
nettles and hawthorn 
to neatness and order. 

“If it were possible 
to collect rock-plants, 
the corner of the gar¬ 
dens could be very 
colourful next spring. 

“The blast walls 
have been removed 
from the school and 
Old Hall buildings.” 

(With not too much 
emphasis on the ‘neat¬ 
ness and order’, a reg¬ 
ular Thursday 
morning group of vol¬ 
unteers is creating a 
colourful, interesting 
and wildlife-friendly 


garden at the rear of 
Old Hall. More 
helpers are welcomed - 
just come along 
around 10am to Ham.) 
July 1948 

“At last, there are 
signs that our long- 
awaited temporary 
classrooms are on the 
way. Foundations are 
being dug near the 
school canteen. 

“We understand 
that they are to be no 
mere ‘pre-fabs’ but 
something altogether 
more substantial and 
durable. 

“Keen gardening 
members of the staff 
watch with consider¬ 
able wistfulness the 
good black earth being 
shifted and carted 
away.” 

(These temporary 
classrooms' lasted about 
65 years and are not re¬ 
ally missed now they 
have been changed into 
houses! 

Betty Alden, 

Cowbridge Local His¬ 
tory Room). 


Eyes down for 
Legion Bingo! 


THE star of last 
month’s Royal 
British Legion’s so¬ 
cial evening in Cow¬ 
bridge was our 
newest and youngest 
member - ‘Jubi¬ 
lant’ Jordanne! 

It would be ungallant 
to mention her age, but I 
can reveal she has just 
legally qualified to start 
driving lessons. She was 
somewhat bemused by 
the calls used to illustrate 
numbers, such as: “un¬ 
lucky for some, Gordon’s 
Den, legs...” etc. 

It took a little time to 


identify “two fat ladies”! 
However, it was agreed 
amongst the veterans that 
she was a breath of fresh 
air. 

The next session is on 
Thursday March 6, at the 
same place - Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge Town Hall, 
‘Eyes Down’ 7.30pm 
promptly. Why not come 
and join us for great fun - 
bingo, raffle, good food 
with cash and other 
prizes. 

PS: Don’t forget to 
bring your own wine; 
many wine bujf friend¬ 
ships have started al¬ 
ready! 

BASIL WATKINS 


Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian 

Town Council 

NEWS ROUND-UP 


CASH GRANT 

The council has allo¬ 
cated £609.71 as its part 
of grant application to the 
cash grant awarding 
body. 

This represents 25 per 
cent of the total that has 
been asked for - 
£2,438.84 - and, if the 
grant bid is successful, 
the money will be spent 
on improvements to 
Aberthin Village Hall. 
GRANT AID 

The council is consid¬ 
ering awarding a grant of 
£250 to the Vale Market 
Action Group, which has 
asked for financial assis¬ 
tance in developing its 
plans for the livestock 
market in Cowbridge. 

These more detailed 
plans are to be submitted 
to the Vale Council, 
which has asked for more 
detail. 

The council agreed to 
award the cash, subject to 
more detail on how it will 
be used. 

TOWN HALL 
CINEMA 

The council is putting 
a grant application into 
Creative Rural Commu¬ 
nities in the hope of in¬ 
stalling a new electric 
screen and projector for 
the town hall. 

The bid is for a total of 
£9,251.52 and, if success¬ 
ful, the council will have 
to pay 30 per cent of the 
cost - a sum of 
£2,775.46. 

NEW WINDOWS 

The installation of re¬ 
placement windows in 
the council chamber has 
hit a minor hitch - as the 
existing glass is no longer 
made. 

At a recent meeting of 
the Town Hall commit¬ 
tee, councillors were 
shown samples of glass 


that is still available, and 
made their choice. 

However, the commit¬ 
tee decided to call in the 
conservation officer at 
the Vale Council to make 
sure that the decision has 
been fully examined. 

The conservation offi¬ 
cer has given the go- 
ahead, so it is hoped that 
the work can be done in 
this financial year. 

FOOTPATHS 

FORUM 

The council is to take 
over the organising of the 
‘Footpaths Forum’ - at 
the request of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers As¬ 
sociation. 

The forum will look 
after footpaths in the 
town council’s area and a 
number of bodies will 
have an input. 

These include: 

• The Vale of Glamor¬ 
gan Ramblers. 

• Vale ways. 

• The National Farm¬ 
ers Union. 

• The Farmers Union 
of Wales. 

• Two or three Cow¬ 
bridge town councillors. 

• A representative of 
the Vale Council’s parks 
department. 

NEW CAFE 

Councillors on the 
planning committee have 
raised no formal objec¬ 
tion to a planning appli¬ 
cation submitted for 2, 
Birds Lane - one of the 
units opposite Waitrose. 

However, they did reg¬ 
ister members’ concerns 
as to whether there was 
sufficient demand for an¬ 
other cafe or restaurant in 
the town. 

They were also con¬ 
cerned that it could exac¬ 
erbate parking problems 
in the town. 


New agency 
opens in town 



THE Monmouthshire Building Society has 
opened a new agency at Brinsons Fairfax Es¬ 
tate Agents at 67 High Street, Cowbridge. 

It is the latest addition to the growing num¬ 
ber of Monmouthshire Building Society agen¬ 
cies and branches covering the whole of south 
Wales. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 'i 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 



DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 


WWW. 

timefoiyou 

.co.uk 


PONTFAEN 
PROBUS 
LINES UP 
SPEAKERS 

PONTFAEN 
Probus Club 
recently held 
its 24th an¬ 
nual general 
meeting, dur¬ 
ing which 
Brian Kent 
(pictured) was 
elected Presi¬ 
dent. 

The club, one 
of three in Cow 
bridge, meets at the Bear Hotel on the third Tuesday 
of every month. 

The speaker programme for the coming year com¬ 
prises a variety of topics such as Dyffryn Gardens 
(March), Mametz Wood - site of World War I battle 
involving Welsh regiments (August) and The Knights 
Templar of England and Wales (September). 

Probus Clubs are formed of and for members com¬ 
ing from professional or business backgrounds who 
are now semi or fully retired; if any readers are in 
these categories and are interested in learning more 
about Pontfaen Club, contact secretary Colin Wilson 
on 01656 860498. LTG 



Parking refund, 

thanks to GEM 


1 WANT to say a 
very big thank 
you to The 
GEM for highlight¬ 
ing a problem with 
parking penalty 
charges in Cow¬ 
bridge recently. 

My story is that I had 
a problem with parking 
in The Butts, a penalty 
charge for parking off 
the road in December. 

I made an appeal 
which was rejected, al¬ 
though there was no evi¬ 
dence that my car was 
causing any kind of ob¬ 
struction, parked as it 
was in an informal lay¬ 
by. 

I had to pay the fine 
because of the short 
time-span allowed with 
Christmas looming, but I 
was so incensed that I 
contacted the Town 
Council. 

They were very help¬ 
ful and forwarded your 
article from January 23 
about this very issue, as 
well as information 
about suggested plans to 
go to the Vale to for¬ 
malise the lay-by for 


parking. 

I am sure that you will 
be interested to hear that 
I have made a further ap¬ 
peal to WPPP on the 
grounds implied in The 
GEM article, ie the dubi¬ 
ous nature of the en¬ 
forcement. 

I was overjoyed to re¬ 
ceive a refund of my £35 
fine, although sad to say, 
no kind of apology or 
offer to refund postage 
etc. 

At least I got my 
money back though and 
I see that cars parked in 
the lay-by are not being 
ticketed now, although I 
have to say I am still 
nervous of parking 
there! 

Anyway, this does 
seem a victory for fair 
play and commonsense, 
so it might perhaps en¬ 
courage others to take 
similar action. 

So often we feel help¬ 
less when we come up 
against the workings of 
bureaucracy in this way. 

Please thank your 
staff for their efforts in 
following this through. 
Dr Sue Dickson, 
Llantwit Major 


^ facebook.Gom/ 
glamorgangem 

We want your pre4oved top quality 

Watches & 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY. 

Best prices paid, call in for 
a free valuation. 

Visit us at 

40 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 TAG 
or call 01446 776489 

















































4 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slantorsan2em www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, Eebruary 27th, 2014 


‘Sign up for Atlantic College-TRWN 10k 
Run to help research into cystic fibrosis!’ 

Team Running with 
Nancy back on home 
soil for latest race 



The race starts at St Donat's Castle, the home of UWC Atlantic College, 
and takes in the scenic villages of Marcross, Monknash and Broughton. 



Lyn, Nancy and the team are thrilled to be taking 
part in the Atlantic College-TRWN 10k run. 


St Athan woman’s shock 
after cats are caught in 
‘barbaric’ snare trap 




by PHILIP IRWIN 


A 


Julie Rown with her two cats. 
Spice (above) and Daisy (below). 



4.5 per cent 
council 
tax rise 


OVER the past 18 
months Llantwit 
Major’s ‘Team 
Running with 
Nancy’, comprising 
Lyn, Lucy and 
Nancy Thomas - 
and friends - has 
taken part in races 
in Wales and 
England to raise 
funds for cystic 
fibrosis research. 

Lyn even had to fight 
a campaign against over¬ 
bearing health and safety 
rules to allow him to 
push his daughter Nancy 
in a buggy during runs. 

Now TRWN (Team 
Running with Nancy) 
has been offered the 
chance of fundraising on 
home soil. 

On Sunday, March 16 
at 11am, runners will be 
under starters orders for 
the ‘Atlantic College- 
Team Running With 
Nancy lOK Race’. 

The race will start and 
finish in the historical 
and picturesque setting 
of St Donat’s Castle, the 
home of UWC Atlantic 
College, with the fast, 
undulating course taking 
in the scenic villages of 
Marcross, Monknash 
and Broughton. 

Wheelchair racers are 
welcome and will start 
just before 11am. 

Atlantic College has 
held the race for over 10 
years and its students 
train alongside TRWN. 

Lyn said: “When 
UWC Atlantic College 
generously offered us 
the opportunity to have 
our own race, we 
jumped at it. 


“Lucy and I live in 
Llantwit Major so the 
race is very much a 
‘local’ thing and the 
community has really 
got behind us. 

“We have loved run¬ 
ning with the students 
and lecturers at the col¬ 
lege who are from all 
over the world and we 
have made some incred¬ 
ibly supportive friends 
there. 

“It has been lovely to 
share our experiences on 
our weekly runs and we 
have also been able to 
raise their awareness of 
cystic fibrosis which is 
one of our main aims as 
a team. 

“When Nancy was 
diagnosed with CF we 
were advised by a father 
who had an adult child 
with CF that the best 
way to ensure her long 


term lung health was to 
‘run with Nancy, and 
when she’s tired and 
wants to stop, hold her 
hand, and run some 
more’. 

“We took the advice 
to heart and formed 
Team Running with 
Nancy to enter races all 
over the country to raise 
awareness and funds for 
the CF cause.” 

The entry fee is £15 
and the race is chip 
timed. 

An organiser said: 
“Proceeds from the race 
will go to the UK Cystic 
Fibrosis Gene Therapy 
Consortium. 

“All runners are wel¬ 
come, from casual jog¬ 
gers to elite athletes, so 
come on guys, dust off 
those trainers and come 
join the fun! 

“It’s going to be a 
great family occasion 
and with over a hundred 
Atlantic College stu¬ 
dents taking part, there’s 
going to be plenty of 
atmosphere.” 


Race sponsor, south 
Wales businessman and 
Cowbridge resident 
Mike Cuddy praised 
Lyn and Lucy as “quali¬ 
ty, big-hearted people 
who have an exemplary 
attitude in their approach 
to the challenges they 
face as parents”. 

He pointed out: “They 
and their precious little 
girl Nancy are inspira¬ 
tional characters, and it 
is a privilege to help 
them achieve their goals 
and, along with UWC 
Atlantic College, to part¬ 
ner with them in the 
TRWN lOK. 

“The setting for race 
day couldn’t be better 
and with all the prepara¬ 
tions going well, it’s 
going to be a wonderful 
occasion.” 

For more information 
and to avoid missing 
out, register your place: 
www.runningwithnan- 
cy.com/events; or go to: 
www.atlanticcollege .org 
/ UWC- atlantic-colie ge- 
lOk-20141 


A ST ATHAN 
woman is warning 
animal lovers to be 
careful after two of 
her cats just 
escaped serious 
injury after being 
caught in snares. 

Julie Rowan, who 
lives in West Camp, St 
Athan, was shocked 
when each of her two 
cats fell victim to the 
animal traps - just five 
days apart. 

Julie’s pets, Daisy and 
Spice, became stuck in 
homemade wire nooses 
in separate incidents, and 
the RSPCA said the cats 
were lucky not to have 
been seriously injured. 

The charity is appeal¬ 
ing for anyone with 
information about the 
snares to get in touch. 

The first incident hap¬ 
pened on February 16, 
when Daisy returned 
with a thin wire snare 
wrapped so tightly 
around her neck she 
could hardly breathe. 

Julie told The GEM: 
“I was afraid she was 
going to suffocate, but 
my husband used tin 
snips to cut the wire. 

“Fortunately, the wire 
hadn’t cut Daisy, but she 
was quite traumatised 
and wouldn’t go outside 
for three or four days.” 

Selina Chan, the 
RSPCA inspector who is 
investigating, said: “A 
snare is a wire noose 
which is attached to a 
stake or heavy object 
that acts as an anchor to 
stop the animal escaping. 

“The more the animal 
struggles... the tighter 
the snare becomes. This 
can result in the animal 
dying a slow and painful 
death from injury, stran¬ 
gulation or starvation, or 


being killed by preda¬ 
tors. 

Just five days later 
Julie’s other cat. Spice, 
returned with a snare 
around his neck. 

Julie said: “In Spice’s 
case, he was lucky, 
because he had clearly 
struggled with the 
snare - but it had bro¬ 
ken.” 

Had the snare operat¬ 
ed as it was meant to, it 
could have been serious 
for Spice. 

Selina Chan said peo¬ 
ple were leaving them¬ 
selves open to prosecu¬ 
tion if they were not 
“abiding by the laws and 
guidelines on trapping 
animals”. 

The RSPCA said it 
was illegal to set snares 
for birds, deer and badg¬ 
ers, but the traps could 
not distinguish between 
animals and may catch 
the wrong one. 

Julie added: “This is a 
residential area so clear¬ 
ly someone is not target¬ 
ing foxes or wild ani¬ 
mals.” 

She said there were 
grassy areas around, but 
that the cats would have 
to travel some distance, 
and cross a main road to 
get into a really open 
part of the countryside. 

She adde4 “The 
police and the RSPCA 
are involved now. If any¬ 
one else has had a simi¬ 
lar problem, could they 
contact Barry Police 
Station, or myself, and I 
will pass on the details to 
the authorities.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to call the 
RSPCA on 0300 123 
8018 and leave a mes¬ 
sage for Selina Chan. 

Julie Rowan can be 
contacted via 

julierowanll ©hotmail. 
co.uk 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

Someone living in a 
band D property will 
pay £1,029.42 to the 
council. That is, of 
course, not the final 
bill, as home-owners 
will have to pay an 
additional sum to their 
town and community 
council, and also a 
charge which funds 
South Wales Police. 

In his column (page 
12) the Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun 
Neil Moore, talks 
about the rise, and 
says that the austerity 
measures are responsi¬ 
ble. 

He points out that 
the council has had a 
five per cent reduction 
in its funding from 
central and Welsh gov¬ 
ernments, which 
equates to a cut of 
£8.5million or 4.5 per 
cent. 

He adds: “We have 
had to find around 
£15million savings for 
this year and up to 
2016/17. This will 
inevitably have an 
effect on the services 
that we have to pro¬ 
vide. 

“However, we have 
tried to keep the 
impact to a minimum 
and we will continue to 
do all that is possible 
to continue to provide 
the best services that 


are needed.” 

He points out that 
the rise is less than £1 
per week for band D 
properties, and adds: 

“I consider the budget 
to be fair and reason¬ 
able, as we continue to 
protect both Education 
and Social Services 
and particularly those 
most at risk.” 

Conservative 
Regional AM, Andrew 
RT Davies, who lives in 
the Vale, said: “We all 
appreciate the finan¬ 
cial pressure that local 
authorities are under 
following the Welsh 
Labour Government’s 
cuts to the budget this 
year. 

“In England, under 
the Conservative-led 
coalition, council tax 
has again been frozen 
and the treasury has 
made money available 
to the Welsh 
Government to do the 
same. 

“Welsh 

Conservatives have 
long campaigned for a 
freeze in council tax, 
yet Labour refuse to 
use that money to 
freeze council tax here 
in Wales”. 

“This move by the 
Vale Council will cost 
the average family an 
extra £50 and will hit 
the least well off hard¬ 
est.” 


^ faceboolccom/ 
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Cheque presented 
to the Friends of 
Heritage Coast 

LOCAL MP Alun Cairns recently pre¬ 
sented a cheque to the Friends of the 
Heritage Coast. 

The money was raised through the Roman 
Treasure Ramble organised as part of the scout/guide 
hospital community project. 

He said: “I was delighted to take part in the ram¬ 
ble which was organised by Mr Jack Hardman and 
the team. 

“I was thrilled to welcome so many teams home. 
“They started their walk at the Roman ruins at The 
Knap and took in many of the sights of Barry Town 
including many of the hills around the town. 

“Some of the cubs who took part were as young as 
seven and were exhausted on their return. It was a 
very enjoyable way to promote healthy exercise.” 

WOMEN’S ‘WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER’ 

A WOMEN’S ‘World Day of Prayer’ 
takes place on Friday, March 7. 

A service is to be held at 1.45pm at St Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Wordsworth Avenue, 
Penarth, entitled ‘Streams in the Desert, Praying for 
Egypt’. 

All welcome, men, women and children. 
Refreshments will be served after the service. 

There will also be a service at 7.30pm at Dinas 
Powys Methodist Church, Mount Road. BD 
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Puppy almost dies... and all because some 
people refuse to pick up after their dogs! 


A DOG owner on Barry Island has pleaded 
with local people to pick up after their 
dogs, after her bichon frise puppy, Baxter, 
became seriously ill. 

Bethan Stuckey said Baxter, who joined her family 
last August, immediately loved his runs down at 
Whitmore Bay. 

“It soon became Baxter’s favourite place to walk. 
He was able to run around and play, meet other dogs, 
and learn to socialise. 

“During the spate of recent bad weather, it was fan¬ 
tastic to have the beach so close, so we didn’t need to 
go anywhere else for walks.” 

But Bethan said there was one negative side to 
using the beach. 

“The drawback was the large amount of dog faeces 
left uncleared on the promenade, the beach and the 
surrounding walkways. 

“Puppies like to s ni ff the most revolting things, and 
Baxter was no different. 

“I often had to pull him away from a pile of excre¬ 
ment, but I didn’t worry too much - after all, he had 
been fully vaccinated.” 

Bethan and her family were in for an unpleasant 
shock. 

“Baxter woke up in the night and vomited. The fol¬ 
lowing day he was tired and listless, refused to eat and 
drink, and started to have very bad diarrhoea. 

“I took him to the vet, where they gave him an in- 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN | 

jection to stop him vomiting, along with some medi¬ 
cine.” 

PARVOVIRUS 

That treatment failed to resolve the illness. 

“However, he got worse. His diarrhoea was very 
watery and he seemed lethargic and totally unlike his 
usual bouncy self. We returned to the vet the next day, 
and he was kept in overnight. 

“He was refusing fluids and needed to go on a drip 
to stop him becoming dehydrated. It was a very fright¬ 
ening and worrying experience for all our family. 

“The following day, the vet phoned to say they 
were going to test him for parvovirus. 

“I was shocked - he had been vaccinated a few 
months ago against this potentially life threatening ill¬ 
ness.” 

Parvovirus is contagious and is spread from dog 
to dog by direct or indirect contact with faeces. It can 
be especially severe in puppies. 

To Bethan’s despair, the result came back positive. 

“Our seven-month-old puppy, vaccinated, loved 
and well cared for, could die. 

“What followed was several days in quarantine, 
kept on a drip, away from his family, with the risk of 
him dying hanging over us. 

“The disease is so contagious, we couldn’t see him 
in case we carried the infection and passed it on to 


other dogs. It was a horrible experience. 

“Luckily, I had taken out pet insurance. The cost 
of treatment reached £2,000. 

“It was a terrible time, but luckily we had a happy 
ending. Not everyone does. 

“Baxter is home, eating normally and bounding 
around, back to his usual puppy self.” 

PLEA 

Bethan issued a heart-felt plea to other dog owners 
to act responsibly, and not to put the health of children 
or dogs at risk. 

“It could easily have been so different. I want to 
ask dog owners in Barry - the hundreds who benefit 
from being able to use the beach during the winter 
months - to please pick up after their dogs. 

“Despite full and up to date vaccinations, dogs are 
still vulnerable to parvovirus and other bacterial and 
viral infections, spread to them by coming into con¬ 
tact with the faeces of other infected dogs.” 

Bethan said vets had told her that there were many 
cases currently in south Wales. 

“Maybe some people think that it’ll be okay if they 
don’t pick up their dog’s mes, as other people leave it 
and that it doesn’t matter - but it does! 

“We all love our dogs, they are members of the 
family, and it would be heartbreaking to lose them. 

“Please make sure our local area stays as clean and 
disease-free as possible. Baxter won this time, but I 
don’t want other dogs and owners to face the same 
ordeal.” 



Baxter is back to full health and fighting 
fit, but it could have been so different. 


A night out at the cinema 
was local pupils’ reward! 


Top choir^s kind 
support for Haiti 



INSTAJflJ 

SKIP HIRE LTD 1 



Mini 

Midi 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in the Vaie 


Builders 

Maxi 


Tipper Hire Builders 

available Large 


Delivered & Collected 


* Fast & Efficient Service 

* Friendly Staff 

•2 Yard to 16 Yard skips 
available 

* 95% of our waste is 
recycled 

•Highway permits 
arranged when required 

•Waste collection and 
labour hire 



THE St David^s 
Church in Wales pri¬ 
mary school at Col- 
winston enjoyed a 
cinema night re¬ 
cently - as a reward 
for the children who 
had recently per¬ 
formed exceptionally 
well in the new na¬ 
tional reading and 
numeracy tests. 

The children 
tucked into popcorn 
as they watched the 
film with all of their 
friends. 

The school has an 


Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446421072/733773 


Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


open day on Thurs¬ 
day, March 13. 

IMAGES BY 
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BARRY Male Voice 
Choir has agreed to 
take part in a con¬ 
cert in the new hall 
at Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian 
Church on March 
28, at 7.30pm, in aid 
of an overseas char¬ 
ity. 

Event organiser God¬ 
frey Knight told The 
GEM: “We will be rais¬ 
ing funds for Haiti Hos¬ 
pital Appeal, which helps 
to give mothers and ba¬ 
bies safe births in Haiti.” 

A total of 74 per cent 
of Haitian births take 


Novice surfer was 


rescued by lifeboat 
on a busy Saturday 


PORTHCAWL’S 
RNLI Rose of the 
Shires was launched 
at 9:25am on Satur¬ 
day (February 22) to 
aid a fishing craft 
with engine failure 
and a capsized 
dinghy a quarter of 
a mile east of Porth- 
cawl Breakwater. 

The volunteer crew 
were then diverted to a 
second call when a surfer 
was reported in danger of 
being swept out of Sandy 
bay. 

The small fishing boat 
was taken in tow and re¬ 
turned safely to Porth- 
cawTs new marina where 
Porthcawl Coastguard 
Unit confirmed that the 
casualties on board were 
fine. 

The RNLI’s Atlantic 
85 inshore lifeboat then 
returned to sea and lo¬ 
cated the capsized dinghy. 

During the return tow, 
and just within the shelter 


of the breakwater, a surfer 
was reported calling for 
help. 

“The decision was 
made to immediately re¬ 
lease the tow and go to 
the assistance of the 
surfer,” said Helmsman 
Simon Emms. 

“Crewman Etienne 
Cronje managed to swim 
onto the slipway with the 
tow line and with the aid 
of shore helpers, the up¬ 
turned dinghy was pulled 
safely into the marina. 

“We located the surfer, 
who was caught in a rip 
current and being swept 
alongside the Eastern 
Promenade wall towards 
the breakwater. We man¬ 
aged to get the male 
surfer on board the 
lifeboat and returned him 
to the station”. 


Back in the safety of 
the lifeboat station, the 
surfer explained that it 
was his first attempt at 
surfing; unfortunately, it 
had turned out to be a 
frightening experience. 

Spokesman Ian Stroud 
said: “We have been to 
the assistance of several 
surfers and swimmers 
who have been caught in 
the rip current alongside 
Eastern Promenade in the 
past 18 months. 

“The water flow ap¬ 
pears to have changed, 
causing these incidents in 
this part of Sandy Bay. 
We would ask all swim¬ 
mers and surfers to be 
aware of this change to 
what is normally regarded 
as a safe beach for water 
sports,” he added. 


faGebook.com/ 
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place at home, without 
medical support. Women 
face a one in 37 chance 
of dying during delivery. 

The country is one of 
the poorest in the world 
and suffered a devastat¬ 
ing earthquake in 2010. 

Since then, Godfrey 
has campaigned to help 
people who struggle for 
the basic necessities of 
life, such as getting clean 
drinking water. 


Godfrey said: “I was 
thrilled when Barry Male 
Voice Choir agreed to 
support this worthy 
cause. 

“We also have a tal¬ 
ented singer-guitarist 
Scott Hawting 

“Tickets are £6. Peo¬ 
ple can either ring me for 
a ticket, or pay on the 
door.” 

Godfrey can be con¬ 
tacted on 01446 749727. 
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Welcome To 




Award Winning 
Bangiadeshi 
Indian Cuisine 


*17 


pmpan^ 





4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 


Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Our MEAL DEAL 
SPECIALS are too 
good to miss! 


Mother’s 

•Day© 

£9.95pp 


4 Course 
Meal 

starter, 
Main, 
Side Dish, 
Rice 
& Naan. 



We recommend you book in advance 
for dining in and outside catering 

70 Ea s tfflte, Cowbridge • 01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-12.00pm 
incluang Bank Holkb^ 

*** FcxxIHygene-Soares on die doors 
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Ryan is National 
Chef of Wales! 


MAESTEG-based 
chef Ryan Jones was 
chosen as the 
National Chef of 
Wales in a final at 
Coleg Llandrillo, 
Rhos-on-Sea. 

He plans to use the 
£2,000 prize money to 
pay off the balance on 
his wedding to hair¬ 
dresser Rebecca Colston 
on April 19. The couple 
who have a son, Jack 
(aged six), are renovat¬ 
ing a house in Maesteg. 

He began a new job 
two months ago as a 
creative development 
chef at Fei Foods 
Limited, Llansamlet, 
Swansea. 

“I thought I was 
going to have a heart 
attack when the result 
was announced,” said 
Ryan. “After finishing 
third in this competition 
two years ago, I wanted 
to win it this time and I 
was very happy with my 
dishes. I put a lot of 
work into them, as there 
were lots of different 
elements. 

“It means everything 
to me to win the 
National Chef of Wales 
because it’s a great 
achievement. Ever since 
I was 16, when Doug 
Windsor won the com¬ 
petition, I have wanted 
to compete.” 

He confessed that his 
confidence was dented 
when he didn’t win the 
regional heat in south 
Wales, but he was given 
a second chance when 
selected for the final as 
one of the two best run¬ 
ners-up from the two 
heats. 

He praised his corn- 
mis chef. Dean Way, a 
lecturer at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University 
and other senior chefs, 
including Kurt Fleming, 
for lifting his spirits and 
encouraging him to ‘go 
for it’ in the final. 

Ryan’s menu opened 



National Chef of Wales winner Ryan Jones 
celebrates with fiancee Rebecca Colston. 


with a starter of saddle 
of hare with spelt and 
barley risotto, wild 
mushrooms and 
Jerusalem artichokes. 

The main course was 
detholiad of Gower salt- 
marsh lamb - rack, en 
croute, shank and liver - 
and his dessert was 
chocolate textures and 
passion fruit. 

The bi-annual compe¬ 
tition is organised by the 
Culinary Association of 
Wales and sponsored by 
the Welsh Government, 
Unilever Food 
Solutions, Hybu Cig 
Cymru/Meat Promotion 
Wales. 

Runner-up was Jack 
Davison, 22, from St 
Tudno Hotel, Llandudno 
who received a cheque 
for £1,000. 

Joint third were two 
chefs from the Celtic 
Manor Resort: Michael 
Bates and Karl Jones- 
Hughes. Executive head 
chef Bates, is also chef 
patron of the award¬ 
winning White Hart 
Village Inn, Llangybi, 
while Jones-Hughes 
lives in Narberth, 


fdcebook.com/ 
' glomorgongem 


Pembrokeshire. 

The four chefs were 
given three hours to 
cook a three-course din¬ 
ner for four, using ingre¬ 
dients predominantly 
produced in Wales. The 
dessert was devised 
from a mystery box of 
ingredients that the 
chefs were shown an 
hour before the final. 

Culinary Association 
of Wales president Colin 
Gray revealed that only 
seven points had sepa¬ 
rated the four chefs. “It 
was a very difficult job 
for the judges because it 
was a very close compe¬ 
tition. In the end, it 
came down to little 
things, not just taste and 
flavour.” 

The judges were 
chaired by Welsh 
National Culinary team 
manager Graham 
Tinsley. 

The final was held on 
the eve of the three-day 
Welsh International 
Culinary Championships 
at Coleg Llandrillo, 
which attracts chefs 
from across the UK. 

Highlights of the 
three-day event are the 
Battle for the Dragon 
contest, which brings 
together regional teams 
from north, mid and 
south Wales and the 
Cake Cymru show. 


T5 


01656 648936 

IIEODORE 


Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) 
CF31 3AQ 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 



OUR GARDEN FIGURES - ALWAYS HALF PRICE. 

Excellent choice and value! 


www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm. Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays 8.30am -12 noon 


Are you in 1950 image 
of Jenner Park School? 



I enclose this school 
photograph which 
includes my late 
wife Marilyn Davies 
(nee Fox). It was 
taken at Jenner 
Park School in 
approximately 1950. 

I would he happy 
for anyone to get in 
touch with me 
regarding any mem¬ 
ories they may have. 
I can be contacted 
on 01446 738130. 
Mr Donald Davies^ 
Barry 


Meeting our 
man at C&A 


IT was from the 
‘other side of the 
counter’ that Barry 
U3A were enter¬ 
tained with a talk on 
retailing by Mike 
Wilcock, of 

Cowbridge, who 
was “35 years with 
the C&A”. 

Mike was born in 
Lancashire and started 
his working life in a tex¬ 
tile mill before applying 
to C&A to train in their 
management scheme. 

Starting in Manchester 
in 1967, and moving on 
promotion to Liverpool, 
Sheffield, Preston, 
Wigan, Blackpool, and 
then Cardiff in 1976 for 
10 years, he then became 
area manager for south 
Wales and the southwest 
of England before finish¬ 
ing his time in Swansea. 

He explained that C& 
A was an international 
Dutch company, founded 


in 1841 by the brothers 
Clemens and August 
Brennikmeijar, taking 
their name from their ini¬ 
tials. 

It has always remained 
a family company with a 
very caring commitment 
to staff. It was a major 
presence on UK High 
Streets for many years 
until 2001, when retail¬ 
ing changed when shops 
such as Primark and 
Matalan arrived. 

The next monthly 
meeting will be in the 
New Jerusalem Hall, 
Barry, on Monday, 
March 3 at 2pm. 

The speaker will be 
Audrey Griffiths and her 
subject has the intrigu¬ 
ing title of ‘A Most 
Peculiar people’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on all our groups, 
visit our website 
uSasitesforg.uk/barry or 
ring John on 01446 
413328. 

VAL WARLOW 


Forum hears how 
magistrates work 


THE speaker at last 
week’s Barry Men’s 
Forum was magis¬ 
trate Barrie 

Stephens JP, who is 
also chairman of 
magistrates of mid 
and south Wales, 
and he gave an 
interesting and 
thought provoking 
talk about ‘How the 
Magistrates work’. 

He identified how 
magistrates are selected, 
from ordinary members 
of the community, who, 
when confirmed, have to 
attend a fairly detailed 
course before being 
appointed. These are 
unpaid volunteers, who 
normally sit in ‘threes’ at 
the magistrates court, 

Barrie confirmed the 
range of cases likely to 
be heard, which are 
numerous, including 
ABH, affray, driving 
offences, GBH, theft and 
anti-social behaviour. 

In an interesting aside, 
he noted that the largest 
number of people being 
charged with anti-social 
behaviour is the elderly. 


and not the young, as 
most of the members sus¬ 
pected. 

After explaining the 
various options available 
to the courts for sentenc¬ 
ing, he then went through 
a number of fictitious 
cases, on video, with 
actors playing the roles 
of accused, victim, pros¬ 
ecuting and defence 
council with interrup¬ 
tions after each witness, 
for discussion, as the 
cases unfolded. 

The forum members 
then were asked to 
decide what the sentence 
should be, and surpris¬ 
ingly the majority of 
members selected the 
same outcome as the 
“guidelines for sentenc¬ 
ing” which the magis¬ 
trates use, to decide what 
sentence should have 
been imposed. 

At the end of the talk, 
there were numerous, 
comments, queries and 
questions to Barrie from 
the forum members. 

New members are very 
welcome. For further 
information, contact 029 
2059 4881. 

PMW 


Firefighters 
battle leisure 
centre blaze 


FIREFIGHTERS 
battled a blaze at 
Penarth Leisure 
Centre on Sunday 
evening after cus¬ 
tomers were forced 
to flee the building. 

The drama took 
place at 5.14pm on 
February 23 as people 
were relaxing in the 
pool, sauna and Jacuzzi 
areas. 

The blaze is believed 
to have started in a 
sauna room. Some cus¬ 
tomers tried to douse 
flames with buckets of 
water, but were forced 
out by billowing smoke. 

Semi-clad people 
stood in the car park 
wrapped in thermal 
blankets while fireflght- 
ers arrived to tackle the 
blaze. 

A Fire Brigade 
spokesman said: “The 
fire was in the ground 
floor of the leisure cen¬ 
tre and all the people 
were accounted for. 

“The area was cor¬ 



doned off by the police 
and ambulances and 
the Vale emergency 
planning department 
were in attendance.” 

Six pumping appli¬ 
ances attended the 
scene and firefighters 
used multiple jets to put 
out the fire. 

A spokesperson for 
the Vale Council said: 
“As soon as the fire was 
detected the building 
was evacuated in accor¬ 
dance with safety pro¬ 
cedures and there were 
no injuries. 

“At this stage we are 
unable to confirm the 
cause of the fire but we 
are working closely 
with South Wales Fire 
Service and we will be 
carrying out a full 
investigation. 

The spokesperson 
continued: “We would 
like to thank our staff 


and fire crews for their 
quick response to the 
situation last night, 
along with Penarth 
Leisure Centre cus¬ 
tomers, for their 
patience during the 
evacuation.” 

Vale Council Leader 
Neil Moore praised the 
swift response of staff: 
“The leisure centre staff 
were absolutely bril¬ 
liant and dealt with the 
situation with great 
professionalism. 

“They calmly evacu¬ 
ated the centre, even 
helping some people to 
get home when they 
had to leave their pos¬ 
sessions behind.” 

Sports development 
lecturer Rob Griffiths, 
who used to work at the 
centre, tweeted: 

“Sad to hear about 
the fire at Cogan leisure 
Centre. Spent a couple 
of very happy years 
working there. 

“Glad no one 
appears hurt.” 


How much 
Weetabix 
can you eat? 

A WEETABIX-eating 
competition is to be held 
at StAthan Golf Club on 
Monday, April 14, at 
7pm. 

Registration costs 
£2.50 per person and 
details of the rules can 
be obtained from Carol 
Morgan on 

07903491843. 


VALE AM’S 
SURGERY 

JANE HUTT, the 
Assembly Member for 
the Vale of Glamorgan, 
will hold a surgery this 
Saturday, March 1, 
from lOam-llam in the 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
DOOR MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

www.actiondoors.com 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 

10% OFF with 
production or 
mention of this 
GEM advert 


SO 
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JOIN US FOR A FREE COFFEE... 

£ 1 , 000,000 

WINTER 


SALE ffros 

STiu ON I / ^ 

IN OUR REFURBISHED STORE/ M 1# 

AND NEW COFFEE BAR ^ W BwMM W 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE 


FINAL 

WEEK 

EXTRA 

REDUCnONS 





LEATHEREDITIONS f? 

CRAFTED BY PASSION 


NATHAN 



EXTRA DISCOUNTS OFF MANY, MANY MORE BIG BRANDS!!! 



NflTUZZI 

WILLIS®GAMBIER 

Furniture designed for life 



.a 


Unit I, Retail Area, 

Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 

NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 

MON, TUBS, WED & FRI 9am-5.30pm. OPEN LATE EVERY 
THURSDAY 9ann-8pnn. SAT IOann-5.30pnn.SUN I lam-Spm. 




Pentre 

^Ll ^ 

Llysworney^ 

Llandovv 


^^ridge 
From 
Cardiff 


LLANDOW 
IND.EST. From 

Llantwit Major 


Visit our website at 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries: email sales@theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
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Local charity 
welcomes the 
owl experts 
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Man is jailed for life 
for love rival murder 


CARDIFF 
CROWN 
COURT 
ROUND-UP 
by AJ 
SICLUNA 



A Valerius member with one of the owls. 

THE Barry-based charity^ ValePlus, has 
thanked Owls 4 U, who recently attended a 
session and gave a talk - as part of a 
Worker^s Education Association course. 

A ValePlus spokesperson said: ‘'Our service 
users enjoyed making sketches, asking questions 
and having the opportunity to handle these beauti¬ 
ful birds’". 

ValePlus provides opportunities for adults with 
learning disabilities. For information on services 
or courses, contact 01446 746691 or visit www.vale 
plus.org.uk. 




Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


CONSUMED by 
jealousy when his 
partner became 
involved in another 
relationship, a man 
murdered his love 
rival by stabbing 
him in the neck, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court heard. 

The victim, 50-year- 
old Kevin Hier, suffered 
a 15cm long, deep 
incised wound which 
penetrated his thyroid 


gland, gullet and the apex 
of his chest. 

He had a collapsed left 
lung and there were a 
number of other superfi¬ 
cial wounds, said prose¬ 
cutor Greg Taylor QC. 

The attack, which took 
place in a lane in Tondu, 
was witnessed by three 
children. 

They were told by the 
knife-wielding Jamie 

Curtis: “That’s what you 
do when someone 
about with your girl¬ 


friend.” 

Curtis, 26, of Heol-yr- 
Ysgol, Tondu, pleaded 
guilty to a charge of mur¬ 
der and was jailed for 
life. 

Judge Eleri Rhys 
directed that he serve a 
minimum of 23 years 
before being considered 
for release by the parole 
board. 

Mr Taylor said that 
Curtis was in a relation¬ 
ship with Lorraine 
Davies and they lived 


Thief caught after 
leaving bloodstains 


BLOODSTAINS left in a 
Bridgend pharmacy after it 
was raided led to the arrest of 
the intruder, it was stated at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Jonathan Merchant, 30, of Chestnut 
Way, Bridgend, got in by smashing two 
plate-glass doors before wrecking a till 
and taking just £1.50, said prosecutor 
Leah Pollard. 

Merchant had admitted a charge of 
burglary before Bridgend Magistrates 
and had been committed to the Crown 
Court for sentence. 

He was jailed for a year, the sen¬ 
tence suspended for 18 months, and 
made subject to a supervision order for 
18 months. He was also ordered to 
observe a six-month electronically 
tagged curfew from 8pm to 8am. 

Said Recorder Nigel Thomas: “I 
note you have a shocking record. You 
have caused society and the courts 
much trouble over the years.” 

It was, he said, quite unacceptable to 
kick in the doors of the shop. 

Miss Pollard said that, on December 
13, the police received a report that 
Lloyds Pharmacy, Bridgend, had been 
broken into. They arrived to find the 


alarm sounding. 

Two glass doors had been smashed 
and an upended till on the floor, was 
damaged. 

Bloodstains belonging to Merchant 
were found on the till and led to his 
arrest three days later. 

He accepted he was responsible and 
said that, at the time, he was heavily 
under the influence of valium and 
could not recollect much of the inci¬ 
dent. 

He admitted kicking his way in and 
when he heard the alarm, fled. 

He was said to have convictions for 
63 offences - including 33 for theft, 12 
for burglary and one for robbery. 

His counsel, Alex Greenwood, said 
Merchant was registered as disabled 
and had an attention deficit disorder, as 
well as being hyperactive, drinking to 
excess and taking Valium. He also 
smoked cannabis. 

His gain from the crime was 
absolutely minimal, and he took no 
drugs from the premises. Custody 
would mean he could not address his 
problems. 

He said his last burglary was two- 
and-a-half years ago. 


together, but she began a 
relationship with Mr Hier 
and chose him over 
Curtis. 

On October 23, Curtis 
used her mobile phone to 
text Mr Hier to arrange a 
meeting. 

They came together in 
a lane where three chil¬ 
dren were present. Curtis 
put Mr Hier in a headlock 
and stabbed him. 

Attempts were made 
to resuscitate Mr Hier but 
he stopped breathing. 

“He had a gaping 
wound in his neck,” said 
Mr Taylor. 

At the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend, further 

attempts were made to 
revive the injured man, 
but they failed. 

Curtis was spotted at 
the scene, and asked: 


“What happened here?” 
and walked away, laugh¬ 
ing. 

Shortly afterwards, 
Curtis was spoken to by a 
police officer and when 
arrested, he said: “That’s 
my girlfriend’s 

boyfriend. I haven’t 
beaten anyone up.” 

In a statement, the 
dead man’s mother. 
Ail wen Trott, 77, 
described her son as a 
“loving and caring gentle 
giant.” 

She said her life had 
changed for the worse 
and she now rarely went 
out. 

In mitigation, 

Matthew Roberts, for 
Curtis, said: “As a matter 
of course, he would usu¬ 
ally carry a knife. “ 

It was fortunate, he 
said, that the children at 


the scene did not have to 
be called as witnesses. 

“His jealousy had 
been developing for 
some weeks and con¬ 
sumed him,” said Mr 
Roberts. 

He accepted there was 
an element of planning 
and a high degree of cul¬ 
pability. Curtis’ guilty 
plea was courageous, he 
added. 

“He accepts he is 
going to prison for a very 
long time and that he 
took a human life.” 

The judge said Curtis 
had thrown the blood¬ 
stained knife into a river 
to conceal evidence. 

Mr Hier’s mother, she 
added, had been left dev¬ 
astated and traumatised. 


PORTHCAWL CANNABIS 
FARM DISCOVERED 


CANNABIS plants with a 
potential yield of £23,000 were 
found in a property in 
Porthcawl. 

Because of mounting debts, a 
British Gas employee visited the prem¬ 
ises in Victoria Avenue and discovered 
a cannabis farm, said prosecutor David 
Lloyd. 

Andrew Weeks, 45, unemployed, of 
Tremorfa, Cardiff admitted producing 
cannabis. 

He was jailed for two years, the sen¬ 
tence suspended for 18 months, subject 
to a supervision order for a year and 
ordered to carry out 280 hours unpaid 
work. 

Mr Lloyd said Weeks was carrying 
out work at the premises and resided 
there for three months. 


Because of the gas bill of £6,000, a 
British Gas official went to the house 
and found a cannabis farm. 

There were 58 plants in various 
stages of growth. The electricity sys¬ 
tem had been bypassed, there was spe¬ 
cial ducting, high powered bulbs and 
growth accelerant. 

“It was quite a planned operation,” 
said Mr Lloyd. 

When arrested. Weeks claimed that 
he was only the gardener. 

His counsel, Christopher Rees, said 
he had been fully co-operative, had had 
difficulties in the past and suffered 
from depression. 

Recorder Jonathan Lerris said: “The 
plants were found in a house under 
your control. You played a significant 
role.” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2014 


(B4265 GILESTON CROSS TO BURTON HILL) 

(30MPH SPEED RESTRICTION) 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2014 

On the 27th February 2014 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and of all 
other enabling powers made an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the Schedules below. 

The Order will come into operation on the 28th February 2014 or on the date 
that the necessary Traffic Signs are in place whichever is the later and a copy 
of the Order may be seen at the address shown below during normal office 
hours. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the 
above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any 
instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, 
you may within six weeks from the 28th February 2014 apply to the High Court 
for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to travel at a speed greater 
than 30 mph in the location specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 


GORCHYMYN (CYFYNGU CYFLYMDRA I 30 
M.Y.A.) (DROS DRO) (B4265 RHWNG CROES 
SILSTWN A THYLE’R BRITWN) 

Ar 27 Chwefror 2014, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o 
dan Adran 14 (1) Deddf Rheoli Traffig Ffyrdd 1984 a phob pwer galluogi arall, 
wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a ddisgrifir yn yr Atodlenni isod: 

Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 28 Chwefror 2014 ynteu pan fydd yr arwyddion 
ffyrdd angenrheidiol i gyd yn eu lie, pa un bynnag a fo’r dyddiad diweddaraf. 
Mae copi o’r Gorchymyn ar gael i’w darllen yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau 
swyddfa arferol. 

Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpariaethau am 
na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod bwer i’w gweithredu, neu am y tybiwch 
eu bod wedi methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod neu un o’i hof- 
ferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 28 Chwefror 2014 i wneud cais i’r 
Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

ATODLEN1 

1. Ni chaiff unrhyw un yrru na chaniatau i unrhyw un arall yrru’n gyflymach na 
30 milltir yr awr yn y mannau a nodwyd yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

ATODLEN 2 


Location The area of the B4265 from its junction at Gileston Cross at grid 
301752 167805 to its junction at Burton at grid 303448 167805. A 
distance of approximately 1800m. 


Lleoliad Y darn o briffordd B4265 rhwng y gyffordd a Chroes Silstwn wrth 
gyfeirnod grid 301752 167805 a’r gyffordd wrth ymyl Y Britwn wrth 
gyfeirnod grid 303448 167805, sef pellter o ryw 1800m. 


Location The road to Llancadle from its junction with B4265 in a northerly 
direction at grid 303246 167778 for a distance of approximately 
25m. 

Location The un-named road adjacent to Four Cross Garage running under 
the rail line for a distance of approximately 70m in a southerly 
direction. 

In addition, the Order known as “The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
(B4265 Llantwit Major to Burton Bridge) (40mph and 50mph Speed 
Restriction) Order 2012”, will be suspended in part for the duration of 
the works. 

Reason To allow adjacent highway construction works to be undertaken. 

Duration From 06:00Hrs on Friday 28th February 2014, for a maximum period 
of 18 months, or until such time as the 30mph Traffic Signs are 
removed, whichever is the sooner. 

Dated this 27th day of February 2014. 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


Lleoliad Y ffordd i Lancadle o’r gyffordd a phriffordd B4265 wrth gyfeirnod 
grid 303246 167778 ymlaen am oddeutu 25m i gyfeiriad y gogledd. 

Lleoliad Y ffordd ddienw wrth ymyl Four Cross Garage sy’n rhedeg o dan y 
rheilffordd am ryw 70m i gyfeiriad y de. 

Yn ogystal a hyn, bydd y Gorchymyn a adwaenir fel “Gorchymyn 
Cyfyngu ar Gyflymdra (40 m.y.a. a 50 m.y.a.) (B4265 rhwng Llanilltud 
Fawr a Phont Y Britwn) Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 2012”, yn cael ei atal 
yn rhannol tra bod y gwaith yn cael ei wneud. 

Rheswm Er mwyn adeiladu priffordd gerllaw. 

Cyfnod O 06:00 ar ddydd Gwener 28 Chwefror 2014 ymlaen, am 18 mis yn 
unig, ynteu hyd nes i’r holl arwyddion traffig 30 m.y.a. gael eu 
symud, pa un bynnag a fo’r dyddiad cyntaf. 

Dyddiedig 27 Chwefror 2014 
M. E. Punter 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 






























Thursday, February 27 th, 2014 


wwwTacebook.coiii/glamorgangem • www.twitter.coiii/gem news 


THE GEM - 9 


The ethical alternative to 
pay-day loans is thriving 


Leckwith 
bridge work 
closes road 


A ttending 

the Cardiff 
and Vale 
Credit Union 
AGM, held in the 
Civic Offices in 
Holton Road this 
week, provided me 
with the opportu¬ 
nity to thank the 
staff, management 
committee and vol¬ 
unteers for the im¬ 
portant work they 
are doing in the 
Vale - providing an 
ethical alternative 
to the pay day 
lenders in our town 
centres in Wales. 

This followed a re¬ 
cent event in the new 
Credit Union ‘Pop up 
Shop’ in Holton Road, 
which is staying open 
over the coming months 
due to financial support 


from the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment, to raise aware¬ 
ness, membership, 
savings and take-up of 
affordable loans within 
the Vale, particularly 
amongst the financially 
excluded. 

At this event, we 
were joined by the Chair 
of the Cardiff and Vale 
Credit Union, Maureen 
Greening, staff and vol¬ 
unteers running the new 
service in the Vale and 
young savers from Ca- 
doxton Primary School. 
We were also joined by 
the cabinet member for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple, Coun Chris Elmore, 
ministers from the 
Methodist Church - 
Pete and Sam Taylor 
and Sharon Evans, the 
community centre or¬ 
ganiser from St Athan’s 
Gathering Place, who 
want to open up a Credit 
Union link as an out¬ 


reach point for the west¬ 
ern Vale. 

We were given a re¬ 
port on the impact of the 
‘Pop Up Shop’ in 
Holton Road, Barry 
which opened last year. 
There have been 669 en¬ 
quiries to the office; 117 
new Vale members (an 
83 per cent increase 
over three months com¬ 
pared with the previous 
year), 115 loan applica¬ 
tions received directly at 
the Holton Road office, 
with a value approved 
of £88,500. 

Altogether there have 
been 201 Vale loan ap¬ 
plications received over 
this period. There are 
two local schools join¬ 
ing the School Saver 
project (including Ca- 
doxton School) and we 
hope that many more 
will join. 

At the Cardiff and 
Vale Credit Union 


AGM, we heard about 
the record growth in 
membership, savings 
and loan portfolios over 
the past year with a 15 
per cent growth in mem¬ 
bers over the two coun¬ 
ties, which amounted to 
6,000 at the end of Sep¬ 
tember 2013. 

The Cardiff and Vale 
Credit Union has joined 
the UK-wide consor¬ 
tium of credit unions to 
deliver on the Credit 
Union expansion pro¬ 
gramme, and strong 
links have been forged 
with the Vale Council 
and Newydd Housing 
Association over the 
past year. 

With a new Vale 
Eoodbank Distribution 
Centre being opened 
this week by Arch¬ 
bishop Barry Morgan at 
St Mary’s Church in 
Holton Road, awareness 
of the Credit Union and 
its services are more im¬ 
portant than ever, for 
families and individuals 
in low paid work, as 
well as those experienc¬ 
ing severe financial 

PACT 

meetings 

BUTTRILLS 
PACT, Philip John 
Community Room, 
Barry Library 
March 6, at 6.30pm. 

CADOC PACT, 
Palmerston Community 
and Learning Centre, 
March 26 at 7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT, 
The Community Centre 
Brockhill Way, Penarth, 
March 12 at 7pm. 

STANWELL PACT, 
The Pod, St Luke’s Av¬ 
enue, March 14 at 7pm. 

RHOOSE PACT, The 
Community Centre, 
Celtic Way, Rhoose, 
March 19 at 6pm. 

Bunny Run 
for charity 

RESIDENTS are being 
urged to support Welsh 
Hearts by joining hun¬ 
dreds of Easter Bunnies 
and furry friends in the 
5K Easter Bunny Run 
at Mermaid Quay, 
Cardiff Bay to raise 
funds for the charity. 

“Join the Mad Hatter 
on this 5K run, walk, 
hop, jog, or cycle as you 
chase his carrot around 
Cardiff Bay with your 
speed enhancing bunny 
ears! Prizes for the best 
fancy dress. Children 
welcome under 18 with 
their families!” a spokes¬ 
woman said. 

There will be prizes 
for the best fancy dress 
and Easter bonnet com¬ 
petition. Meet on Sun¬ 
day, April 13 at The Oval 
Basin, Cardiff Bay in 
front of The Wales Mil¬ 
lennium Centre. Regis¬ 
tration from 9.15am. 
Warm-up at 10.45am, 
race starts at 11am. 
Entry £5 per person. 
Register online 

www.welshhearts/easter- 
bunnyrun.org. 


Ring cairns and stone circles... 


FOURTEEN Vale of Glamor¬ 
gan Ramblers joined Judy and 
Mike for a 9.75 mile circular 
walk from the nature reserve 
car park at Clydach, near Pon- 
tardawe. 

They were lucky with the weather, as 


cons in the north, still with snow on the 
top of Pen y Pan. 

On the way. Cam Llechart stone cir¬ 
cle, one of the largest ring cairns in 
Wales, was passed before reaching the 
large standing stones placed in adjacent 
fields. 

After having a look at the historic 


they had sun virtually all day, which ^^apel, it was downhill all 

mjtnp thp nnv pnncinpnna thp wp^ithpr ^ _ 


made the day, considering the weather 
that we’ve been experiencing lately, al¬ 
though the end of the walk was still a 
bit soggy underfoot. 

The walkers started by following an 
old tramway up the Clydach Gorge 
which is now an RSPB nature reserve 


the way back, rounded off by a visit to 
a local hostelry for refreshment before 
heading home. 

Further information regarding the 
Vale of Glamorgan Ramblers walks can 
be found at 


before making their way up over open valeofglamorganramblers.co.uk orfol- 
moorland with excellent views to the low us on Facebook or Twitter. 


Mumbles one way and the Brecon Bea- 


MIKE HOLLEY 


Bonhams 



Are you looking 
at a Fortune? 

Valuation Day 
Tuesday 11 March 


Join Bonhams for Masterpiece Month, a series of 
picture valuation days held throughout Bonhams 
regional offices. Bonhams specialists will be available 
in the Cardiff office by appointment to offer free and 
confidential auction valuations. Home visits can also 
be arranged. 


029 2072 7980 
cardiff@bonhams.com 


7-8 Park Place, 
Cardiff CF10 3DP 


International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.ci 


WORK is currently under way on Leck¬ 
with bridge on the B4267. 

A road closure began at just after midnight on 
Monday and will end at just before midnight to¬ 
morrow, Eriday, Eebruary 28. 

Coun Chris Eranks told The GEM: “The work 
is necessary due to the poor condition of the 
bridge. 

“Already there’s a weight restriction in place. 

“Apparently the surface is rapidly deteriorat¬ 
ing. The hot weather last year further weakened 
the surface when high temperatures caused the 
material to almost melt. 

“The work will not be a simple resurfacing. A 
depth of up to 16 inches will be removed and re¬ 
placed with a more effective material.” 

Pedestrian access will be maintained throughout 
the work period. 



25% pff glasses for over-60s 

plus free eye test 


Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 


Includes all frames, lenses and Extra Options. Excludes reglazes, safety eyewear, 
contact lens products, non-prescription sunglasses. Applies to one pair of glasses, 
from £69 range or above. Cannot be used with other offers. Discount not transferable 
in whole or part for cash. SKU 25634648. ©2014 Specsavers. All rights reserved. 



pressure due to welfare 
benefit changes. 

The Credit Union is 
also close to the CAB 
and the Civic Offices, so 
there is support and ad¬ 
vice in our town centre 
and also available 
across the county. 

The Credit Union 
welcomes us all to join 
for ethical savings and 
affordable loans. 

You can call them, 
email them, or drop 
into the Barry ^Pop Up’ 
Shop at 21 Holton 
Road for a chat, or help 
in filling out forms. 


r 


ASSEMBLY 

NOTES 



by Jane Hutt 
AM (Minister 
for Finance) 
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20% Off 


Oil .Anterc 


U11 , interest 

FREE 

^ credit 


Armitage 3 sealer traditional sofa RRP £1699 Sale £849 


Just a small selection from our huge 


The Colerado Solid Oak bedroom range. This 
beautiful oak bedroom collection will enhance 
any room. Quality and style at AMAZING SALE 

EXTRA 

Double RRP 20% OFF 

Bed frame £699 £349 £279 
Bedside table £259 £129 £99 
4 Drawer chest £639 £319 £249 
2 dr 3 drw robe £999 £499 £399 
Blanket box £339 £169 £129 

Many more stunning designer beds & 
bedroom ranges to compliment every home 


FINAL 

4 DAYS 

SALE ENDS SUNDAY 


fw 

Dining and Living 


^ 4 : ^ 


Olympic. Contemporary 3 seater sofa 
in a choice of fabrics and colours. 


RRP £759 Sale £379 


The Tulsa Elegant 3 seater 
traditional back sofa 


RRP £1379 Sale £689 


Ortwins contemij^orar^ collection RRP £1259 
Solid construction & stunning lines. Sale £629 

Table and 4 Hamley chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £499 


C\dyrdo ^loesl collection rrp £1999 

Extending dining table in white gloss Sale £999 

lacquer finish table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £799 


EXTRA 20% OFF 
YOU Davonlv 


you pay oniy 

£299 


Emerald 

Medium to firm open 
coil hand tufted 4'6" 
divan set 

RRP £759 Sale £3791 


Lots of beds & mattresses 

in stock! 




Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


fw 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


homestores 

.co.uk ^ 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 20 years 
of unbeatable 
low low prices 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


,30 

. months 

"'free credit 

_ no interest no charges 

0% typical APR 


ESSES 

pay & take 

or next day 
delivery 


Pms (dpss dining set RRP £879 

Contemporary extending glass dining. Sale £439 

table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £349 


The Detroit, double reclining action 
3 seater sofa ppp £t 259 Sale £629 
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HOSPITAL 
COMPLAINTS: 
‘Please come 
forwardr call 


PROFESSOR June 
Andrews, who is lead¬ 
ing the independent 
review of patient care 
at two hospitals in 
Abertawe Bro Mor¬ 
gannwg (ABMU) 
Health Board, has 
asked people who 
have made complaints 
about the Princess of 
Wales or Neath Port 
Talbot Hospitals in 
the past three years to 
come forward and 
share their experi¬ 
ences with the review 
team. 

Professor Andrews is 
leading the independent 
review on behalf of As¬ 
sembly health minister 
Mark Drakeford. 

CLEARER 

PICTURE 

Professor Andrews 
said: “We want to hear 
directly from patients 
and families who made 
any complaint about the 
Princess of Wales or 
Neath Port Talbot Hos¬ 
pitals (ABMU Health 
Board) between Decem¬ 
ber 2010 and December 
2013. 

“We want to get a 
clearer picture about 
what complaints were 
made, from local people 


themselves, and to un¬ 
derstand the levels of 
satisfaction with what 
happened as a result, 
particularly about the 
care of older people. 

“We are using a 
short, simple-to-use 
questionnaire to gather 
some information. 

Then we hope to talk to 
a number of those who 
respond about their ex¬ 
periences. 

“Obviously, we shall 
be respecting confiden¬ 
tiality at all times, and 
will only be discussing 
any detail about the 
complaints once we 
have the necessary per¬ 
missions.” 

Anyone wishing to 
contact the independent 
team should use the on¬ 
line survey at www.de- 
mentia .stir.ac.uk/ircq. 


Vale MP praises 
‘tireless’ parents 
of rafting victim 


Eventually, four peo- other family. The most 
~ portant 

rafting company were element now is to ensure 
jailed for five and a half that other rafting oper- 


THE death of Cerys 

Potter who died in a ple /rom the Turkish 
rafting incident in 

Turkey more than y^^rs each. Last week’s ators understand the 
three years ago, was verdict confirmed in the consequences if they 
British courts the un- don’t change their prac- 
lawful killing. tices. 

This week, Mr Cairns “This case sets a 


found to be ‘unlaw¬ 
ful killing’ at the in¬ 
quest held in Cardiff 
last week. 

The Llancarfan nine- 
year-old was on holiday 
with her family when a 


praised Cerys’ parents precedent and a warn- 
Terry and Julie Potter ing to ensure that all op- 
in their relentless efforts erators obey basic 


to gain justice. 
He explained:' 


rafting excursion went and Julie have teen tire- 
terribly wrong. Cerys’ 
parents, Terry and 


health and safety stan- 
Terry dards. 

1 hope that last 


less in their efforts to week’s final judgement 
prevent anyone else will allow them to 


terrible experience. 

“Their fight has 
taken over three years 


Julie, have campaigned through such a grieve,” he concluded, 

for justice and better ferrihle exnerience. 
safety standards since 
the tragedy. 

Delays in the ^rkish ""j"! "i;“e“:«„"ghrto 
courts led to the Vale wi ' ' 

MP, Alun Cairns raising i 

the matter with David - 

Cameron at Prime Min¬ 
ister’s Questions. This 
led to Terry and Julie 

Potter meeting the Eu- mhmenUotheteuewiil 
rope Minister to press help stop similar events 
their case. being repeated to an- 


work with them to cut 
the interna¬ 
tional bureaucracy. 

“I pay tribute to them 
for their work and have 
no doubt that their com- 


Jamie*s talk at Hensol 

BRIDGEND Business Forum and ing - using the right words and some- 
RCT Business Club are extending a times in the right order\ which prom- 
warm ^Croeso’ to well-known BBC ises an insight into the world of TV 
Wales presenter Jamie Owen, in eel- broadcasting and journalism, 
ebration oj St David s Day at the 
Vale Resort Hotel, Hensol tomorrow 
(Friday, February 28) 


His career began in London where 
his voice was heard reading the ship- 


Jamie will be entertaining guests ping forecast, the news, and ^Today in 
with his talk entitled ^Communicat- Parliament on BBC Radio Four. 


Power for life 



STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t r<*place tin? FrarrufS.,. Just 


Broken or Damaged Windows^ 
Faulty Hinges* Handles or Lo<ks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


O..WC make saving money perfectly clear... 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21118 
www.clotidy2clear.com 


ROYAL 

NAVAL 


RESERVE 




LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS 
08456 00 32 22 

www.royalnavy.mod.uk/navyreserves 



Delivering electricity to homes and businesses is about more than just cables and wires, 
poles and pylons. It’s about providing people with a service that they can depend upon to 
help them live their lives to the full. 

At Western Power Distribution we are investing many millions of pounds long-term on our 
electricity network to ensure all our customers continue to receive the same world class service. 

We are proud to be leading the way in terms of customer service, network reliability, technical 
innovation and environmental care, but we are not complacent. This is why we will continue to 
set our own demanding performance targets and exceed those set by our industry regulator. 

Our Target 60 initiative is a case in point, for when power interruptions occur its aim is to 
restore supplies within the first hour. This is a commitment our customers can depend upon. 

To find out more about our plans for the future visit www.westernpower.co.uk or have your 
say by calling 0800 121 4909 or by e-mailing info@westernpower.co.uk. 

If you need to speak with us in an emergency, perhaps because you are experiencing a 
loss of power supply, please contact us on 0800 052 0400. 


WESTERN POWER^B 
DISTRIBUTION 

Serving the Midlands, South West and Wales 



NEXT OPEN DAY BEING HELD AT: 

LOCATION: HMS CAMBRIA 
ADDRESS: Hayes Lane, Sully, 

South Glamorgan, CF64 5XU 
DATE: Thursday 27th February 
TIME: From 10am to 2.30pm 


BOOK YOUR PLACE TO SEE IF IT'S FOR YOU: 

TEL: 08456 00 32 22 

AGE: 16-40 - 5 years residency - 

UK, Irish and Commonwealth Citizens 



EXPERIENCE OUR WAY OF LIFE ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE LIVE 
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'Protect historic 

assets^ — appeal 


A LIB DEM AM, 
Eluned Parrott, is 
calling on the Welsh 
Government to 
make local listing 
statutory, to “ensure 
local assets are pro¬ 
tected for future 
generations”. 

She said communities 
across Wales have their 
own local historic build¬ 
ings or structures that 
have important aspects of 
social, economic, cultural 
or military history that 
need to be preserved for 
future generations to 
enjoy. 

“I believe it is essen¬ 
tial to list and protect our 
local assets, so future 
generations can enjoy the 
significance of our histo¬ 
ry. This is essential as the 
forthcoming Heritage 
Bill aims to ensure the 
future of our past,” the 
AM said. 

“Assets of community 
history need to be main¬ 
tained so that the local 


sense of identity can be 
passed on. At the 
moment local authorities 
can choose to locally list 
buildings, so your com¬ 
munity identity is 
dependent on your coun¬ 
cil. 

“Local lists should be 
statutory so that all com¬ 
munities across Wales 
can place a marker on the 
assets in their area that 
make the community 
theirs. 

“Local listing needs to 
carry weight so that 
assets can be protected. 
Communities can be left 
distraught when a local 
historic asset is demol¬ 
ished or renovated 
beyond recognition. 
Local assets need to be 
listed and its meaning 
made clear. 

“Developers need to 
be aware of what can or 
can’t be done to an asset. 
It is essential that any 
redevelopment allows the 
asset to maintain its local 
essence,” she added. 



Introductory Offer 
Jewellery Repairs 

Clean & Polish for 9ct & isct gold £10.00 

Rhodium Plating £20.00 

9ct Gold Ring resizing starts from £20.00 
18ct Gold Ring resizing starts from £30.00 
9ct Gold Chain/Bracelet solder £15.00 


4 Island Road, Barry. CF62 TAR 
Tel: 01446 732017 


AFTER THE WEATHER TOLL... 

Attention turns to roads, 
schools, and the budget 


1 HAVE to begin 
this month’s col¬ 
umn with com¬ 
ments about the 
weather and the 
effect that it had on 
our county, particu¬ 
larly the coastal 
areas. 

It seems that extreme 
weather, particularly the 
high winds and rain, is 
becoming the norm and 
it appears that we came 
off quite lightly, com¬ 
pared with other areas. 

It was incredible to 
see the photographs of 
areas like Penarth 
Esplanade and Barry 
Island and although 
some damage was done, 
thankfully it was not on 
the scale of the devasta¬ 
tion elsewhere, and our 
thoughts are with those 
who were either flooded 
or evacuated from their 
homes. 

In relation to the 
aftermath of the storms, 

I would like to express 
my sincere thanks and 
admiration for the Vale 
Council staff, who 
helped keep the areas 
clear and safe, particu¬ 
larly the seaside areas - 
and not forgetting the 
emergency services that 
are always on hand and 
who, sometimes, we take 
for granted. 

I have, however, been 
amazed at some of the 
queries, asking things 
like - “what happened to 
the sand on the Island 
and what are we going 
to do about it?” 

In answer to those 
queries, the council has 
adopted a shoreline man¬ 
agement plan, which 
details our strategic 
management arrange¬ 
ments for our coastline 
for the next 100 years. It 


covers maintenance of 
existing sea defences in 
their current position, 
with upgrades to counter 
climate change and sea 
level rise as necessary. 

The weather has also 
taken a toll on our roads, 
with many new pot holes 
appearing. We will be 
restarting the Big-Fill 
initiative throughout the 
Vale, where teams visit 
all wards in turn on 
weekends, and I would 
encourage members of 
the public to report pot 
holes for repair. 

We will also be carry¬ 
ing out major road resur¬ 
facing next year in line 
with our promise to do 
so. 

As promised, legal 
agreements are being 
finalised to start work on 
the new Island road in 
the next week or so. 

Alongside that, we 
have a considerable 
regeneration scheme at 
the Eastern Promenade 
on Barry Island, and I 
am recommending addi¬ 
tional funding for regen¬ 
eration for both Barry 
and Penarth in next 
year’s budget. 

To continue our prom¬ 
ise to protect schools 
and education, the pro¬ 
posed budget for next 
year again meets the 
funding requirement for 
schools, as suggested by 
Welsh Government, and 
we are continuing to 
develop our school 
investment programme. 

We have consulted on 
creating a new co-educa¬ 
tion secondary school in 
Barry. The results have 
been positive and we 
will be continuing to 
work towards that goal. 

As most will be 
aware, we are also cur¬ 
rently building the 
Penarth Learning 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of the 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



Community, incorporat¬ 
ing a new school for St 
Cyres and a new special 
educational needs school 
on the same site. 

This is progressing 
extremely well; employ¬ 
ing many new appren¬ 
tices, and is on track to 
open earlier than 
planned. We are also 
extending Welsh medi¬ 
um provision and build¬ 
ing a new Nant Talwg 
school in Barry. 

Consultation has com¬ 
menced on creating a 
new Llantwit Major 
Learning Community. 
This would involve 
developing a new, 
revamped secondary 
school and building a 
new primary school on 
the same site, integrating 
both Llanilltud Fawr and 
Eagleswell schools; as 
well as providing a new 
Dewi Sant Welsh medi¬ 
um school for the area. 

This would provide 
brand new facilities and 
be much more economi¬ 
cal than simply repairing 
the current school, 
which will need substan¬ 
tial investment without 
having the benefit of 
new and modem facili¬ 
ties. 

I realise that there 
may be some who do not 


JON WINDOWS 

home Improvement gtaz) ig jtionB 



Quality products 
Quality service 55%^ 5^ 50 ^ff 

without the price tag windows 
Jon Windows alway s fit the best! & SoffiB 


aooors Fascias 

& Soffits Ecosav«9»»« 



»vvs CS 

home improvop^nt * Jf' 

Call wow for ■ Pftte norwy Of go online for an Iwrrtarrtqpioee wwiv.onnolndDws.co.uk 

FREEPHONE: 0800 181 888 

SkNmcmUWQnwrtwikdbCOMRtMlIinii CraatOtnlloMrtWi SfASM-SifillM 



want such a merger of 
schools, but unless this 
is agreed the opportunity 
of securing Welsh 
Government funding to 
build a new school will 
be lost. 

Carrying out repairs 
alone would not do so 
and there is not enough 
money to carry out the 
necessary work within 
our current budgets 
without Welsh 
Government support. 

I look forward to 
receiving a cabinet 
report on the outcome of 
the consultation next 
month. 

I cannot ignore that I 
will, this week, present 


the council’s proposed 
budget for this year and 
the years ahead. 

We are certainly in 
austere times and the 
council has had a mas¬ 
sive five per cent reduc¬ 
tion in its funding from 
central and Welsh gov¬ 
ernments, which equates 
to a cut of £8.5million. 

We have had to find 
around £15million sav¬ 
ings for this year and up 
to 2016/17. This will 
inevitably have an effect 
on the services that we 
have to provide. 

However, we have 
tried to keep the impact 
to a minimum and we 
will continue to do all 
that is possible to contin¬ 
ue to provide the best 
services that are needed. 

We are, therefore, 
proposing an increase in 
council tax from April of 
4.5 per cent, which is 
less than £1 per week for 
Band D properties 
(£44.28 for the year) and 
will be finally decided at 
the council meeting in 
March. 

I wish I did not have 
to increase the charges, 
but under the circum¬ 
stances, I consider the 


budget to be fair and 
reasonable, as we con¬ 
tinue to protect both 
education and social 
services and particularly 
those most at risk. 

Finally, I would like 
to mention the recent fire 
at the Penarth Leisure 
Centre. It appears it 
may have started in the 
sauna suite, but as yet 
the actual cause is 
unknown. 

I would like to pay 
tribute to the leisure cen¬ 
tre staff who were 
absolutely brilliant and 
dealt with the situation 
with great professional¬ 
ism. They calmly evac¬ 
uated the centre, even 
helping some people to 
get home when they had 
to leave their posses¬ 
sions behind. 

I am also very thank¬ 
ful for the work that the 
fire and rescue services 
provided. Thanlrfully, no 
one was hurt and the 
centre will hopefully 
reopen later in the week, 
with the obvious excep¬ 
tion of the damaged 
area, which is separated 
from the main building. 



YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 


Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at 5pm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 

Like us on facebook: 
i|^facebook.com/glamorgangem 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LuminSu Ltd brings the 
best out of your staff! 


L UMINSU was established by Ant 
Edwards, a local qualified business 
coach, who previously held senior 
operational management roles that in¬ 
volved shaping strategic plans, and deliv¬ 
ering results to meet the organisation’s 
vision. 

The mission of LuminSu is to work with compa¬ 
nies to ensure every employee is self-motivated to 
make a significant positive impact to the success of 
the business, where employers recognise the contri¬ 
bution of every member of staff, resulting in a work 
culture where all feel valued. 

We are currently working with Pembrokeshire 
County Council on a new and exciting project, sup¬ 
porting the staff to take ownership of their work 
and building their confidence to deliver service im¬ 
provements that lead to growth and sustainability. 

Our dynamic team are also collaborating with 
A/X Armani Exchange store in Cardiff, delivering a 
training package to support their enhanced commit¬ 
ment to staff engagement. 

LuminSu can help your business, whatever the 
nature, to focus the spotlight on making the best of 
your workforce. We cater to meet the needs of your 
business from SMEs and public sector to large pri¬ 
vate and third sector organisations. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <S microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
All our work is funded by Charitv Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



With pay freezes, redundancies and expecting 
staff to do more for less, morale and quality of their 
work may be low at present. 

Employees are the backbone of your company. 
We will work with you to develop a unique staff en¬ 
gagement plan. 

Our services will guide your staff to develop 
healthier attitudes to work, foster effective teams 
and assist in shaping employee goals to meet your 
priority business aspirations - creating an environ¬ 
ment where staff value, support and respect each 
other. 

LuminSu delivers bespoke training with our 
one day workshop. We are committed to 
ActivSing, /nnovSing and MotivSing your employ¬ 
ees to improve the performance and productivity of 
your business. 

Plus we have creative and fun workshops. 

For more information, contact our Talbot 
Green office on 01443 238910 or drop us an 
email: getintouch@lumin8u.com. 


Council receives 
childcare grant 

THE Vale Council is to receive £94,037from 
the Welsh Government - to help provide af¬ 
fordable childcare out of school hours, 

As well as childcare, the funding can be used to 
support holiday clubs and play schemes during the 
school holidays, supporting working parents. 

The deputy minister for tackling poverty, Vaughan 
Gething said: “We will expect local authorities to 
show us how the money will be used to provide child¬ 
care provision which meets the needs of parents and 
carers. 

“We know that many parents and carers work atyp¬ 
ical hours, are on low income, have disabled children, 
and there is a need to consider how we meet the de¬ 
mand for Welsh language childcare.” 


iMi 






a FUSS Training Summary report 


01443 2389t3^HCCTNTCUI>19UIMNiUa)U^HiMWWllMN9U aM 


LARGEST RETAILER OF GARAGE DOORS IN SOUTH WALES 

OVER 40 DOORS ON DISPLAY & 1000’S IN STOCK 


; ON StltCTtO DOOR 








FOR YOUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE & FREE NO OBLIGATION ON-SITE SURVEY 


^FI TTING S, REPAIR SERVICE 
® METAL, TIMBER, GRP S. UPVC 

Image to measure 

I^ALL MAJOR 

MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Rail talk 

BARRY Railway Society’s 
February lecture, ‘150 years of 
Danish railways, 1847-1997’, 
will given by John Wilmot at 
the Conservative Club, 15 
Stanwell Road, Penarth, CF64 
2EZ, tonight (Thursday, 
February 27) at 7.30pni. 

Valeways walk 

Today, February 27 at 10am, 

‘A fort and castle’, starting at 
the Fox and Hounds public 
house, Llancarfan. 

Merched y Wawr 

THIS Saturday, March 1, 
from 10.30am - 12pm, 
‘Merched y Wawr’ will hold a 
coffee morning at the Lesser 
Hall, Cowbridge with all pro¬ 
ceeds to the Cylch Meithrin y 
Bontfaen. 

A raffle, various stalls and 
freshly baked Welsh cakes will 
be available. 

Entrance £2.50 for adults, will 
include Welsh cake and tea or 
coffee. Children admitted free. 

Ar Ddydd Sadwrn, Mawrth 
laf, cynhelir Bore Cojfi yn 
Neuadd Lai y Bontfaen rhwng 
10.30am - 12pm gan Perched y 
Wawr Bydd yr elw ar gyfer 
Cylch Meithrin y Bontfaen. 

Bydd raffl, stondinau amrywiol a 
phice ar y maen wedi eu coginio 
ynffres are gael yn ystod y dig- 
wyddiad. Pris mynediad oedolyn 
bydd £2.50 i gynnwys te neu 
goffi a phicen ar y maen. 
Mynediad am ddim i blant. 
Croeso cynnes i bawb. 

Rummage sale 

A RUMMAGE sale will be 


What’s On 

INBRffiF 

held in All Saints Church, 
Lesser hall, Victoria Square, 
Penarth on Saturday, March 1 
from 10am until llJOam. 
Entry 50p to include coffee/tea. 
Plenty of bargains for all. All 
proceeds for charity. 

Councillors’ 
surgery 
THE Llantwit Eirst 
Independents will hold a sur¬ 
gery at the Heritage Centre, 
Town Hall, Llantwit Major on 
Saturday, March 1, from 
9.30am until 1130am. 
Residents who have an issue to 
raise are welcome to attend. 

Mayor’s coffee 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Mayor is hosting a charity cof¬ 
fee morning in aid of RAFA 
Barry branch on Tuesday, 
March 4 from 10.30am-12noon 
in the Civic Office. All are wel¬ 
come. 

District Flower 
Arrangers Club 

COWBRIDGE and District 
Flower Arrangers Club will 
meet at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 
March 5 in the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 

Ruth Milton-Jones will give a 
demonstration entitled ‘Fun of 
the Fairground.’ 

Come, relax and enjoy the 
evening. A warm welcome 


awaits you. 

Art society 

AT Cowbridge Art Society on 
March 6, Abergavenny artist 
Jantien Powell will lead a prac¬ 
tical session on painting (pop¬ 
pies with acrylic, ink and pas¬ 
tels). 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at the Old 
Hall, Cowbridge, 7pm - 9pm 
and visitors and new members 
are welcome. For details of 
activities see www.cowbridgeart- 
society.com. 

Bowls meeting 

LLANTWIT Ladies Bowling 
Club’s preseason meeting has 
been changed to Friday, March 
7 at 2.30pm. Old and new 
members are welcome; free 
coaching. 

Cowbridge lecture 

COWBRIDGE History 
Society’s next lecture will be on 
Friday, March 7 at 7.30pm in 
the Lesser Hall of the Town 
Hall, Cowbridge, entitled: 
Rorke’s Drift - Zulu and the 
Welsh Connection, by Don 
Gerrard (Cowbridge History 
Society). All welcome! 

Happy mediums 

AN evening of mediumship 
will be presented by Barry 
National Spiritualist Church 
and Centre, Buttrills Road, 
Barry, on Monday, March 3 at 
7pm, with Moya O’Dwyer and 
Leah Bond. 


Omgra Comas 



Day Trips & Tours 
Spring & Sununer 2014 


Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

GAP 

Child 

18/3/2014 

Tuesday 

Moreton in the Marsh (Market Day) 

£11.00 

£10.50 

29/3/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

12/4/2014 

Saturday 

Weston Super Mare 

£12.00 

£11.00 

19/4/2014 

Saturday 

Windsor & Legoland (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

22/4/2014 

Tuesday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

26/4/2014 

Saturday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

06/5/2014 

Tuesday 

Abergavenny Market 

£9.95 

£9.50 

10/5/2014 

Saturday 

Malvern Spring Gardening Show (Coach Only) 

£11.50 

£10.50 

17/5/2014 

Saturday 

London Flyer, Sights or London Show (Coach Only) 

£15.50 

£15.00 

24/5/2014 

Saturday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

26/5/2014 

Monday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

07/6/2014 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon 

£12.95 

£11.95 

13/6/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 

14/6/2014 

Saturday 

Oxford City Centre 

£14.00 

£13.50 

21/6/2014 

Saturday 

Ross on Wye ‘Labels’ & Gloucester Quays 

£11.50 

£10.50 

28/6/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

05/7/2014 

Saturday 

Street Village & Weston Super Mare 

£12.50 

£11.50 

12/7/2014 

Saturday 

Worcester 

£13.75 

£13.00 

18/7/2014 

Friday 

Cheshire, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£185.00 

£185.00 

19/7/2014 

Saturday 

Haverfordwest & St Davids City 

£14.00 

£13.50 

23/7/2014 

Wednesday 

Royal Welsh Show, Coach Only 

£12.00 

£11.50 

25/7/2014 

Friday 

Lincoln, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£159.50 

£159.50 

11/8/2014 

Monday 

Norwich & Sandringham, 5 Day Hoiiday, 4* 

£264.00 

£264.00 

01/9/2014 

Monday 

Cork Ireland, 5 Day Holiday, 4* Hotel 

£355.00 

£355.00 

3/10/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 


Additional Summer, Autumn & Winter dates will be added to our full 
2014 programme. Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore 
early reservation is essential. Local pickups throughout South Wales. 


Short Break 
Holidays 
Summer 2014 

Friday 13th June & 
17th October 2014. 
Cotswolds, 4 days 
Friday to Monday. 
Adults £171.50. 

Friday 18th July 
2014. Cheshire, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £185. 

Friday 27th July 
2014. Lincoln, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £159.50. 

Monday 11th 
August 2014. 
Norwich 5 days 
Monday to Friday. 
Adults £264. 

Monday 1st 
September 2014. 
Cork, Ireland, 

5 days Monday 
to Friday. 

Adults £355. 

Call our reservations 
line for further 
information on 
01656 660366 



For further information on our day trips or the hire of coaches or mini-buses 

Telephone 01656 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 FAL 


It’s easy to fcill for 
the charms of Her 


J OAQUIN 
PHOENIX 
has built an 
impressive body of 
work, teaming 
with directors to 
produce solid 
work that, more 
often than not, 
achieves critical, if 
not box office, 
acclaim. 

Coming off the back 
of an Oscar-nominated 
turn in Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s The Master, 
Phoenix partners with 
Spike Jonze in Her. 

Phoenix plays 
Theodore, a lonely, 
recently separated 
writer, who purchases a 
new operating system 
for his computer; when 
said operating system is 
installed, calling herself 
Samantha (and voiced 
by Scarlett Johansson), 
Theodore finds himself 
slowly falling for the 
system, and Theodore’s 
life becomes a far better 
proposition - but for 
how long? 

The concept of artifi¬ 
cial intelligence being 
able to match, and even 
supercede, human intel¬ 
ligence is one that has 
fuelled cinema for 
years, whether it be 
action blockbuster or 
thoughtful small-scale 
films. 

Her is a film that 
leans on the latter, but 
while it’s a premise that 
could be played for 
broad laughs, the end 
result is a film that is 
tender and contempla¬ 
tive, a work that takes a 
mirror to the habits of a 
population seemingly 
more invested in tech¬ 
nology than humanity, 
and shows the outcome 
of such habits; it’s emo¬ 
tive, touching and intel¬ 
ligent, if perhaps slight¬ 
ly too drawn-out. 

Spike Jonze’s filmog¬ 
raphy is littered with 
woozy, offbeat subject 
matter, yet married to 
an emotional core that 
always grounds the sub¬ 
ject matter, and Her is 
no different; the set-up 
giving way to what you 
could class as a tradi¬ 
tional romantic film. 

The characters meet, 
fall for each other and 
then slowly the sheen of 
the new relationship 
gives way to recrimina¬ 
tions and misunder¬ 
standing; the fact that 
this occurs between a 
man and a computer 
system almost feels 
redundant, and is down¬ 
played beautifully. 

Visually Jonze gives 
the film a futuristic feel 
yet without being gim¬ 
micky; the technology 
is in advance of our 
own, physical books are 


now a rarity (something 
that seems to be getting 
closer each day) but the 
concerns and emotions 
are all too real. 

Jonze invests a light 
touch but with an 
undercurrent of sadness 
and melancholia, and, 
as Samantha becomes 
more sentient, a slightly 
darker, sinister edge 
that slowly builds 
towards a climax which 
is both low-key and fit¬ 
ting. 

Having written the 
script as well, there are 
the common elements 
of low-key comedy at 
play that pervade 
Jonze’s work, but the 
film’s main message 
concerns our use and 
reliance on technology. 

The world Jonze has 
created is one thorough¬ 
ly lacking in human 
interaction (aside from 
Theodore’s friendship 
with neighbour Amy, 
beautifully played by 
Amy Adams), people 
are too engaged in their 
computers and phones 
to actually engage with 
each other. 

Theodore’s attempt at 
dating goes awkwardly 
wrong, while 
Samantha’s attempts to 
engage the use of a sur- 
rrogate to fulfil the 
physical side of their 
relationship meets a 
similarly toe-curling 
end; it seems Jonze has 
desensitised the charac¬ 
ters to humanity, a tech¬ 
nology-obsessed popu¬ 
lace flirting around the 
edges with the real 
world. 

It is both a warning 
message and also a 
reflection of modem 
society, even down to 
Theodore’s job of com¬ 
posing letters on behalf 
of people to their loved 
ones. 

The performances are 
wonderfully measured, 
Joaquin Phoenix 
embodying Theodore 
with a sad-sack quality, 
a man who is crying out 
to be awoken from his 
mundane life and, per- 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


haps, seeking solace in 
the fact he can engage 
in something without 
the commitment of 
being with someone 
real. 

It’s a beautiful per¬ 
formance, subtle and 
aching, and given that 
he spends the majority 
of his screentime con¬ 
versing with a voice, all 
the more impressive. 

Said voice is essayed 
with aplomb by Scarlett 
Johansson, whose 
smoky larynx gives 
Samantha a personality 
rather than a disembod¬ 
ied voice; it’s easy to 
see why Theodore falls 


BRIDGEND-BORN 
newsreader Huw 
Edwards and for¬ 
mer rugby union 
star JPR Williams 
are among a host of 
famous faces who 
have put pen to 
paper to take part 
in this year’s 
National Doodle 
Day. 

Their doodles will be 
auctioned on eBay, along 
with dozens of celebrity 
scribbles, from Friday, 


for her, but as the rela¬ 
tionship grows and the 
first seeds of doubt are 
thrown in, Johansson 
manages to convey the 
changes with great 
effect. 

Certainly, the film 
does feel a bit leggy in 
places, with some story 
elements stretched out a 
little too much, and 
some of the emotional 
impact doesn’t quite hit 
home as hard as intend¬ 
ed; but as a piece of 
work that makes you 
feel and think. Her suc¬ 
ceeds in every way, a 
beautiful piece of work 
that satisfies. 

VERDICT-A 
touching film about 
human disconnect and 
the urge to lose our¬ 
selves in virtual worlds. 
Her is a gorgeous 
effort, wonderfully 
brought to life by 
Joaquin Phoenix and 
Scarlett Johansson’s 
vocals; Spike Jonze’s 
writing is sharp, his 
direction woozily beau¬ 
tiful, and it all comes 
together to make a cap¬ 
tivating watch. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Lost In 
Translation (2003), 

Blue Valentine (2010). 


March 7 National Doodle 
Day. The auction will 
raise money for national 
charity Epilepsy Action. 

Information on the 
National Doodle Day 
celebrity auction and 
competition can be found 
a t 

nationaldoodleday.org .u 
k. The auction will run 
from March 7 to Sunday, 
March 16. 

The closing date for 
entries into the National 
Doodle Day competition 
is Friday, April 4. 



Huw and JPR 
to ‘doodle’ for 
Epilepsy Action 
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Traditional Stove Designs 


DO YOU HAVE 
MISTED/FOGGY 
DOUBLE GLAZING 


No need to 
change the 
window. 
Just change 
the glass. 


Tel: 01446 741579 
Mob: 07909 991691 
JONES upvc 


Ibpstak 

Stoves I Kitchens I Ranges I Renewables 

Come and take a look, 
.ax over a coffee, 
enjoy a browse. 

I 

Unit 42, Vale Business Park, 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 

Call 01446 771567 | wvwv.topstak.co.uk 

Find us on: □n 




r 


Lottery cash 
for good causes 


MORE than £3.4 
million of National 
Lottery funding 
was invested into 
the Vale and Brid¬ 
gend county bor¬ 
ough last year. 

A total of 237 grants 
were awarded, providing 
a cash boost to local arts, 
sport and heritage and 
community groups help¬ 
ing the area’s most vul¬ 
nerable people. 

A Lottery spokesman 
said: “In 2013, grants 
awarded included £5,078 
to 5th Barry (Salem 
Baptist) Sea Scout 
Group for a safety boat 
cover for canoeing and 
sailing; £50,000 to the 
Vale Council for a light 
art commission to en¬ 
hance the iconic eastern 
shelter on the promenade 
at Barry Island; and 
£1,245 to Cowbridge 
Judo Club to buy equip¬ 


ment and for coach edu¬ 
cation.” 

These projects, and 
any organisation which 
has received Lottery 
funding, have a chance 
to gain national recogni¬ 
tion for their work, as 
the National Lottery 
Awards 2014 open for 
entries. 

The winners of The 
National Lottery Awards 
will receive a £2,000 
cash prize and national 
recognition at a star- 
studded event broadcast 
on BBC-1 later this year. 

If you want to see a 
local project celebrated 
in this year’s National 
Lottery Awards, visit 
www.nationallot- 
teryawards.org.uk to 
find out more or call 
0207 293 3599; entries 
must be received by mid¬ 
night on March 12. 


«^-ovcn clcaninj^ 

^ Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 


THE BEAR HOTEL 
LINKS UP WITH 
LEISURE CENTRE 

THE Bear Hotel in Cowbridge and the 
town’s leisure centre have teamed up to 
offer any visitors who stay at the Bear 
Hotel use of the centre. 

The leisure centre is situated just behind the hotel, 
boasts a 50-station gym, and runs a variety of classes 
to help people improve and reach health and fitness 
goals 

Managing director of the Bear Hotel, Julian Hitch¬ 
cock, speaking about the partnership, said: “We are 
proud of our local connections and we have been 
looking at a way of helping our residents to keep fit 
while they are staying with us - and with the leisure 
centre on our doorstep, this seemed the ideal way. 

“I and my Bear Back Riders team will be taking 
part in the East Coast Cycle Ride for Velindre in Sep¬ 
tember, so know the importance of keeping in shape.” 

The hotel will also shortly be launching its ‘ride a 
bike to work’ scheme and will again be offering this 
to any residents who wish to leave their cars in the 
car park and cycle to the office. 


George’s fond memories 
of Barry Town AFC 

(and his sporting travels!) 


From left to right: 1. ? 2. The manager, Harry Haslam. 3. George Gray. 4 Colin Vincent. 5. Peter 
Isaacs. 6. John Prosser. 7 Ken Dolman. 8. Albert Gardner (trainer). 9. Basil Bright 10 Brian James. 11 
?. 12. George Evans. 13 ? Brewer. 14 Trevor Clarke. 15 Dick Twigg. 16 Bill Hanbury. 17 Mr Snook 
(Director).... Can readers fill in the blanks and tell us more? 


FORMER Barry Town 
AFC footballer, George 
Evans, supplied The GEM 
with this nostalgic re¬ 
minder of the team in the 
late 1950s - but wonders 
whether anyone can fill in 
the blanks. 

The photograph was taken dur¬ 
ing a reception at a hotel in Tor- 
bay. 

George explained: “I know it 
was in the late 1950s, but I can’t 
remember the exact date. 

“We were in Torbay because 
we were playing Exeter. There 
aren’t many of us left - I’m 78 
now.” 

The manager, Harry Haslam 
(second left) died in 1986 at the 
age of 65. He was more famous 
for managing Sheffield United in 
the late seventies and in the mid¬ 
seventies getting Luton Town pro¬ 
motion to the top tier of English 
football, then known as the Eirst 
Division. 

George, who is from Barry, and 
now lives in Rhoose, excelled at 
two sports. 


“I got a Welsh youth football 
cap against England and played in 
the Southern League and the 
Welsh League, and I was the 
Welsh table tennis champion five 
times.” 

After his football career was 
over, George was invited to play 
in the German table tennis league 
and competed well into his for¬ 
ties. 

“At the time, Kevin Keegan 
was playing football for Ham¬ 
burg. 

“I used to go and watch Ham¬ 
burg and on one occasion a chap 
sat next to me and when I looked 
across at him I realised it was 
Eranz Beckenbauer. 

“I also got the chance to meet 
Kevin Keegan. He was a very 
friendly, sociable guy.” 

That period also led to one of 
his most enduring friendships. 

“At one time the German table 
tennis league only allowed one 
foreigner per team, but eventually 
they relaxed the rule. 

“A Chinese player joined, 
Liang Geliang. We hit it off and 
are still in touch all these years 


later.” 

George has visited 35 countries 
in his life - many of them thanks 
to his career in table tennis. 

Of all the countries he visited, 
one leaves the most indelible 
mark on his memory. 

“In 1977,1 went to play in Py¬ 
ongyang, North Korea. 

“Every room contained a pho¬ 
tograph of the leader. An Ameri¬ 
can toew one of the photographs 
out of the window and there was 
an investigation. It was very 
frightening wondering whether 
we would get out of the country.” 

Erom his twenties until his 
mid-forties, George worked as a 
‘trimmer’ at Barry docks, helping 
in the safe movement of coal into 
ships that took the ‘black gold’ 
around the globe. 

Nowadays, George enjoys an¬ 
other sport. 

“I play golf at Wen voe Golf 
Club. Sometimes I tal k to a friend 
about football and he is the same 
as me - we prefer rugby. I don’t 
like all the diving and wrestling 
matches in the box - that’s not 
football.” 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 

available 

(Flo Gas 


Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Instailation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for ail your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

For stores oniy phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 849125 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


E 




mMmtx 




OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


Sandville centre thanks 
Cardiff and Vale College 
students for their support 



The 

A GROUP of com¬ 
plementary therapy 
students from 
Cardiff and Vale 
College have been 
thanked for their 
hard work during 
work placements at 
a south Wales self- 
help centre. 

The students practised 
reflexology at the 
Sandville Self-help 
Centre, which is based in 
Ton Kenfig, near 
Porthcawl. Sandville 
treats people with a 
range of illnesses, as 
well as their friends and 
relatives. 

The Level 3 students 
also received treatments 
from the centre’s thera- 


students with Sandville reflexologist Colin Karp. 


pists. 

Colin Karp, a reflex¬ 
ologist at Sandville, vis¬ 
ited the students at the 
College’s Colcot Road 
site in a personal capaci¬ 
ty to thank the students 
and give them some 
feedback. 

“The response that I 
have had was very posi¬ 
tive,” Colin said. 

“Everyone has said 
that the students have 
been very courteous and 
effective . 
Congratulations to them 
and many thanks to the 
college for all of the help 
that you have given us.” 

The CAVC head of 
hairdressing, beauty and 
complementary thera¬ 
pies, Ceri Evans, said: 
“Working with Sandville 


has given our learners 
extensive knowledge in 
treating individuals with 
a wide variety of long¬ 
term illnesses. 

“This experience has 


encouraged some of our 
learners to continue their 
work experience into the 
voluntary sector and 
really make a difference 
in their communities.” 


Barry schoolgirl’s 
death was accident 

AN inquest in Cardiff this week recorded 
a verdict of accidental death on a Barry 
schoolgirl. 

Georgia Marshall, 13, received a fatal electric 
shock when she touched an aluminium ladder in the 
family home. 

The inquest heard that an electric cable that was 
wrapped around the ladder had become worn, and a 
live wire had come into contact with the metal lad¬ 
der. 

The Assistant Coroner, Christopher Woodley, told 
the inquest that death would have been “almost 
instantaneous”. 


Beauty doesn’t have to come at a price... 
...with our replacement kitchen doors 

and worktops 






iManmiM 

A Urndy run 
butincss with 
19 ytari 
nl f ap«*rtivr 
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Less mess 
Less time 
Less cost 


Using your existing cabinets, we 
wil ^epiace your doors 
and worktops 
•"ejuvenati ig 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and mayhem! 



01446 688018/01656 360027 


www.door-doctor.co.uk 


CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL DOOR 
DOCTOR 

FOR A FREE 

CONSUIIAT10N UHES OPf K NON-fW SAM-rPM SAT 8AM.4PM; SUN l«AM-4PM 




'Tom t. Oht- 14 
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Four speakers enthral English Speaking Union 


Enid Evans 
and Catherine 
James from St 
Nicholas, who 
helped with 
the schools’ 
public 
speaking 
competitions. 

I Words and pictures by HEATHER MARCH. \ 

FROM Treorchy to Timbuktoo was the in¬ 
triguing title of the February lunch and 
meeting of the south Wales branch of the 
English Speaking Union. 

Members were given an insight into ‘where their 
money goes’ - as four speakers gave presentations 
on their projects, all sponsored by the branch. The 
aim of the ESU is to promote the English language 
at home and overseas and this was certainly demon¬ 
strated. 

Annie Syrett told of her work with street children 
in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, where knowledge of English 
lifts many into employment. 

Anna-Rose Thomas (aged 16) from Treorchy 
Comprehensive, demonstrated her public speaking 
ability. Last year, this school team won the Wales 
competition finals, run by the branch (26 schools en¬ 
tered teams) and went on to the ESU national finals, 
where Anna-Rose was chosen as the best overall 
speaker. Her two team mates also came to the lunch. 

Sandra Skinner from Hay-on-Wye spoke of that 
town’s twinning with Timbuktoo, West Africa, and 
the value of the sponsorship to help teach remedial 
English to children there. 

The last speaker was Alex Palmer, a student on the 
BA (Hons) acting course at the Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama who has this year won the 
branch-sponsored award for achievement in Shake¬ 
speare, and who gave an enthralling taste of his per¬ 
formances in Richard II, Twelfth Night and Hamlet. 

All 100 members who attended agreed that this in¬ 
formative afternoon had been a great success and 
were delighted to also welcome students from How¬ 
ells School, Llandaff, whose staff are hosting a new 
primary schools speaking competition in conjunction 
with the branch. 

The next meeting of the branch (membership now 
aproximately 300) will be on April 29 at the Cardiff 
City Stadium, when the speaker will be Lady Carnar¬ 
von on ‘The Real Downton Abbey’. 

For details of membership contact Derek Morgan, 
chairman, on 01656 669129. 




Muriel Harrison (ESU regional development officer) 
and Molly, with David Owen from Penarth. 







LEET: 

Ian Campbell 
(from Penarth) 
and Kate 
Thomas from 
Nelson - Lord 
Lieutenant of 
Mid- 



Glamorgan. 



Derek Morgan with Lowri Pritchard and the Treorchy team, 
Anna-Rose Thomas, Josh Wilson and Liam Nagle-Coco. 


Local Weekly 
Newspapers 


with You 
All The Way 




E localweeklies ^ @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynew3paper3.co.uk 


I ^ 


You are invited to the 



I 

Barry Sixth Form ' 
Information Evening 

for prospective students 
Find out more on 

Thursday 13th March 

at Barry Comprehensive School 
from 5 P.M. to 7 P.M. 




BAF^nV 

F®RM 


We offer over 40 different subjects 



at AS / A2, BTEC & WBQ, the 
highest number in the locality 

Barry Comprehensive School 
01446 411411 
www.barrycomp.com 

Bryn Hafren Comprehensive School 

01446 403500 

www.brynhafren.webeden.co.uk 
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WIN A campaign dispels the myths... 

Local newspapers are 
With You AU The Way’ 


AN unprecedented multi-media 
promotional campaign is being 
mounted nationwide by local 
weekly newspapers and the 
Weekly Independent 
Newspaper Association 
(WINA). 

WINA will lead the UK’s 930 week¬ 
ly newspapers in reinforcing aware¬ 
ness of the involvement local weekly 
newspapers have in the wellbeing of 
their local communities and the role 
that the local weekly newspaper plays 
as a focal point of community life. 

A TV campaign with a 30-second 
showcase advertisement was launched 
on February 21, on Granada, Border, 
Yorkshire (South, Central, East and 
West) ITV, LWT and Meridian (East 
and West), (areas specific to WINA 
newspaper titles) backed up by a 90- 
second extended version to be fea¬ 
tured on all weekly newspaper web¬ 
sites across the UK. 

A specially commissioned song, 
‘Movies in My Mind’ has been com¬ 
posed and is used in the promotion. 

‘^With You All The Way^ can be 
viewed at: 

http:lllocalweeklynewspapers.co.ukl. 

Using animation, it has been possi¬ 
ble to vividly bring to life the interac¬ 
tion between a central character 
named Ray, his local community and 
his local weekly newspaper. 

Starting shortly after his birth, 
(reported in the newspaper birth 
columns) Ray is then seen featuring in 
a Nativity play - as a donkey. 

A local newspaper photographer is 
present. At a campaign run in the 
local paper to save a local wood Ray 


meets his future wife and he later buys 
a cafe from advertising within the 
local paper and refurbishes it from 
services found within the classified 
columns, culminating in a local 30 
year anniversary news piece. 

Einally, the story turns full circle at 
a Nativity play which includes a per¬ 
formance by Ray’s grandson - this 
time also reported online by the local 
weekly newspaper, and shown on a 
tablet held by his grandfather. 

The campaign has the support of 
the Newspaper Society, the organisa¬ 
tion representing the local press 
throughout the UK. 

Local weekly newspapers’ audience 
is bigger than ever - having a weekly 
readership of 22.5 million every week 
across the country in every town, vil¬ 
lage and community in the UK and a 
growing online and mobile audience 
expanding this figure to approximate¬ 
ly 25 million each week. 

The coverage and readership Local 
Weeklies have in print and online in 
their communities is larger than any 
other media. 

Local Weeklies remain closely con¬ 
nected to their local communities and 
are trusted more than any other 
media within them. 

Joanna Parlby (Chairman of 
WINA and Managing Director of 
Newark Advertiser Media Group), 
said: “We are working to dispel some 
of the myths that local newspapers 
and the role they have in their com¬ 
munities may be under threat. 

“There have always been and will 
be challenges, but we are confident 
that the closeness and trust we share 
with the readers and advertisers we 
have in every community in print and 


online will enable us to carry on serv¬ 
ing them as we have done through the 
many economic upturns and down¬ 
turns there have been, and the evolu¬ 
tion of media into the 27Ist century”. 

The promotion was originally the 
idea of Sir Ray Tindle (Chairman of 
Tindle Newspapers), who said: “1 am 
delighted that this promotion for local 
weekly newspapers has come to 
fruition through the great drive and 
effort of Joanna Parlby as Chairman 
of WINA, Russell Whitehair, 

Geraldine Allinson, and Jeremy 
Willis”. 

David Newell (Director of the 
Newspaper society), said: “Weekly 
newspapers are the cornerstone of the 
newspaper industry in the UK. They 
connect communities and businesses 
together in a way which no other 
media can. 

“Today marks the launch of a 
nationwide initiative to promote week¬ 
ly newspapers and celebrate their suc¬ 
cess and their future. 

“The Newspaper Society will play 
its full part in supporting the WINA 
campaign and in ensuring key opinion 
formers understand the central role 
weekly newspapers have in today’s 
media landscape”. 

The GEM says: 

“As part of Tindle Newspapers, we 
are proud to take part in a national 
campaign that turns the spotlight on 
something very close to our hearts - 
the much-prized relationship between 
ourselves and the local community we 
serve.’’ 


Family fun at Palmerston 
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01446 733762 



T here wiu be 
fun for all the 
family to cele¬ 
brate St David’s Day 
in the Palmerston 
Centre, Barry, at an 
event organised by 
the Vale play develop¬ 
ment team, in part¬ 
nership with adult 
and community learn¬ 
ing. 

The theme of the fun 
day is to celebrate the 
child’s right to play and 
there will be plenty of 
play activities on offer 
for both children and 
adults of all ages to 
enjoy, all with a Welsh 
theme. 

Admission is FREE 
and there will be the 
chance to try some arts 
and crafts, junk model¬ 
ling, photography, clay, 
baking Welsh cakes and 
soft play. 

Toys and activities 
will be provided for 
under-fives with their 
parents in the 
Palmerston Centre 
creche. Parents will be 
able to join in the fun, or 
relax with a coffee, 
while the children play 
under the supervision of 
Vale of Glamorgan play 
staff. 

Families are welcome 
to get into the spirit of 
the occasion by wearing 
their Welsh hats and cos¬ 
tumes. 

For more information, 
contact the Play 
Development team or 
call Palmerston Centre 
on 01446 733762. 


VOICES FROM THE 
FACTORY FLOOR 


RIGHT: 

ith f. . io 


Jane Hutt AM with 
Chair Jenny Sabine 
and local historian 
Deidre Beddoe. 
VALE AM Jane 
Hutt met members 
and staff from the 
Women’s Archive of 
Wales at an event in 
the Senedd on 
February 19, and 
learnt more about 
their latest project, 
‘Voices from the 
Factory Floor.’ 

The project has 
secured a grant from 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to record the oral 
histories of women who 
worked in light indus¬ 
try factories through¬ 
out Wales between 
1945 and 1973. 

The AM said: “I am 
proud to be a member 
of the Women’s 
Archive of Wales, 
which seeks to promote 
the recognition of 
women in Welsh histo¬ 
ry and preserve fasci¬ 
nating sources of 
women’s history in 
Wales. 

‘If you are interested 
in learning more about 
this wonderful charity, 
please visit their website 
at www.womensarchive- 
wales.org” she urged. 



Apprentice off to 
work in Cyprus 

BEAUTY 
apprentice 
Anna Henley, 
from the Vale 
Resort Spa, 

Hensol, has 
been selected 
for a work 
experience 
placement in 
Paphos, 

Cyprus from 
May 31. 

The visit has 
been arranged 
by hair and 
beauty training 

provider ISA Training, based at Pencoed in partner¬ 
ship with Discovery Training in Cyprus. 

The two training providers signed a pioneering 
international partnership last year to deliver hair¬ 
dressing and beauty qualifications in Cyprus. ISA 
Training provides verification and support for City 
& Guilds apprenticeships in hairdressing and beau¬ 
ty delivered by Discovery Training’s three training 
centres. 

Anna will join a group of 10 apprentices and 
two staff on the trip to Paphos, where she will 
spend two weeks working in a salon. As the owner 
and customers speak Greek, the apprentices are 
now learning the language to help them settle in 
quickly. 

“It’s an amazing opportunity and, as I want to 
work abroad in the future, I think it will be the per¬ 
fect experience for me,” said Anna, who began her 
apprenticeship at the Vale Resort Spa last July. 

“I’m excited about seeing what the salons, spas 
and general work culture are like in Cyprus.” 

ISA Training’s managing director Berni Tyler 
thanked owners of salons for agreeing to release 
their apprentices for two weeks in June. 

“We had such a high calibre of applicants that 
we could easily have selected 25 for the Cyprus 
visit,” she said. “Because the learners will be 
working in salons that are typically Greek, they are 
now learning the language to that they can settle in 
quickly,” she added. 



AGENTS WITH 
SOLICITORS’ 
CLOAKS ON... 


THERE are a num¬ 
ber of property 
agents on every High 
Street. Some offer 
special deals, some 
insurance policies, 
some legal advice 
and assistance. 

All are trying to get 
your properties on their 
books with various mar¬ 
keting ploys. 

It is difficult as a land¬ 
lord to know who to go 
to, Newbold Solicitors 
suggest you research 
your agents very careful¬ 
ly, just as you would want 
them to research any 
prospective tenants. 

However, more and 
more agents are offering 
to save you money on 
solicitor’s fees by giving 
you legal advice, and 
even attending court to 
represent you. 

Is there anything 
wrong with this? 
Catherine from Newbold 
states: “An agent has no 
rights of audience, which 
means they cannot sign 
legal documents, or 
attend court to represent 
you. 

“If they do, they may 
be breaking the law 
(Legal Service Act 2007). 
The case is often thrown 
out and this can cost a 
landlord thousands in 
lost rental and tenants’ 
legal costs. 

“Agents do not have 
the relevant training or 


qualifications to give 
legal advice. Is it worth 
taking the risk and not 
paying a solicitor for this 
advice? No, not in my 
opinion. 

“With the average rent 
being £600 a month, 
every month delayed is a 
month without rent. 

“Why trust an unqual¬ 
ified and unregulated 
agent to give advice. 
Would you ask your local 
herbalist to diagnose a 
reoccurring illness? 

“You might, but I sug¬ 
gest you go to your GP. ” 

With a leading hous¬ 
ing specialist in your 
area, it is not worth the 
risk and the cost is not as 
much as you may think. 
Newbolds only charge 
from £250 for a posses¬ 
sion order. 

Congratulations! 
CONGRATULATIONS 
to Kate O’Sullivan from 
our Neath office, who 
has been nominated for 
student of the year in 
her Legal Executive 
exams. 

Kate, who juggles 
being a wife, mother, and 
working full time with 
her difficult CILEX 
exams, came frst in her 
year and on St David’s 
Day will be attending the 
award ceremony in the 
Hilton Cardiff for student 
of the year. 
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LIKE US ON 

facebook 


GL^fel^mOKiNN 

inTfcSIAURANI 


Like us on foi" our Meal Offers, 

Entertainment and Event Evenings 

2 X 8oz Sirloin Steak 
Meals for only £12 

Tue'Sat Lunchtimes & Evenings 

Eacebook Glenbrook Pub for more offers... 

Dobbins Road, Barry, CF63 2NP. 

Tel 01446 747808.www.glenbrookinn.co.uk 


For all the latest information on 
our classes, new clothing ranges, 
special events and exclusive 
competitions, like’ us on Facebook. 


Visit our brand 
new purpose- 
built home: 


barefoot 

\ ■- Mj : t ■ 


Unit 50, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
CF717PF. Tel: 01446 775772 


www.facebook.coni/barefootstudioUK 


For all your 
graphics, 
signs, banners 
and vehicle 
wrapping 
needs 




Enquiries through Facebt'■ ■ tI'.. 

www.facebook.com/gr : 

Unit 29 Vale Business Park Llandow, 
CF71 7PF - 01446 776800 
www.graphics2wrap.co.uk 



STEVENICHOLLS , 

estate agents ' 


faceboojg 


Like us on 


and be the first to know of the 
latest properties on the market 


15 High street, Barry CF62 7EA 
Tel: 01446 735175 
www.steve-nicholls.com 



LIKE US ON 


facebook 


VFM THE MEAT 
SUPERSTORE 

For all our latest 
offers, daily specials 
and competitions 
You can win seme 
great prizes! 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL 01446 721206 

Turn left just before Waitrose then 
follow the yellow VFM signs 


Increase your customer 
base with Facebook - and 
The Glamorgan GEM! 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


A t The Glamorgan 
GEM we are seeing 
social media increas¬ 
ingly becoming used as 
part of the marketing mix, 
along with traditional ad¬ 
vertising - as seen in our 
newspapers, for example. 

Adopted by many organisa¬ 
tions and seen as a free, instant 
mode of communication, it 
raises a company’s profile and 
creates awareness of what they 
do. It also allows for personal 
interaction with customers, im¬ 
proving customer service. 

In The GEM you will often 
see advertisers promoting their 
social media channels with 


Twitter and Facebook logos and 
special promotions. 

This feature brings you the 
information you need to find 
local businesses on Facebook 
and be the first to know about 
what’s on. Take this opportu¬ 
nity to express your affinity and 
‘like’ these businesses on Face- 
book, to keep up to date with all 
their latest news, provide re¬ 
views and feedback, know of 
special offers, and enter their 
exclusive competitions! 

The GEM is now offering 
one lucky reader, every week, 
the chance to win £25 to spend 
with an advertiser. All you have 
to do is ‘like’ The GEM’s Face- 
book page and answer the ques¬ 


tion posted every Wednesday, 
the answer to which can be 
found in that week’s edition. 

Winners are announced on 
Facebook every Monday; find 
us at www.facebook.com/ 
GlamorganGEM to enter and 
good luck! 

We are excited to develop an 
ongoing partnership with our 
advertisers, to help them build 
their social media presence 
through advertising to our loyal 
readers in the Vale and Brid¬ 
gend county boroughs. 

• If you would like to adver¬ 
tise your business in The 
GEM^s next Social Media fea¬ 
ture, please contact us on 
01446 774484. 


Deli 
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k/ffe if 



Like us on 

facebook.com/fftdeli 

For exclusive offers, 
competitions and the latest news. 

12 High St., Barry. Tel: 01446 735711 
www.foodforthoughtbarry.co.uk 

Add us as a friend on facebook for our 
monthly special offers, gift ideas and 
read testimonials from our clients. 
facebook.com/sunkissed.tanning. 750 
www.sunkissedbeautyandtanning.co.uk 
East Street, Llantwit Major CF61 IXY 

Tel: 01446 796883 




YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any OEM advertiser 
this week. Competition running 
every week during 2014. 


zSimply answer the question posted on 
Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week’s GEM which 
is available online and in print every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 

Like us on facebook: 
facebook.com/glamorgangem 






Our GEM Facebook winner for February 20 is: 

Gabrielle Karly Goldie 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question InThe GEM. The answer was: 

Oscars of Cowbridge 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

Our lucky winning reader has chosen to 
spend this £25 voucher with... 
Tiffin Rasoi 

The competition runs every week throughout 2014 
with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 



Now Good Salon accredited 


Beth Daniel 

Hoirdcsiqfxrf 




n 


FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

for all our latest special offers, 
inspirational hair style photos & 
to see our latest products in action! 

Search "Beth Daniel Hair Designers" 


01656 750108 20 Dunraven Place, BRIDGEND 

Tues-Thurs 9am-5.30pm, Friday 9am-7pm, Saturday 9am-4pm 
Professional Service • Affordable Prices 


Find and ‘like’ us on Facebook. 

Here you will find all our 
latest stock, news and 
special offers. 

facebook.com/homecomfortsfw 

For all your traditionally 
made, quality furniture. 


4A WEST WINDS BUSINESS POUNDFIELD 
PARK, LLANGAN, , SHOPPING PRECINCT, 
Nr COWBRIDGE, LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CF35 5DR CF61 1XA 

Next to Llangan Primary School - Free Parking and Complimentary Coffee! 




Not 
visited 
. us 

“ before? 

‘Like’ us on Facebook to read 
recommendations from our customers 
and to stay quickly up to date with all 
our latest news and special otters. 

facebook.com/ 

OscarsofCowbridge 

65 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 7AF 01446 771984 JL 




BARRY’S ONE STOP FOR HAIR, BEAUTY & NAILS 


Friend request us on 
/Hg.l All About You 


For our latest offers and last minute 
appointment deals. 


230 Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HS. 
l^l^^hcne :0I44^ 734159 
Z4HR BOOKING LINE 07512 812014 
E-Mail; allaboutyou230@hotmail.conri 


LIKE US ON 

facebook. 



Add US as a friend on facebook! 

See photos of new dishes appearing 
on our menus, news of special 
events and offers. 

www.facebook.com/barleymowpenyllyn 
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& COOKWARE GENfRE 

Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 

3A Tynewydd Road, King Square, Barry also our shop warehouse at 252 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS. 

(Situated between the multistorey car park and the Bassett). Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a comprehensive display of appliances. 

Fai. 


Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


Freestanding 
& Built In 
Ovens & Hobs 
Dishwashers 
Washing Machines 
Fridge Freezers 
Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more.. 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £159.99 




INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


We price match with the 

internet and superstores wherever 
possible! Please call for a quote... 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


NEW LARDER FRIDGE 

^ • SOcin wide • Auto Defrost 

OUR PRICE 

£98.99 

UK’s cheapest under 
counter fridge? 

• Well known superstore 

^ price £109.99 

Brand New 
WASHING MACHINE 

OUR PRICE 

£149.90 

UK’s cheapest washing 
machine? 

• Well-known superstore 
price £169.99 • our normal 

_ instore price £159.99 



BOSCH 


11 HotpOhlt 


STOVES 


Selection of RANGE 
COOKERS in stock 


B€Ka •srsmeg 

QinoesiT 
plus many other top name brands... 


Up to 5 years Manufacturers Warranty 


REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 




from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 


Special offer 
extended until the 
end of March 

All in stock SINKS & TAPS 
now on offer 

BELOW 
INTERNET 


PRICES. 

Approx 'f:: 
100 taps ^ 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while 
stocks last 

FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

from only 

£ 179.99 




Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available. Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 
Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


01446 730884 



Appliances used for illustration purposes only 
Prices quoted for ex-display items, unless otherwise stated 
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Jane Hutt with pupils, teachers^ 
parents, and governors from 
Dinas Powys Infant School. 




Musicians accompany the family service at All Saints Church. 

ALL Saints Church 
in Victoria Square, 

Penarth, is holding a 
pancake lunch on 
Shrove Tuesday, 

March 4, between 
12pm-2pm. 

The entry cost (£7.50 
for adults and £3 for chil¬ 
dren) includes savoury 
and sweet pancakes and 
tea or coffee, and there 
will also be a raffle and 
tombola. The lunch takes 
place on the gallery in the 
church, with all proceeds 
to the church re-ordering 
fund. 

At 6.30pm, please join 
us for a Praise and Pan¬ 
cake Party, with contem¬ 
porary worship music led 
by the All Saints Worship 
Team. This uplifting 
service for all the family 
will begin at 6.30pm, 
with a break for refresh¬ 
ments at about 7pm. All 
are welcome at both 
events. For more infor¬ 
mation visit, www.all- 
saintspenarth.org.uk. 

All Saints Church in youth group and musical 
Penarth held two special ensemble, 
services during February Rev Peter Cox gave 
on the theme ‘Don’t the address, aided by 
worry - trust God!’ This some interesting bird 
was based on the teaching puppets, and there was an 
in Matthew’s Gospel opportunity for everyone 
where Jesus points to the present to lay a stone rep- 
birds of the air and lilies resenting their worries at 
of the field to emphasise the foot of the cross, 
how God will take care of The 12th Penarth 
our needs. Brownies were, as usual. 

The monthly Messy in attendance and this 
Church event on Febru- rnonth shared their 
ary 16 gave a large num- Brownie song, as well as 
her of families the a short history of the 
opportunity to enjoy a Brownies who were 
range of crafts, games founded 100 years ago 
and activities related to this year, 
this message, including The March Messy 
making lilies, ‘Trust God’ Church and family serv- 
bookmarks, floating ice will focus on baptism 
prayer flowers and Lego and being part of the fam- 
birds. ily of God - all are wel- 

Dawn Casey led the come! For more 
worship with Nigel information visit 

Lloyd-Latham at the www.allsaintspenarth.org 
piano, before everyone -uk. 
sat down to a delicious MEL GRIFFIN 

tea. (Churchwarden) 


ABOVE: Making bookmarks at All 
Saints^ Messy Church event. 

A well-attended family 
service on Sunday, Febru¬ 
ary 23 built on the theme, 
with hymns and worship 
songs led by the choir. 


Infants launch ‘Book Start’ with AM 

ON Monday, February 17, pupils, parents, teachers and governors from Dinas Powys Infants School met Vale 
AM, Jane Hutt, at the Senedd at the launch of the Book Trusfs ^Book Starf programme. Pupils talked to her 
about their love of learning through reading and books. 


Praise for Pavilion facelift, hut... 


THE newly re-vamped Pe¬ 
narth Pavilion on the Pier, 
run by a charitable trust, 
has been praised by south 
Wales central AM Andrew 
RT Davies. 

“The transformation of the 
pier is remarkable. The Pavilion 
itself has a rich local history and 
it is wonderful to see it being 
brought back into local commu¬ 
nity use,” he said. 

“I was particularly pleased to 
see that funding has been secured 


to offer art classes for children 
with special needs, young carers 
and other young people.” 

However, the Conservative AM 
added: “Clearly more could still 
be done by the local authority to 
support the development of Pe¬ 
narth Pier as a tourist attraction. 

“Parking remains a huge issue 
on Penarth seafront and that 
needs to be addressed for the sake 
of all of local businesses, and 
there is limited signposting in the 
town itself driving visitors to¬ 
wards the pier.” 


Andrew RT Davies AM at Penarth Pavilion 
on the Pier, with Director David Trotman. 


‘Save college 
site’ says FoE 


THE next meeting 
of Barry&Vale 
Friends of the 
Earth will be on 
Tuesday, March 4, 
at 7.30pm, in the 
Castle Hotel, Jewel 
Street, Barry. 

The group were active 
on Saturday, setting up 
their stall outside the 


Ty Hafan lottery draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number 

• £2,000: 882375. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £6,500 was not won this week. 

£10: 758417; 565475; 435471 


607538 

109854 

367440; 427605 

300257 

280308 

202888; 166196 

783466 

454698 

477867; 737933 

762306 

562203 

473601; 424345 

644819. 



• £5: 143132; 479320; 480086 

886855 

130215 

739668; 211349 

357028 

894991 

529531; 528833 

277586 

391741 

632128; 803438 


526281; 

180896; 

417390; 

691513; 

779612; 

562274; 

615888; 

677873; 

286949; 

804629; 


568215; 

162311; 

232196; 

468725; 

246776; 

117008; 

234282; 

393304; 

488101; 

140068; 


145842 

616130 

366922 

547170 

623182 

366989 

462870 

212770 

616958 

593788 


261864 

195090 

401428 

271932 

252645 

268563 

697842 

301580 

264859 

971919 


459367;427183;546479;529407. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please tele¬ 
phone 029 2053 2300. 


town hall in Cowbridge, 
to support the ‘Vale’s 
Not For Shale’ concert 
organised by The Vale 
Says No to Fracking. 

The group continue to 
argue the need for 
changes to the LDP, es¬ 
pecially for green belts 
and housing and will be 
active in opposing any 
proposals for housing at 
Weycock Cross, includ¬ 
ing the college site, 
which is set in the mid¬ 
dle of Barry’s ancient 
woods, protected by a 
SSSI status. 

This site should not 
fall prey to greedy devel¬ 
opers wishing to place 
exclusive apartments in 
our ancient woods. 
Rather, B any & Vale FoE 
will be arguing for the 
college site to once again 
become a centre for edu¬ 
cation, especially envi¬ 
ronmental education, for 
the children of the Vale 
and for a sustainable fu¬ 
ture. 

Keith Stockdale 
Co-ordinator, 
Barry&Vale FoE 
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There’s Praise and 
Pancakes at 
All Saints church! 
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A RATED FREE GLASS 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes 
Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows 
and doors in Wales 


Yale Secured PVC 
Front Doors 

10 year guarantee 
beautiful designs 

A 

only 

£ 550 * 

1 I iM I fitted! 


PVC Back 
Doors 

£ 499 * 


♦Mention This Ad When Ordering 


E>mail: mpnwindowsiOaol.oom 
Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Umt 2 Leckwifh Roa<l. Carditt C#11 6AP 


WINDOWS, DOORS 


10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 LeckwHh Road, Cardiff CF11 SAP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 


YEARS 


& CONSERVATORIES 


www.mpnwindows.com 


Our DOUBLE glazed A rated windows are 


LL THIS AT 0% INTEREST 

8 windows and 2 doors fully fitted 

SSSmtie-eT per month 

French Doors fitted from £31.94 per month 

Conservatories fully fitted me a FREE 

upgrade to a glass root 

from £388.89 per month amazing^ 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 
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40 years on, Vale 
Brass Band still 
going strong! 


THIS year, the Vale of Glamor¬ 
gan Brass Band is celebrating 
40 years of music making in the 
Vale. 

It was formed in January 1974, after 
two public meetings, at the request of 
the Barry Carnival Committee. Some 
instruments were available from the old 
Barry Silver Band, which went out of 
existence in 1955. 

Islwyn Williams, a former member 
of the band, started a series of youth 
classes using instruments dating from 
1918, but these were in a bad state of 
repair. 

Following public meetings, local in¬ 
dustries and businesses in the area were 
approached and fundraising activities 
started. Within six months, several new 
and reconditioned instruments were 
purchased, enabling the band to take 
part in activities for the carnival com¬ 
mittee, including leading the carnival 
parade, with 32 players. 

In October 1983, the band took over 
the Gospel Hall on Barry Road as its 
bandroom, staying there for almost 20 
years, before relocating to its present 
site at Barry Athletic Club, Barry Is¬ 
land. 

Over the last 40 years, the band has 
had its ‘ups and downs’ and five years 
ago almost went out of existence, with 
only eight playing members; but they 
carried on and under the leadership of 


musical director Dave Short, formed 
the nucleus of the 25 players in the band 
today. 

Two years ago, it entered the Welsh 
National Eisteddfod brass band compe¬ 
tition in the Vale and achieved a cred¬ 
itable third place in the fourth section 
standings. 

Encouraged by this result, the band 
entered two other competitions last year 
and although not winning any prizes, 
gave a good account of themselves. Be¬ 
sides competitions, the band take part 
in concerts both indoor and outdoor. 

This Saturday (March 1), the band 
will be joining The Porthcawl Male 
Choir in their St David’s Day Celebra¬ 
tion Concert at All Saints Church, Vic¬ 
toria Avenue, Porthcawl, for an evening 
of music to celebrate St David’s Day. 

The band rehearses on Mondays at 
7.30pm and welcomes anyone who can 
play to come along. 

We do have some instruments but if 
you have a cornet, trombone or any 
other brass instrument gathering dust in 
your attic, why not give it a clean and 
come and have a blow? 

If you haven’t played for years, we 
have a training band at 6.15pm to get 
you started. We meet at Barry Athletic 
Club on Barry Island. For further de¬ 
tails, contact WWW. vale of glamorgan 
brassband.co.uk or ring 0791796841. 

PHIL MAUNDER 


‘Professor of motors’ 
looks to the future 


Monknash church’s 
close connection 
to Neath Abbey 


ON February 18, 
Professor Garel 
Rhys CBE, spoke to 
the Dinas Powys 
Probus Club on 
‘The global automo¬ 
tive sector’. 

Professor Rhys is an 
Emeritus Professor at 
Cardiff University Busi¬ 
ness School and a world 
authority on the motor in¬ 
dustry. After graduating 
from Swansea University, 
he completed a thesis on 
the motor sector and soon 
became an acknowledged 
expert. 

He began by assuring 
members that cars would 
always be in demand, 
they are convenient and 
are flexible in design, 
whereas public transport 
is a compromise. Car 
manufacture is growing 
at a huge rate, more cars 
have been made in the 
last 20 years than were 
made in the previous 120. 

Not long ago, there 
were 500,000 cars in 
China, now there are 
16,500,000, as incomes 
rise and cars there be¬ 
come more affordable. 

Currently in China, 
there is one car to every 
seven people - in the UK 
the ratio is one car to two 
people. 

There have been 180 
new assembly plants con¬ 
structed around the world 
in the last 10 years, but 
there is still enormous 
scope for further expan¬ 
sion, as only six countries 
around the world make 
cars. Australia, for exam¬ 
ple, has no car manufac¬ 
turing facility. 

Relatively few cars are 
now made in the UK. The 
most productive are the 
Nissan plant in Sunder¬ 
land and the Jaguar and 


Land Rover plants, but 
we still make a vast num¬ 
ber of components, most 
of which are exported. 

Ford, which has a large 
plant at Bridgend, make 
one in four of every en¬ 
gine made in the world 
and GKN still have a sig¬ 
nificant component busi¬ 
ness. 

However, it could have 
been much better for the 
UK. At the end of the 
Second World War, 
Britain was given the 
chance to take over VW, 
but the government de¬ 
cided that the company 
had no future and so de¬ 
clined the offer. 

They thought that the 
now defunct Rootes 
Group was a better bet! 

VW now make 25 per 
cent of all cars in Europe, 
embracing VW, Audi, 
Bentley, Porsche, Minis 
and Skoda. 

However, we still ex¬ 
port 60 per cent of all cars 
made in this country and 
the value of these exports 
exceeds the value of im¬ 


ports , even though we im¬ 
port 80 per cent of all the 
cars in this country, be¬ 
cause of the high value 
of Rolls, Bentley and 
Aston Martins. Jaguar 
Motors are improving but 
need to expand their 
range. Imports are usually 
low value items. 

Professor Rhys firmly 
believes that the future 
for the motor industry lies 
in telematics. Within the 
next 15 years, cars will be 
totally controlled by a 
computer which will 
steer, brake, avoid colli¬ 
sions and monitor the 
speed in accordance with 
set limits, and by so doing 
will put insurance compa¬ 
nies out of business and 
traffic police will be re¬ 
dundant. Electric cars 
will be the norm. 

Professor Rhys’s talk 
covered a huge scope of 
the industry world-wide 
and was full of humour. 
The vote of thanks was 
given by Geoff Winter. 

CR 


WE read with con¬ 
siderable interest 
the article concern¬ 
ing recent archaeo¬ 
logical discoveries 
and other ‘finds’ 
along the Vale 
coastline (The 
GEM February 6, 
2014). 

Of particular interest 
to us was the discovery 
of human remains which 
we presume had been 
eroded from the cliff 
edge at Cwm Nash in the 
parish of Monknash. 

These remains un¬ 
doubtedly came from 
formal Christian burials 
in an eroding burial 
ground, partially exca¬ 
vated by a local archaeo¬ 
logical trust some 20 
years ago. 

These were located in 
the floor of the valley 
known as Cwm Nash. 

Your readers may be 
interested to learn that 
the nearby parish church 
of Monknash was origi¬ 
nally a chapel attached 
to the monastic grange 
of Nash, which fclonged 
to Neath Abbey. 

In accord with monas¬ 
tic regulations, this 
chapel had no rights of 
baptism or burial. 

After the dissolution 
of the monasteries in 
1535, the grange came 
into the possession of 
the Stradling family of 
St Donats. 

The chapel in function 
became a parish church 
serving the village com¬ 
munity, which had 
grown up around the 
ruins of the now-aban¬ 
doned monastic grange. 

However, there was a 
problem - namely that 
the church still lacked 


FOR the second 
year running, 
Cardiff-based pub¬ 
lisher, Candy Jar 
Books, is in with a 
chance of winning a 
‘People’s Book 
Prize’ - this time 
with a Vale author. 

Last year One 
Woman’s War took away 
the non-fiction trophy to 
the great delight of the 


the essential legal rights 
of baptism and burial. 

The solution: a secret 
and unofficial burial 
ground was established 
on the floor of Cwm 
Nash, adjacent to a holy 
well dedicated to Our 
Lady Mary. 

This situation was re¬ 
lieved in 1607, when 
Bishop Francis Godwin 
of Llandaff granted, on 
behalf of the parish¬ 
ioners, the right of bap¬ 
tism and ‘burials - both 
in the chapel of 
Monknash and in an ad¬ 
joining cemetery newly 
marked out for them’. 

It is also possible that 
the temporary burial 
place in Cwm Nash, evi¬ 
dently used in the period 
1535 - 1607, continued 
to be used as a secret 
burial place for Roman 
Catholics, as the 
Stradling patrons of the 
church were ‘notorious’ 
Catholic recusants. 

Radiocarbon 14 dates 
obtained from the previ¬ 
ous cemetery excava¬ 
tions agree with the 
documentary evidence 
for a mid 16th - early 
17th century date. 

Further insights into 
the above may be gar¬ 
nered from publications 
such as CAH Green’s 
‘Notes on Churches in 
the Diocese of Llandaff’ 
(1906) p76for 
Monknash and ‘The 
Holy Wells of Wales’ by 
Francis Jones (1954) 
pl81 - ‘Ffynon Fair in 
Cwm Nash Valley, 
Monknash parish near 
the site of an old 
chapel’. 

Gareth Dowdell 
BAMIFA, and Howard 
J Thomas MAFSA, 
Gower. 


author, Eileen 
Younghusband, and the 
Candy Jar team. 

Eileen Younghusband, 
aged 92, from Sully is 
nominated in the non¬ 
fiction category for Men 
I Have Known. 

Eileen said: “I was 
lucky enough to win this 
award for my previous 
book. One Woman’s 
War. To be nominated 
again is a real honour 
and I truly appreciate the 
time people take to 
vote.” 

Founded by best-sell¬ 
ing author Dame Beryl 
Bainbridge, The Peo¬ 
ple’s Book Prize is a lit¬ 
erary competition open 
to all published authors 
and judged solely by the 
general public. 

Votes cast at this stage 
will determine whether 
the authors make it 
through to the finals. All 
shortlisted titles will 
then call for additional 
votes to determine the 
overall winners. 

Voting is open until 
tomorrow, February 28 
via www.peoples- 
bookprize.com. 


Learning to play 
the numbers game 


ON February 18, the Vale NFU 
Ladies met as usual at the Pen- 
llyn Hall, when the speaker was 
Janet Israel, who talked about 
numbers regarding your 
health. 

Cholesterol numbers, blood pressure 
numbers,body mass, weight,- all num¬ 
bers we should know, if we want to 
keep fit and healthy. 

Janet talked enthusiastically and we 
all felt that a new year has started, with 
NFU Ladies determined to get in tip top 
condition. (It was noted that the choco¬ 
late biscuits were not cleared, as is 
usual!) Tina Wride gave the vote of 


thanks. This meeting also took the for¬ 
mat of the ACM and Janet Lewis, retir¬ 
ing chairperson, thanked her committee 
for supporting her during the last two 
years. 

It is customary with the Ladies NFU 
that the chairperson chooses a charity 
of her choice to receive a donation. 
Janet chose the Motor Neurone Disease 
charity and the ladies agreed that £400 
be sent. 

Janet took this opportunity to wel¬ 
come the new chairperson, Ann Rees 
who announced that the next meeting 
will be on March 18 at 7.30pm. New 
members are always welcome. JS 


Sully author is 
in running 
for book prize 


VALE SHOW 
RELAUNCHES 


FOOD 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Agri¬ 
cultural Society is delighted to 
be relaunching the Food Hall at 
this year’s Vale Show. 

Having secured funding from The 
Vale of Glamorgan Farmers’ market 
and Cywain, It will be called ‘The Vale 
Farmers’ Market Food Court’ and will 
accommodate a wide range of artisan 
food producers. 

The show is held at Fonmon Castle 
on August 13 and with the Cowbridge 
Food and Drink Festival taking a break 
this year, it will be one of the premier 
food events in the Vale. 

All exhibitors will be from within 
Wales, with priority given to Vale pro¬ 
ducers. 

A spokesperson said: “This is a fan¬ 
tastic opportunity for small artisan pro- 


HALL 

ducers to showcase what they do and 
for the Vale of Glamorgan Agricultural 
Society to lead the way in promoting 
the amazing produce that is available 
locally. 

“For the first time for many years, 
we will be having cooked food stalls 
where the public can buy their lunch, 
and enjoy truly local produce. 

“There will be a seating area to sit 
and enjoy your food and watch the 
cookery demonstrations that will be 
going on throughout the day, with chefs 
using ingredients available from within 
the food court. 

Any local producers wishing to be 
part of this exciting new venture should 
contact by email: valeglamfarmers 
market@gmail.com or 01446 771033 
for an application form. ME 


‘Don’t build homes 


on outskirts of town’ 

SAYS PLAID COUNCILLOR 


PLAID CYMRU 
councillor Ian John¬ 
son has expressed 
concern that the re¬ 
cent consultation on 
the Local Develop¬ 
ment Plan has been 
used as an opportu¬ 
nity for housing de¬ 
velopers to suggest 
new estates around 
the outskirts of 
Barry. 

The list of representa¬ 
tions on the LDP was re¬ 


cently published, includ¬ 
ing proposals to once 
again include a candidate 
site at the rear of housing 
by Highlight Park at the 
Brynhill Golf Club, and 
another towards the Barry 
College annexe site near 
Barry Hawking Centre by 
Weycock Cross. 

Coun Ian Johnson said: 
“It is worrying that hous¬ 
ing developers have used 
this consultation on the 
LDP to push their own 
agendas for building out¬ 
side of what we tradition¬ 
ally think of as Barry. 


“The proposals in the 
most recent LDP were 
quite clear - there was no 
need for additional hous¬ 
ing sites on the outskirts 
of Barry other than those 
proposed at the top of 
Pencoedtre. 

“It is not more sites 
that we need in the LDP, 
but fewer. 

“Barry has a well-es¬ 
tablished need for smaller 
and affordable houses. 
Those should be devel¬ 
oped on brownfield sites, 
such as the Waterfront.” 


GEM Reader Competition 


O&care of Cowbridge 

are giving one young reader 
the chance to have their 
favourite meal featured on the 
Oscars Young Ones Menu for 
lots of other children to enjoy 
too. One winner will be chosen. 


OSCARSI 


L 




All you have to do is tell us... 

What is your favourite meai? 

My favourite meal is_ 

My name is_ 

I am_years old. 

My parent/guardian’s name is: 

and telephone_ 

Please post to Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL or 
you can email us your entry at 
gemsales@fincllenews.co.uk 

Closing date for entries is Friday 28th February. 
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n Happy SI David’s Day! n 


‘BE CHEERFUL AND KEEP YOUR FAITH!’ 

Welsh patron saint’s appeal should 
be remembered on his special day 


ON March 1 each year we celebrate our patron saint, 
Dewi Sant or St David, who died on that day in 589AD. 

To mark the day, Welsh people around the world wear one or 
both of our national emblems - a daffodil or leek - and celebrate 
at special concerts and processions. 

This year, St David’s Day falls on a Saturday. 

Dewi was educated in Cardiganshire and then went on pilgrim¬ 
ages, founding religious centres across Wales and England, 


including one at Glastonbury. 

He even travelled as far aheld as Jerusalem, where he was 
made an archbishop. 

He eventually settled at Glyn Rhosyn (now St Davids) in west 
Wales, where he established a religious community. 

Many miracles have been attributed to him. The most incredi¬ 
ble being when he caused the ground to rise beneath him when 
preaching so that everyone could see and hear him. 


As he prepared for death, David told his devoted followers to: 
cheerful and keep your faith and belief, and do the little things 
that you have heard and seen through me” 

The cathedral of St Davids in Pembrokeshire, where his 
remains are buried, became a popular place of pilgrimage. 

It was said that two pilgrimages to St Davids equalled one to 
Rome, and three equalled one to Jerusalem. 


Dathlu Gw / Ddewi 
a’r Gymraeg... 


W^OB nos Lun 
gall Cymry 
Cymraeg a 
dysgwyr hyderus 
ddod i ddysgu sgiliau 
newydd drwy gyfr- 
wng y Gymraeg yng 
Nghanolfan Addysg 
Oedolion a 

Chymunedol 
Palmerston, Y Barri. 
Ceir dosbarth canu, 
gweithdy crefftau a 
choffi a chlonc yn 
wythnosol, a chlwb 
I I y f r a u , 
cyfrifiaduron a 
chrefft addurno 
teisennau ynfisol. 

NEWYDD: Ym mis 
Mawrth bydd dosbarth 
Gwella’ch Cymraeg yn 
dechrau, sy’n arbennig 
ar gyfer cyn-ddisgyblion 
ysgolion Cymraeg a hof- 


fai fagu hyder ac ailgy- 
dio yn yr iaith. Hefyd i 
ddod: Hel Achau, Crefft 
Gwni'o, Drama a mwy. 

Dewch i gael bias ar 
ein menter Gymraeg a 
mwynhau cerddoriaeth a 
sgwrs ar Fawrth 3ydd yn 
ein dathliad Gwyl 
Ddewi! 

Celebrate 
St David, 
in Welsh! 

W ELSH 

speakers 
and learn¬ 
ers are enjoying 
new opportunities 
to learn through the 
medium of Welsh at 
Palmerston Adult 
and Community 
Learning Centre in 
Barry every 


Monday evening. 

Singing in Welsh, 
craft workshops and 
coffee and chat run 
weekly, and once a 
month there is a 
book club, board 
games, computing 
and cake decorating. 

NEW in March: 
Improve your Welsh - a 
course especially aimed 
at former pupils of 
Welsh medium schools 
who wish to reconnect 
with the language and 
gain confidence. 

Also to come: Trace 
your Ancestry, Sewing 
and Dressmaking, 

Drama and more! 

Come and see for 
yourself and enjoy music 
and activities on March 
3 in St David’s celebra¬ 
tions. 




■ wv 
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THE EERIE SOUND OF 
PHANTOM SINGING 
ON ST DAVID’S DAY 


M arch was 
originally 
the first 

month on the calen¬ 
dar year prior to 
the introduction of 
the Julian and New 
Style Gregorian cal¬ 
endar in 1752. 

It was named after 
Mars, the Roman god of 
war, from the Roman 
word Martins. 

Meteorologically, the 
first day in March is the 
beginning of the spring 
season: whereas the 
March equinox on 20/21 
marks the astronomical 
birth of spring. 

The birth flowers of 
March are the daffodil, 
jonquil and narcissus, 
which is a wild daffodil. 

They all symbolise 
rebirth, happiness and 
friendship. Narcissus 
(also known as the lily 
crocus) comes from 
Greek mythology and 
was named after a boy 
of the same name who 
was cruelly transformed 
into a flower. 

The gemstone for this 
spring month is aquama¬ 
rine, which comes from 
the Latin word aqua 
meaning water. This 
gemstone was believed 
to protect sailors and sea 
voyages. Its tranquil 
colour is said to encom¬ 
pass the body with calm 
and levelheadedness. 

March’s second birth- 
stone is the bloodstone, a 
darkish green jasper with 
red spots of iron oxide. 
The star signs of March 
are Pisces (until 22nd) 
and Aries. 

A familiar poem to 
many is William 
Wordsworth’s Daffodils', 
a poem my mother 
taught me as a child as 
she adored this particular 
spring flower: “7 wan¬ 
der’d’ lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er 
vales and hills, When all 
at once I saw a crowd, a 
host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath 
the trees. Fluttering and 
dancing in the breeze.” 
March, as with other 


months of the year, holds 
an array of festival days, 
which begins with our 
Patron Saint David on 
the 1st. 

The Welsh traditinally 
celebrate his life with 
singing, concerts, 
parades, the wearing of 
leeks or daffodils and 
dressing in traditional 
Welsh costumes. 

The daffodil became a 
popular Welsh symbol in 
the 19th Century, when 
David Lloyd George dis¬ 
played it at the 1911 
Investiture and official 
publications. 

March 15 relates to 
the Ides of March from 
the Roman calendar, a 
date when the month 
was divided into two 
equal parts. It was also 
the date on which Julius 
Caesar was assassinated 
in44BC. 

St Patrick’s Day is 
celebrated on March 17 
in Ireland. He is their 
Patron Saint and March 
25 is known as Lady 
Day, which is the feast 
of the Annunciation. 
Superstition states that if 
Easter was to fall upon 
this date, disaster would 
follow soon. 

A date that is more 
recently added as a spe¬ 
cial day is Purple Day, 
which aims to raise 
awareness and funds for 
epilepsy, and is observed 
on March 26. 

Mothering Sunday 
falls on March 30 this 
year - which is the 
fourth Sunday of Lent 
and has traditions dating 
back to the 16th Century. 
It was a special day 
when mothers through¬ 
out the land would be 
presented with spring 
flowers at church servic¬ 
es by their children, to 
thank them for all of the 
care and love they have 
given them throughout 
the past year. Today we 
celebrate it in similar 
style. 

During bygone times. 
Oranges and Lemons 
Day was a celebration 
on March 31, when chil¬ 
dren would recite the 


nursery rhyme in 
churches, sometimes 
ringing hand bells as 
entertainment. 

They would then be 
presented with an orange 
and a lemon after the 
service around a table in 
the church grounds. 

March is known as 
the windy month with a 
traditional proverb from 
Weatherlore: March 
Winds, April Showers, 
Bring forth May flowers. 

Another saying which 
does not fill us with 
hope for the months 
ahead states: As it rains 
in March, so it rains in 
June. 

The final three days in 
March were said to have 
been borrowed from 
April, an old custom 
relating to the lending of 
sheep. 


Traditional games 
played for hundreds of 
years throughout Lent 
include marbles and 
skipping. Marbles tradi¬ 
tionally came in the 
form of hazelnuts, cherry 
stones, pebbles, round 
balls of baked clay or 
eggs which were rolled 
until the stroke of mid¬ 
night on Good Eriday. 

Wales is shrouded 
with tales of folklore, 
mystery and ghosts, and 
the month of March 
maintains this tradition'. 

At the dead of night 
on March 1 (St David’s 
Day) the eerie sound of 
phantom singing can be 
heard bellowing out 
from churches across the 
land. People who hear 
this are said to be sur¬ 
rounded by luck for the 
year ahead. 


The first full moon of 
spring seems to attract 
serene images of a 
ghostly army marching 
aimlessly along country 
roads. Carrying glowing 
torches of fire, their sil¬ 
houettes disappear into 
oblivion. 

After the ferocious¬ 
ness of winter, on misty 
mornings in March, the 
hazy image of a stricken 
ship can be seen around 
the coast of Porthcawl. 

Said to resemble a 
galleon, this creepy ship 
only appears every 10 
years. Perhaps this dis¬ 
turbing image is making 
the living aware of its 
fate on the anniversary 
of its sinking. 

Fact or fiction? It’s 
up to you to decide... 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS 


‘MAKE ST DAVID’S DAY A 
BANK HOLIDAY IN WALES’ 


A new handbook 

released in time to cele¬ 
brate St David’s Day 
encourages its readers to put 
pressure on the Government 
to make Wales’ national day a 
bank holiday. 

Gwnewch y Pethau Bychain - Do 
the little things (Y Lolfa) contains 
hundreds of little ideas, with far- 
reaching consequences, that everyone 
can do to ensure a Wales of which 
they are proud. 

The book’s title is inspired by the 
patron saint of Wales’ most remem¬ 
bered message: “Do the little things 
that you have seen and heard from 
me.” 

St David’s Day has been a national 
festival in Wales since the 18th centu¬ 
ry, and is still marked with gusto. 

“We should put pressure on the 
Government to make St David’s Day 
a bank holiday, and should be cele¬ 
brated as prominently as Bastille Day 
is in Prance,” reads an extract from 
the handbook, which has been edited 
by Pfion Heledd Gruffudd, Welsh 
Language Officer at Cardiff Council. 

“The inspiration for this book was 
yet another conversation about the 
fate of the Welsh language and Welsh 
identity and the obvious need to do 
something in order to address the situ¬ 
ation,” explains Pfion. 


“Why should we wait for the politi¬ 
cians and our government to take a 
stand, while witnessing the decline 
and becoming more frustrated? 

“It was time to stop talking and 
take action, so I decided to write a 
book to help us play a part today, now 
- while we wait. 

“Welsh speakers, non-Welsh speak¬ 
ers, newcomers and the old faithful, 
this book is relevant to all of us here 
in Wales, the ones who love this coun¬ 
try, who want to see the language 
thriving and our sense of national 
pride increasing.” 

Prom supporting Welsh businesses 
to tweeting or starting conversations 
in Welsh, the handbook is packed with 
useful advice to support all things 
Welsh. 

Por example, if every Cardiffian 
who identified themselves as being 
Welsh in the last Census adopted just 
one of the book’s ideas, 60 per cent of 
the capital’s cars would have a Welsh 
dragon sticker on them! 

“It’s a great pleasure for me to sup¬ 
port ‘doing the little things ’for the 
Welsh language, ” says leading inter¬ 
national rugby referee, Nigel Owens. 

“Some have been unhappy with the 
fact that I speak Welsh with the play¬ 
ers, but I’m only doing what comes 
naturally to me. It would be great if 
we could get more coaches and play¬ 
ers to teach rugby in Welsh.” 
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Ten years on, male 
voice choir returns 


to the Tabernacle! 


A SPECIAL concert 
celebrating St 
David’s Day will 
raise funds for the Living 
Room Cardiff. 

It will feature Cor Meibion Taf 
Male Voice Choir and will be held 
at Tabernacle Welsh Baptist 
Chapel in the Hayes, Cardiff, on 
Friday, February 28 at 7.30pm. 

Cor Meibion Taf was formed in 
2004 by Rob Nicholls when 
around 20 men gathered in the 
same Tabernacle Chapel, The 
Hayes, Cardiff, with the intention 
of establishing a Welsh medium 
male choir in the capital city. 

Since its inception, the choir 
has grown to include over 70 
members, with many of the origi¬ 
nal crew remaining within its 


ranks. 

It has won first prize at the Na¬ 
tional Eisteddfod on two occa¬ 
sions, and performed many times 
on radio and television in Wales 
and abroad. The choir appeared 
on Spanish television while on 
tour there in 2011. 

It is regularly invited to per¬ 
form in concert for various chari¬ 
table causes, and has sung many 
times at the Millennium Stadium 
as the invited choir before interna¬ 
tional rugby matches. 

It has appeared on stage at the 
Royal Albert Hall, London as part 
of the bi-annual London Welsh 
Festival of Male Choirs. 

Wynford Ellis Owen, chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Living Room Cardiff, 
said: “I am extremely grateful to 
Cor Meibion Taf Male Voice 


Choir for their readiness to per¬ 
form as part of what promises to 
be a very special fundraising 
event in aid of the important work 
of Living Room Cardiff.” 

The Living Room Cardiff, 
based in Richmond Road, is a 
community-based recovery centre 
that has an “all addictions” ap¬ 
proach and welcomes anyone who 
needs support taking that first step 
towards recovery or wanting to 
maintain their ongoing recovery. 

Living Room Cardiff also wel¬ 
comes and provides advice and 
support for family members, part¬ 
ners and friends who have been 
affected by these addictions. 

Tickets are priced at £5 and 
available to purchase from the 
Living Room Cardiff on 029 2049 
3895 or at the door on the night. 


Cor Meibion Taf yn dychwelyd 
i’r Tabernacl ar 61 deng mlynedd 
er budd Stafell Fyw Caerdydd 


M ae cyngerdd ar- 
bennig ar y gweill 
i ddathlu Dydd 
Gwyl Dewi a fydd yn codi 
arian i Stafell Fyw 
Caerdydd. Cewch fwynhau 
noson yng nghwmni Cor 
Meibion Taf yng Nghapel y 
Tabernacl, yr Ais, 
Caerdydd ar nos Wener 
Chwefror 28ain am 
7.30pm. 

Ffurfiwyd Cor Meibion Taf yn 
2004 gan Rob Nicholls pan gas- 
glodd ugain o ddynion at ei gilydd 
yng Nghapel y Tabernacl, yr Ais, 
Caerdydd gyda’r bwriad o sefydlu 
Cor Meibion Cymraeg yn y biifd- 
dinas. Ers hynny, mae’r cor wedi 
tyfu i gynnwys mwy na saith deg 
o aelodau, ac mae nifer o’r criw 


gwreiddiol yno o hyd. 

Maent wedi ennill y wobr gy- 
ntaf yn yr Eisteddfod Gened- 
laethol ddwy waith ac maent wedi 
perfformio ar y radio a’r teledu 
droeon yng Nghymru a thramor. 
Ymddangosodd y Cor ar deledu 
Sbaen pan oeddent yn teithio yno 
yn 2011. 

Mae Cor Meibion Taf yn der- 
byn gwahoddiad yn rheolaidd i 
berfformio mewn cyngherddau er 
budd achosion elusennol o bob 
math. Maent wedi canu nifer o 
weithiau yn Stadiwm y Mileniwm 
fel cor gwadd ar ddechrau gemau 
rygbi rhyngwladol ac maent wedi 
perfformio ar Iwyfan y Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall yn Llundain yn rhan o 
Wyl Corau Meibion Cymry 
Llundain. 

Meddai Wynford Ellis Owen, 
Prif Weithredwr, Stafell Fyw 
Caerdydd: “Rwy’n hynod o ddi- 


olchgar i Gor Meibion Taf am eu 
parodrwydd i berfformio yn y 
cyngerdd sy’n addo bod yn noson 
godi arian arbennig iawn er budd 
gwaith pwysig Stafell Fyw 
Caerdydd.” 

Mae Stafell Fyw Caerdydd, ar 
Ffordd Richmond, yn ganolfan 
adferiad yn y gymuned sy’n der- 
byn a chroesawu pobl a chaethi- 
wed o unrhyw fath sydd angen 
cefnogaeth i gymryd y cam cyntaf 
tuag at wellhad neu sydd eisiau 
dal ymlaen i wella. 

Hefyd, mae Stafell Fyw 
Caerdydd yn croesawu ac yn cyn- 
ghori a chefnogi aelodau teulu, 
partneriaid a chyfeillion unrhyw 
un sydd a chaethiwed o’r fath. 

Pris y tocynnau yw £5 ac 
maent ar gael i’w prynu o Stafell 
Fyw Caerdydd ar 029 2049 3895 
neu gallwch eu prynu ar y drws 
ar y noson. 


The Assembly helps 221 ex- 
Remploy workers find jobs 


TWO years after 
the UK Govern¬ 
ment closed the 
Remploy factories, 
the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment has said it has 
helped 221 former 
employees to find 
new jobs. 

The nine Remploy 


sites in Wales used to 
employ an estimated 400 
people before moves to 
close the factories in 
early 2012. 

In response, the Welsh 
Government established 
the Employer Support 
Grant (ESG) scheme to 
offer financial support 
for employers looking to 
provide work to eligible 


disabled Remploy work¬ 
ers. The policy is sup¬ 
ported with more than £2 
million of funding. 

An Assembly 

spokesperson said yester¬ 
day that latest figures 
show 221 former Rem¬ 
ploy workers have now 
found new jobs with sup¬ 
port from the grant. 

The panel that decides 
who receives support has 
also approved 173 more 
posts, giving hope to 
those still searching for 
work. 

New jobs were created 
in Bridgend, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Swansea, and 
Forth. 

A number of new en¬ 
terprises , founded by dis¬ 
abled former Remploy 
staff, were also supported 
by the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment. 

These include Accom¬ 
modation Furniture Solu¬ 
tions Limited in Swansea 
and E-Cycle Limited in 
Forth and a number of 
small and micro enter¬ 
prises. 

Communities and 
Tackling Foverty Minis¬ 
ter, Jeff Cuthbert, said: 


“The UK Government’s 
decision to close all the 
Remploy factories was 
the wrong decision at the 
wrong time for staff in 
Wales. 

“That is why we took 
action to step in and help 
those who suddenly 
found themselves facing 
an uncertain future. 

“It is great to see that 
with our support, 221 
former Remploy workers 
now find themselves 
with new jobs in a range 
of businesses, from new 
start-up firms to small 
enterprises, demonstrat¬ 
ing the spirit of Remploy 
staff and the commitment 
of the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment. 

“Employers have 
praised our employer 
support grant for its ac¬ 
cessibility and swift, 
transparent process. 

“We will continue to 
work tirelessly to help all 
those affected by the clo¬ 
sure of Remploy to find 
fulfilling and accessible 
employment,” he said. 


Scorpions to 
entertain Stags 

SOUTH Wales Scorpions have been 
drawn at home to fellow Championship 1 
side Hemel Stags in the third round of the 
Tetley’s Challenge Cup. 

The tie is expected to be played on Sunday, March 
16, at Maesteg RFC with a 3pm kick-off. 

New Scorpions coach Mike Grady was pleased 
that his side have a home game. 

“Anyone we would be facing in this round would 
be tough,” he said. “But at least we’re at home and 
it’s someone in our division so we’re in with a 
chance.” 

South Wales Scorpions season tickets can be 
bought by going to www.scorpionsrl.com. Match tick¬ 
ets for their first game of the season when they en¬ 
tertain Oldham Roughyeds on Sunday, March 2, can 
also be bought. IG 


LLANTWIT UNDER-9S 
ARE BACK IN ACTION 


AFTER a two week break 
due to bad weather, 
Llantwit Major under-9s 
were back on the pitch, 
hosting Bridgend Sports 
RFC and Llanharan RFC. 

The first game was against a 
strong Bridgend Sports outfit. Both 
sides were defending their line well 
with amazing tackles put in by 
Llantwit's Iwan and Sam A but 
Bridgend Sports were first to break 
though and score. 

Llantwit played well defen¬ 
sively, keeping on the ball, pushing 
the play back, and forcing an error 
from Bridgend allowing Sam H to 
intercept a pass and score 
Llantwit's first try. 

Bridgend pushed Llantwit to de¬ 
fend hard as a team. Bridgend did 


make another break through 
Llantwit’s line to take the score to 
2-1 only a few minutes before 
time. 

Llantwit had a quick talk, then 
got back on the pitch. They pushed 
themselves, passing between play¬ 
ers, making space for Sam H to get 
over the try line again, to bring the 
final score to 2-2. 

The next match was against 
Llanharan. Llantwit started this 
match running hard, with Sam A, 
Logan and Sam H quickly scoring. 

Llanharan made some great 
passes between their players, but 
Llantwit's defence worked hard 
and closed everything down. 

Excellent tackles were played 
by Iwan and Josh, preventing Llan¬ 
haran from scoring. Llantwit 
worked hard, passing between each 


other, allowing tries to come from 
Josh and Dylan M. 

Due to Llantwit's squad size, 
they were able to bring on fresh 
legs; this opened up the field mak¬ 
ing way for more tries from Josh, 
Sam A, Sam H and the game’s final 
try coming from Corey in the last 
few seconds of the game. The final 
score was 10-0 to Llantwit; fantas¬ 
tic play from all players. 

Man of the match was Iwan 
Thomas for his fantastic tackling 
and defensive work. 

Squad: Iwan Thomas, Sam 
Harry, Sam Alexander, Tom 
Roberts, Logan Pike, Corey 
Lougher, Josh Wakeham, Dylan 
Wright, Dylan Morgan, Caleb 
Beare and, playing his debut 
match. Will Squance. 


Netball teams make it 
through to regional final 


THE Penarth Net- 
ball League, which 
is organised by the 
Vale Council’s 
Dragon Sport Team 
in partnership with 
Welsh Netball, pro¬ 
vides fun netball op¬ 
portunities in a 
non-competitive en¬ 
vironment to help 
the year 5 and 6 
pupils develop their 
skills. 

However, in the final 
few weeks, schools com¬ 
pete against each other to 
gain entry into the area fi¬ 
nals competition run by 
Welsh Netball. 

The first round of play¬ 
off matches were decided 
last week by goal differ¬ 


ence, with Cogan pro¬ 
gressing because of a su¬ 
perior goal difference 
over Evenlode, having 
battled through highly 
competitive matches be¬ 
tween the two schools 
and Ysgol Fen-Y-Garth. 

The second round of 
play-off matches were 
between St Andrew’s 
Major, Albert and Victo¬ 
ria Fiimary Schools. 

It all came down to the 
last match between St 
Andrew’s and Victoria, 
with the latter coming out 
victorious, 5-2. 

The two winning 
schools, Victoria Frimary 
and Cogan Frimary, will 
now represent the Vale in 
the regional final compe¬ 
tition on April 8 at Cardiff 
University’s Talybont 
Sports Campus. 


Barrivale Bridge 
Club latest news 



Barry darts 
round-up 



PREMIER league 
leaders, the Cwm 
Talwg, suffered a 
surprise upset this 
week, losing 5-4 
away to the Dartoni- 
ans. 

Wayne Harris hit a 108 
outshot during the match. 

BEG Allsorts went to 
the top of the league with 
a 8-1 victory over the 
Billy Ghosts, Nick Frice 
hitting a 180. 

The Flashes C were 
away to the Fark Weasels, 
where they had a narrow 
5-4 victory even though 
they were a player short. 

The Foachers kept up 
the pressure on the lead¬ 
ers with a 7-2 win over 
the Windsor Nomads, Jon 


Hum, Richie Williams 
and Gareth Owens all hit¬ 
ting 180 s during the 
game. 

In the First Division, 
the Throws of Despair 
extended their lead at the 
top with a 6-3 win over 
Fat's 26s; Chris Lawday 
hit a 180 and 117 out shot 
and Emma Williams hit 
her first competitive 180 
and and 80 out shot. 

On Friday, February 
14, Gillian Edwards won 
the ladies singles for the 
second year mnning. Gill 
beat Dianne Bushen in 
the final so congratula¬ 
tions to both ladies and 
thanks to all who turned 
up on the night. 

RL 



Dennis Mottram and Jane Brook. 

The latest results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club are as follows: 

Febmary 18 - first, Bryn Gough and Dave Reed 
(66.67 per cent); second Feter Millar and Mark Rod¬ 
erick (62.50); third Kay Dyer and Noelle Bond 
(61.81). 

Bryn and Dave also won on handicap 

Jane Brook and Denis Mottram were the winners 
of the Denis Mottram Trophy for mixed pairs. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
Telephone 01446 418380 or 01446 733425, or call 
at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl Road, Barry on Tuesdays 
at 7pm. 

MB 
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Who wants to build what 
and where in the Vale? 


Mr Gwynfor Roberts - 10 
Fforest Drive, Barry - pro¬ 
posed single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Dr Rupert Smith - 50 Cog 
Road, Sully, Penarth - pro¬ 
posed single storey extension - 
orangery style. 

Mr Nick Turley - 29 High 
Street, Cowbridge - external 
alteration works. 

Vodafone Ltd - land at St 
Cyres School, St Cyres Road, 
Penarth - proposed base sta¬ 
tion installation. Upgrade works 
to existing base station. 

Mr Christopher Ho are - 
Llancadle Farm, Llancadle - 
amendment to planning 
approval 2011/01227/FUL to 
retain the stable block attached 
to barn four and to regularise 
discrepancies between the 
approved plan and as built. 

Dr Alistair Roeves - 51 Plas 
Taliesin, Penarth - enlarge 
window to form inward opening 
Juliette balcony door and 
balustrade. 

Mrs Susan Burge - 97 

Plymouth Road, Penarth - the 

erection/construction of a store 
shed at the rear of the property. 
This to be situated in the corner 
of the garden furthest from the 
house. It is intended for domes¬ 
tic use only. The construction of 
this store shed will be complet¬ 
ed so as to be in keeping with an 
existing garage situated at the 
opposite comer at the rear of the 
property. 

Drs David and Alison Hughes - 
3 Rectory Road, Penarth - 
demolition of single storey con¬ 
crete framed extension addition 
to house, construction of lean-to 
canopy on side of house, inser¬ 
tions of traditional style win¬ 


dows into top floor front eleva¬ 
tion, changing front elevation 
windows to traditional vertical 
sliding sash style windows. 

Mr Godfrey Llewellyn - 
Tinkinswood, Dyffryn Lane, 
St Nicholas - T5 - Beech - lift 
crown over the road by remov¬ 
ing the crossing/mbbing branch 
and the partially decayed 
branch; T2 - fell oak. 

Ms Joanne Roberts - 114 
Cornerswell Road, Penarth - 
variation of condition 2 of plan¬ 
ning permission 

2012/00315/FUL (retention of 
use of garage for cake making 
business, B1 use) to allow 
extension of operating days. 

Mr B Llewellyn - 1 The Limes, 
Cowbridge - proposals for a 
rear extension part single and 
part two storey. 

Deborah Bradley and Victoria 
Pearce - Waterway Cottage, 
The Limes, Cowbridge - two 
storey extension to side (renew¬ 
al of 2009/00188/FUL). 

Shaun Whyman - in front of 
British Telecom Telephone 
Exchange, Mill Road, Dinas 
Powys - installation of one 
Openreach Broadband cabinet 
with the public highway. 

Mr and Mrs Paul and Vicky 
Greest - Lanrest, Peterston 
Super Ely - single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr Maurice Carter - 23 Slade 
Close, Sully - two storey side 
extension, dormer and porch. 

R Bradshaw and Sons - Wallas 
Earm, Ewenny, Bridgend - 
steel portal framed farm build¬ 
ing with steel roof and side 
cladding. 

Mr Paul Oakey - 11 Kinsley 
Close, Sully - two storey side 
extension. 


Mr Lewis - 2 Wesley Street, 
Llantwit Major - conservatory 
to the rear elevation. 

Mr Sadler - 12 Doniford Close, 
Sully - glazed roof entrance 
porch to front of dwelling. 

Mr Y Maskeen - Sunrise News 
and Eood, 32 Vere Street, 
Barry - change of use of exist¬ 
ing ground floor retail shop to 
domestic accommodation to be 
incorporated into existing resi¬ 
dential unit comprising one four 
bedroom dwelling house. 

Mr C Williams - 40 

Longmeadow Drive, Dinas 
Powys - reduce crown of oak 
(front) by approximately 30 per 
cent. 

Miss Pauline Brown - 3 
Merthyr Dyfan Road, Barry - 

proposed rear extension, plus 
internal alterations to remodel 
the dwelling. 

Mr Steve Prevett - Tyn Y Cae, 
Trepit Road, Wick - a small 
extension to the rear of the 
existing property, the addition 
of dormer windows to the first 
floor to create additional bed¬ 
room area and bathroom, the 
extension of the first floor par¬ 
tially over the existing structure 
to the north facing elevation. 
The re-modelling of the existing 
garage to increase off road park¬ 
ing. 

Dr Sarah Hale - 151 

Lavernock Road, Penarth - 
single and two storey rear 
extension and new garage. 

Mr John Smith - Wenvoe 
Service Station and West 
Cross, Port Road, Wenvoe - 
erection of three dormer bunga¬ 
lows on site currently used for 
repair of motor vehicles and res¬ 
idential land. 

Mr Glyn George - Y Eelin 


Each, Monknash - proposed 
extension to existing camping 
facility/office/cafe/tea room and 
store, tourist information area to 
serve campsite. Re-arrangement 
of accommodation in existing 
building to re-locate utility 
room and creation of kitchen. 
Mr and Mrs Geoffrey Woolley - 
7 Albert Crescent, Penarth - 
proposed single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear and side. 

Mr Alistair Pauline - 5 

Llantwit Major Road, 
Cowbridge - proposed two 
storey residential extension and 
new detached garage. 
Waterstone Homes and Action 
for Children - Ardwyn, Pen Y 
Turnpike Road, Dinas 
Powys - demolition of existing 
buildings, construction of nine 
dwellings and associated works. 
Mr and Mrs Barry - 3 The 
Mount, Dinas Powys - single 
storey extension to bungalow. 
Dr Kate Watts - Paradwys, 
Llanquian Road, Aberthin, 
Cowbridge - amendment to 
approved plans 

2006/01789/FUL, including 
changes to basement size; shape 
and size of windows with addi¬ 
tional windows on east eleva¬ 
tion; and changes to internal 
layout. 

Covertravel Ltd, c/o JNC 
Sales - Stardust Amusements, 
Paget Road, Barry - alteration 
to entrance doorways to arcade 
and provision of external illumi¬ 
nation to ex sign. 

Mr Derek Bladen - Weycock 
Barn, Doghill Farm, 
Dyffryn - proposed extension 
to form conservatory/living 
room. 


Chess championship 
is now in full flow 


THE fourth round of the 
Barry Chess Club 
Championships have recently 
taken place and a further 
eight matches were played. 

There were no real surprises with 
all of the games going in line with the 
respective players ratings. The table 
is now taking shape and of the six 
stronger players who are only eligible 
for the main event, five of them hold 
the top five places. 

Craig Woolcock leads the table on 
tie break from Ashley Davis; both 
players currently have 3.5 points from 
4 matches. Our two draw specialists 
Lee Davis and Kevin Gandy are the 
only other players unbeaten up to this 
point. 

The Plate competition is very close 
with only tie breaks separating Ken 
Hannah, Sam White, Martin Ricketts 
and Kevin Gandy; all of these players 
hold 2.5 points at this stage. 

At the lower end of the scale the 
Bowl is equally close with John 
Stephenson, Dave Mahoney and 
myself on 1.5 points. Perhaps the 
most significant point is that every 
player has managed to avoid defeat on 
at least one occasion so no one stands 
on 0 points. The fifth round is sched¬ 
uled for March 13. 

In the East Glamorgan Chess 
League, three of our teams had match¬ 
es. The Camelots played on the same 
night as the Quarks and this meant 
that the Quarks team was weaker than 
usual. 

Before their game the sole aim of 
the Quarks was to avoid a whitewash. 
This should have been difficult as the 
opposing team from Bridgend was 
rated on average 283 points above the 
Quarks on every board. 

However the Quarks turned in an 
excellent performance with Sam 
White, John Stephenson and me all 
earning draws. Windsor Lewis also 
put in a good shift and although he 


had a better position than his oppo¬ 
nent, time got the better of him. 

The Camelots took on the team 
immediately above them in the league 
table, the Cardiff Monarchs, and 
earned a 3-2 victory. 

The top three boards manned by 
Lee Davis, Craig Woolcock and Rhys 
Steele bringing victories for the Barry 
team. These were all good victories 
against opponents with similar ratings. 

While on the lower two boards we 
were unsuccessful we were against 
higher rated opponents so the result 
was a good one for Barry. 

Finally there was a table top clash 
when the Bosons travelled to Cardiff 
to take on perennial champions the 
Cardiff Castles. Wins for Steve 
Cunliffe, Rhys Steele and a draw for 
Dave Parsons saw us share the spoils. 

We remain the only team not to 
have lost to the Castles this season as 
we also drew the reverse fixture in 
Barry. 

So, with four rounds of games still 
to play the Bosons remain in second 
place still only 1.5 points behind the 
Castles. 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 
7.30pm each Monday at the West End 
Club. St. Nicholas Road, Barry CF62 
6QY. 

The club is open to players of all 
standards; whether they are interested 
in playing competitive chess or just 
the occasional friendly games. 

New players are very welcome to 
just turn up on the night but if you 
contact one of the club members 
through the website we can explain 
what is happening on the night you 
have in mind, and arrange for some¬ 
one to greet you on your arrival. 

For more details visit our website 
at http ://barrychessclub .yolasite .com. 

PHIL JONES 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 

www.nomesonview.co.uk 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 



nina 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


Zoopla.co.uk 



LON CEFN MABLY, RHOOSE 

Semi detached bungalow, cul de sac position, two double 
bedrooms, kitchen/dining area, replacement modern wet room, 
ideal plot to extend, GCH UPVC/DG, no chain. ER-E. 

£ 189,950 


GREENACRES, BARRY 

Modern semi detached, three bedrooms, cul de sac position, 
living room opening into conservatory, integral garage, enclosed 
level rear garden, UPVC D/G, no chain. 

£ 155,000 


ST BRANNOCKS CLOSE, BARRY 

Individual detached dwelling, spacious living, living room/dining room, 
original block flooring, open plan kitchen, utility room, wc cloakroom, 
sitting room with stairs rising to 5th bedroom. Four bedrooms - ensuite 
bathroom, double garage - paved driveway, enclosed rear garden. 

£ 252,000 



GWALCH Y PENWAIG, BARRY 

End of link, three storey, fitted kitchen, 
conservatory, four bedrooms, two 
ensuite bathrooms & dressing room, 
low maintenance garden, 
garage/driveway. ER-C. 

£ 209,950 



BROAD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, bay fronted, 
three reception rooms, kitchen, wc, 
three bedrooms, 1st floor bathroom & 
walk in shower room, enclosed rear 
garden, no chain. ER-D. 

£ 149,000 



TATHAN CRESCENT, ST ATHAN 

Detached dorma bungalow, corner 
positioned. Grd fir: living room, family 
bathroom, fitted kitchen, double bedroom 
or dining room. First fir: two double 
bedrooms. Front, side & rear gardens. 

£ 189,950 



THISTLE CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern extended semi detached, living 
room, modem kitchen/breakfast, dining room, 
master with ensuite bathroom, enclosed rear 
garden, raised sun patio, well presented, 
paved driveway - ample parking. ER-D. 

£ 175,000 



COURT ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious, traditional, near shops and 
schools, through living room 23ft. Fitted 
kitchen/breakfast, five bedrooms, 1st 
floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden. 

£ 157,750 



HANNAH STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, two reception 
rooms, ground floor bathroom, 
kitchen, three bedrooms, 

UPVC - GC heating, no chain. 
ER-D. 

£ 89,950 



DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, 
could easily extend (subject to usual 
planning), two reception rooms, 
front, side & rear gardens. ER-D. 

£ 119,950 



THE PASTURES, BARRY 

Modern mid link, living room, fitted 
kitchen, two bedrooms, family 
bathroom, low maintenance garden, 
driveway/parking to front, 
ideal first time buy. ER-C. 

£ 111,500 



ROMILLY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditionai, living/dining, 
kitchen-utiiity area, sitting room, stairs 
to attic/hobby area, veiux window, to 
the rear: outbuilding leading through to 
Park Crescent, no chain. 

£ 230,000 



WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted, traditional, two reception 
rooms, ground floor bathroom, three 
bedrooms, town centre location, 
permit street parking, enclosed rear 
garden, lane access. ER-E. 

£ 132,950 



SALISBURY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional dwelling backing onto Porthceri. 
Extremely well presented, two reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, two double bedrooms, spacious bathroom. ER-E. 

£ 139,950 
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Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
Garage 


£125,000 d63 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Garage 
Private Garden 


£235,000 



Bedford Rise, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Conservatory 
Combi GCH 

fiTiTi] 


£118, 


D62 



Church Lane, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Semi-Rural Location 
Lovely Gardens 


£230,000 E55 



St Michaels Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Combi GCH 
Southerly Rear 


£179,950 D63 


Eagleswell Road, Llantwit Major 

Great Family Value. 

3 Bedrooms. 

UPVC. GCH. 


£129,950 d68 



Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Double Driveway 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£225,000 




Boverton Road, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 68' Rear Garden 
Requires Updating 


£159,950 e4o 



Barons Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bed Semi-Det 
Superb Town Location 
Generous Plot 


£159,950 e47 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


£125,000 D61 



Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

1 Bedroom 
uPVC + Combi 
1st Floor Flat 


£68,950 C80 



Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms, Lounge/Diner 
Conservatory 


£169,950 D65 


Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 

1st First Floor Retirement Flat, 
Scheme Manager 


£89,950 C78 



Coihugh Street, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Garage 

20' Kitchen/Diner 


£365,000 E52 



St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£189,950 E50 


Sucina, Murcia, Spain 



Immaculate 2 double bed, 1 bath 
Bungalow with amazing views. 

15 minutes from San Javier, Murcia Airport. 
3 Golf courses within a 10 minute drive. 

£58,500 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 
or email spain@chris-davies.co.uk 



Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Beds 4 Recps 
Adjoining Open Fields 
Granny Annex Option 


£350,000 e42 



Wine Street, Llantwit Major 


2 Bedrooms 
Detached 
West End Location 


£215,000 e43 



Starling Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Open Plan 
Stylish 


£106,950 


Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

_ Large Garden _ 


£115,000 D62 



Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Furnished, One bed, 

Ground Floor Apartment 
C75 

£475 PCM 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Ground Floor, One Bed 
Fully Furnished 
C80 

£475 PCM 

Flemingston Road, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Kitchen Diner 

Lawn Garden 

E54 

£525 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose 
Two Bedrooms, Walk in shower 
Gardens 

£550 PCM 

Lime Grove, St Athan 
Three Bedroom, Conservatory 
Enclosed Rear Garden 
D64 

£550 PCM 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose 

Two bedrooms, Bathroom 

with shower, Enclosed rear garden 

C69 

£550 PCM 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
Two Double Bedrooms, Ground 
Floor Flat, Bathroom/WC/Shower, 
Enclosed Shared Garden, 

D59 

£550 PCM 

Beryl Place, Barry 

Two double bedrooms, 

Attic/3rd bedroom, Kitchen/diner 
D62 

£595 PCM 

Castle Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedroom, Kitchen Diner 
Cff Road Parking 
£650 PCM 

Harbour Road, Barry 
5 beds, West End, En Suites 
EPC E46 
£950 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose, 
Refurbished, Two Bed, Driveway 
EPC D59 
£575 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose, 

Two Bed, breakfast area, garden 
EPC C73 
£550 PCM 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose, 

Fully Furnished, Two Bed, Driveway. 
£600 PCM 

Courtlands, Park Road, Barry 
First Floor Flat, Two bed, Sea Views 
EPC E41 
£525 


WANTED; 
PROPERTIES 
IN LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 

To arrange a viewing call: 
Rebecca on 01446 791965 
Anna on 01446 791967 


chris-davies.co.uk 
























































































































Solar’s Snowball Sale! 


Blind 1 * Blind 2 * Blind 3 * Blind 4 
10% 20% 30% 40% * 

• « . * * * * 
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ONI VISION AREl 




Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


www.onevi8lonltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSy COVERING ALL AREAS J"!/ 


TmiBULlimCBarry) 


rf*■•••■«) 


©cpaaO ( 


Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

•MissingChannels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


\014494mi2Baf0rB1B4134Sl\ 
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AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
’ Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Td 01446 773158 
07779 713604 aiytimB 


©[iaa[l(iiaDDg3 QQGrV/a©(©S 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

P‘ ^01446 420784 "^ 

07970 642537 _ 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


0&J 

BUILDING SERVICES 


Gary Richards 

07815 730480 • 01443 776616 
• New Build 

• Extensions Renovations 
• All aspects of building work 

2 Seaview, Heol-Y-Cyw, 

Bridgend CF35 6NL. 


I>.P, 

BGILDINQ 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 
' Carpentry • Joinery 

' Roofing • Brickwork 
' Conservatories 

NO JOB 


TOO SMALL 


Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance .co .uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


The 

eKM 

01446 

774484 


TOOL& 

PLANT 

nmE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 

Local 

Weekly 

Newspapers 

with You 
All The Way 

E localweeklies 
^ @localweeklies 

www.localweeicly 

new3paper3.co.uk: 


^BLBND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 


^ REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


.£99N 




The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 






INSURANCE CLAIM? 


Leaking Pipe? Fire Damage? Flood Damage? 
Impact Damage? Dispute with your insurer? 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


VfILE CARPETS 

t4at corner to- cfou- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Are your insurers insisting on using their builders? 

We will act on your behalf - we will deal with your insurer. 


CALL OUR TEAM NOW FOR A CHAT 

ABD Construction 01446 488356 


Call 01446 774484 to advertise with 
The GEM, and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 
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GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


^©C?\!/a©©3i 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


' Interior/Exterior 
' Clean, Friendly 
' Professional 
' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


Painter & «|||| 
Decorator i lPl. 

Interior & Exterior '^ggk 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 

DfjkpcA^ 111 

_ TTifirilfii 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

T esting. 
Inspection 


Lifford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

01446 796905 

858514 

Approved Contractor | rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—J Fast-Polite • Professional 


W&J Lewis 

GARDEN 

SERVICES 

All GardenTree Work 
Fencing & Paving 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


r Ufcd 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
■ Landscaping ■ Fencing 
■ Decking • Hedge Cutting 
• Garden Clearance 
■ Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

• ' City & Guilds 
~ Certified 
25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 
07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

0i446 750ii4 
07714 194679 




FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

07866 505571 8 _ 

01446 774713 “ 

www.kmelectricaluk.co.uk 


R J € 

X«iM«lr«o V«rvlcr«i» J 

Also Microwave oven leakage testing, 
Tests for harmful radiation leaks 
TEL: Alan 07971 679462/01446 748841 


jLonipIrtP (ianifit l^niors 

‘ - V I^.* OH:K)V, ♦ HI IRI MLir.fN 

AHI> IA9\S • AAIJ-I, PAllCft 

: 01444 4I942H 
or 07745 61175J 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting & 
Decorating 
Sj>ecialut 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


#4 

INSTHLICR IZZJ 

Davetn 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Cowhridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Ctiuncil for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


•i 


Approved Contrac 




STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows , 

Misted Units inc. Bevels Drirla«iru4 "X i 
& Stains 

Broken Handles/Hinges /IlmUmK 

Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

Replacement Door Panels 

New Rubber Seals and insurance 

Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


wwwJxidgerxIvM 



Ill-Garden & Landscaping Services 

) A ward Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Patios • Decking • Fencing 
• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways 
• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing 


Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 




ale Dog 

Grooming 
A Cowbridge, 
CF7I 7UL 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
available 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2980518 
Barry 744117 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-h— 

xTx Domestic 
I Installer 



Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 0754011 7474 


|www.rateclpeople.com/profile/Jn-ancl-son-garclening| 


Steve jones 

Garden design & b 


®acp(il©Ei ©©cpwa©©s 


Garden design & building 
specialist .... 

Free professional advice 
Fencing and gates 
Shed & base installation 

; mobile: 07900 205 464 
I email: Stevejones@googlemail.com 


Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, Porches, 
Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, Sealed Units, All 
Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 


\ 01446 796795 

■ 1 1 


nVilr 


...:v 07712 631772 






martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


Repairs to all UPVC 
& aluminium 
windows & doors 


9 



UMJ 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*Tyeatment Piants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 


*1* 


1 




Oym 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uFVe AND Alumnium window and Door Rb^air 
Do you hove eny of the pllowii^ problems..,? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding 
area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 


Window TOC UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


-Hs- We will beat any genuine quote 

Tree Felling, Dismantling, Dead Wooding & 
Pruning Hedge Trimming & Removing Lawn 
Mowing & Bmsh Cutting ^ Dead Leaves Gathered 
& Removed Site & Garden Clearanee 


24 HOUR EMERGENCY TREE 
CALLOUT 01446 728137 


^ Feneing & Gravel Patehes ^ All Waste & 
By-produets Removed for Free 
^ All Jobs Considered 

^ Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


i 


Arborwcxxl Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

TrlifTVIO 417471 or 01444 77226J 


Bribce Vale Tree Sereices 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



SpecUstsIn 

lam/Oangeimnees 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 


FELLING, PRUNING, 
CROWN REDUCTION, 
THINNING OUT AND 
TOTAL DISMANTLING 

-FREQU01ES- 

1181:01446713857 
or 07921902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Plan ahead 
for 2014 

The GEM 
reaches 43,000 
homes. 
Give us a call 
to help promote 
your business. 

01446 

774484 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers isssoi 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 



01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 




/ 

1 

o 

Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 


• Under 17s lessons from £23 


m 

• Gift Vouchers available 


\kJCA\ 

0800 0280 406 



w w w.catseyesdri vingsehool .co .uk 

\ 


LANEWISE 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


or first 10 hours 
from £130 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Gas 
Services 


^ .. .. 0-1 m cover all aspects of roofing 

Combination Boiler ■ including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
& LPG Specialist I systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


OaiiaGp L^>acoQys 


GOactLKil^QiiaGD 


K&A Handyman 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 



[pQaacfiifeamg] 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


IK'Pfumhint! 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

orfvittieM 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 


• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


^ Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
,Mob: 07846 255457 



M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No j(^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 



JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

91446 796263 
97814 394378 


PORTHCAWL 

&YALE 

WOODBURNER 

INSTALUTION 

Feature Fire Places 
Chimney repair 
Hearths etc 


Call Gareth: 
07593 790898 


101446 404838 1 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fasdas 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

t'-nr^c 5—- SM. 


Call 01446 
77448410 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
43,000 
homes froi 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Solar Panels Cleaned 

Bookings now being taken in advance 

Dent lose up to £420 a year with dirty 
panels. Panels recommended to be 
cleaned twice a year for efficiency. 

Professional pure water fed streak free 
system used. 

Conservatories and gutters also cleaned. 

Please visit our site for more info: www.valesas.co.uk 
Tel or Text 07546318460 • Facebook: Vale Satellite & Solar 


& 

jl 




DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Cbimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


TI[p[iLi®Qsti©Cf^ 





Glamorgan 

Upholsterers 

All aspects of 
upholstery undertaken 

25 years experience 
Leather repair specialist 

07850 689187 

'"glamorgan-upholsterers @hotmail .com 


j Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

i and friendly service 07854 168459 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

_ (evenings) _ J 



W(s)(b(s\ lf®cp ©aQ© 




J P EDWAeROS I 

RUOAnSINC & MKAXIMOL 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators ^ 


Ji 


014>4« 790127 0771900SS20 

F—A «Jl t »Km 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@ hotmail.co.uk 


FIREWOOD 


A l^iH OiNa 

Cai* 01446 771567 
for bulk winter cleats 


Jvpwim Urf! 

I - ‘ i"»tetr^‘^>s 
WWWJopitdK CO 


Ibpstak 




AM Plumbing 
p P & Heating 


I 

■ W 01446 735 681 
“ or 07815 097 994 (24hrs) 
Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

AllWork Guaranteed. Fully Insured, g 
Fast, Friendly Service. 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car fffUffftflfHUfs 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 

' Or. environment agency, DVLA 

» ‘ ^ & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s__ J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 
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Golden Wedding 
Anniversary 

Happy Anniversary to 
my husband 

Graham Nash 

On 2 March 
2014 

Lots of love 
always Anita 


n ^ f "*li 


The GEM 

01446 774484 



GOODS 

VEHICLE 

OPERATOR’S 

LICENCE 

Jason Paul Williams 
trading as J Williams 
International of 17 
Ffordd Ddu, Pyle 
CF33 6JG is 
applying to change an 
existing licence as 
follows: to add an 
operating centre to 
keep 4 goods vehicles 
and 3 trailers at S&P 
Commercials, Village 
Farm Road, Village 
Farm Industrial Estate, 
Pyle CF33 6BN. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 

LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time 
send a copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and sohcitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 



FOUND 

On No 88 bus, 
2-3 weeks ago. 

Ladies Gold 
Earring 

Tel: 01446 747332 


X2 Bed Flat 

available in Barry 

CH,DG, 

Bond Required. 
£130 pw 

07916 315977 
01446 620200 




W. A Brown Son 


Dlf«eiori 


• P»f-p»d Fv-wl P* - ’ 




IT ^ ^ 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co. 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 





DEERE 

Eleanor Maureen 


Peacefully on 24 February 2014, Maureen of 
Llantwit Major. Dearly loved wife of the late 
Norman and loving mother of Paul & Phil, much 
loved grandmother and great grandmother. 

Funeral service on Monday 3rd March at 2.00pm in 
St.Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major followed by inter¬ 
ment at Boverton Cemetery. 

Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
St.Illtud’s Church Fund c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only please). 




JONES 

Doris Mary 

Peacefully on Wednesday, February 12, Doris 
(aged 92 years) of Barry, devoted wife of the late 
Barrie, a wonderful, loving and generous mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother, who will be 
greatly missed by her loving family and friends. 
Funeral service will take place on Friday, February 28 
at Porthcawl Cemetery at 2pm. Further enquiries to 
Duncan Thomas of Evan E Thomas and Sons, 
Southlands Euneral Home, South Road, Porthcawl 
CP36 3DA. Telephone 01656 783383. 


HOLLOWAY 

Margaret Annette 

Suddenly on February 17th, Margaret sadly 
passed away at A&E, University Hospital of 
W^es, Cardiff. Beloved sister of Brian, Freda and 
John, loving aunty Mags to nephews and nieces. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday March 3rd, service 
and cremation 12.45pm at Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. No flowers by request, dona¬ 
tions, if desired, to British Heart Foundation, c/o J 
James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3EZ. 




CLARK 

Gordon Henry Thomas' 

Gordon passed away peacefully on February 18th 
2014. Beloved husband to Rosemarie, father to sons 
Colin and Derek, father in law to Cathy and CaroUyn, 
grandfather to Chloe and husband Martin and 
great grandfather to Ben & Sam. 

Rest in peace. 

The family would like to thank the staff at Llandough 
Hospital for the care and support they gave to Gordon 
during his passing days. Resting at the Private Funeral 
Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday, 
March 4th, service 2.30pm at St Athan Church, fol¬ 
lowed by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 3.45pm. All are welcome to attend. No 
flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to 
Alzheimers Reserch UK c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 


WILLIAMS 

Roger 

Suddenly on 14th February, Roger aged 81 years 
of Llantwit Major. Beloved husband of Pauline. 
He will be greatly missed by his loving family and 
many friends. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, Pembroke House, 
Llantwit Major until The Requiem Mass in Our Lady 
& St. llltyd Roman Catholic Church on Friday, 28th 
Febmary at 1pm, afterwards to Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. Family flowers only please, if 
wished donations to either the British Heart 
Foundation or Cancer Research UK (cheques only 
please) c/o the funeral director. 


HUISH ^ 

Pauline Gordon - Tolly’ 

25 / 02 / 49 - 27 / 02/12 

Treasured memories of our darling Polly, 
who we sadly lost two years ago today. 
Always in our thoughts and hearts, 
with love from all the family. 


DAVIES 

Betty Cynthia (nee Garrett) 

Peacefully in her sleep at the Ochh Nursing Home, 
Perth, Scotland on 23rd Febmary 2014, aged 88 years. 
Dearly loved wife of the late Ernie Davies of 4 Andrews 
Court, Llantwit Major. Beloved mum of Yvonne, 
mother-in-law, grandmother and great granny. Service 
to be held in Perth Scotland, family flowers only. 


DAVIES 

Edwina Rees 

Peacefully on the 16th February 2014, in her 99th 
year, Edwina Rees, the dearly beloved wife of the 
late Emlyn Glyndwr (Glyn), formerly of Church 
Close, Llanblethian. Devoted mother of Roger 
Michael and Richard Alan, dear mother-in-law of 
Melanie, Hillary and the late Karin, loving gran of 
Lizann, Phil and Chris, cherished great grand¬ 
mother of Benjie and Elodie. Edwina will be sadly 
missed by all her family and friends. 

Resting at Glanafan Court Funeral Home untU funeral 
service Monday, 3rd March at St John the Baptist 
Church, Llanblethian at 2pm, followed by committal 
at Coychurch Crematorium at 3.15pm. 

Family flowers please by request but donations if so 
desired to Ty Hafan (cheques only please) and aU 
enquiries to Condon Funeral Service, 50 Margam 
Road, Margam, Port Talbot, SA13 2BN, 
tel 01639 883688. 


PALLING 

Clive (Topsy) 

Suddenly at home on Wednesday, February 
19 in Llantvrit Major, Clive, much loved 
brother to Brenda and Angela, loving uncle 
to his nieces and nephews. Will be missed by 
all his friends and his dog Prince. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Thursday, March 6,2014, at 11.30am. 
Family flowers only, but donations in lieu of flow¬ 
ers if desired to the British Heart Foundation. 


MAYLE 

Raymond John 

Passed away peacefully after a bravely 
fought illness, beloved husband of Valerie, 
much loved Dad to Karen and Alun, a 
treasured Grandad to Joshua, Alice, 
Oliver, Lucy, Morgan, Megan and Nakita. 
He will be greatly missed by all who knew 
and loved him. 

Funeral service on Thursday March 6, 2014, in St 
David’s Church, Laleston at 2.45pm, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 3.45pm. 
Donations in lieu may be sent to either 
Parkinsons UK, 215 Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
London, SWIV lEJ, or Leukaemia and 
Lymphoma Research, Room 182, 7th Floor, 
BC Link, Department of Haematology, School 
of Medicine, Heath Park, Cardiff CF14 4XN. 
All further enquiries to Rosemount Funeral 
Home, 19 Coychurch Road, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 653156. 


252.14 

Pve wandered to your resting place 
to leave you flowers with my love and care 
and whispered ^Happy 65th Birthday Polly’ 
and hope you know Jack’s been there. 

But this is the day of memories we hold deep within 
our hearts, of the bestest sister who left us two years 
ago today, when the sadness came and tore our fami¬ 
ly apart. 

Miss you more than ever, 

Sandra and Keith xxx 


LAMB 

Anne Marjorie ‘Nancy’ 

Passed away on January 29. Funeral services 
were held at Penmark Church on February 17. 

The family of Nancy Lamb would like to thank 
everyone who provided flowers and attended her 
funeral service. 

Your expressions of kindness and support during this 
difficult time are greatly appreciated. Thank you. 


Local Weekly 


With You All The Way 

D localweeklies -S#" @localweeklies 

www.loQaLweei5:lynewspapers.co.ui5: 


Joan Lewis ^ 

Happy 90^^ Birthday 
Mum on 1st March 


Love from Dianne, 
Sheree, Andrea 
8l Families ^ 
xxxx 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Tim Chapman 

on 2Sth Fcbruarv 2014 

Best Wishes from all 
your friends at the GEM 


Heather Parsons 


on 28 February 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 


to the loveliest, kindest mum, gran'ma, 
wife and friend anyone could wish for. 

0 We love you so much. 

xxx 




♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 70 ♦ 

SI 


Happy 70th Birthday 

Denzal Baynham 

on 27th February 

Lots of love, 

Shirley, 

Gavin, Cerri 
& Kayleigh 


o 

♦ 


_ _ _ o 

♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ oz. ♦ 


Happy 90th 
Birthday 

Jack Harding 

on 27 Februaiy 2014 
Thanks for the family get-togetherf 

Love from Pat Sr Bert, Janet, 

Qeoff, James Sr Sarah, Robert 
St Shannon, Alex St Ceri, 

Barbara, Alun, Lloyd & Rachel, 
xxx 


Rhys Turnbull 




Love 


Connie^ Ellis^ 
Charlie and Joey 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major 


credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a residential land line telephone number. You may 


alter your advert as items are sold. Sorry no refunds are given. 


Excellent 
Quality Cream 
Leather Corner 
Sofa 

£150 ono 
01446 737297 
07875 011520 


Brown Wood Folding 
Dining Table 
(1.5m X .8m 
extended) & 4 chairs 
with beige fabric. 
Good condition. 

£50 ono 
07968 663371 


Rosewood 
Dining Suite 

‘D’ end table, 6 chairs 
sage green upholstered. 

2 drawer sideboard. 
Excellent condition. Can 
deliver locally at extra cost. 

£200 ono 
01446 773935 s 


Single Divan Bed 
with Storage 
Drawer, Headboard 
& Mattress. 

As new. 

£50 

Buyer collects. (Cowbridge) 

01446 677623 3 


Two 3 seater 
Chesterfield 
Sofas 

One Black, 

One Brown 

£325 each ono 
01446 622210 

High quality 
4’6” bed base 

with orthopaedic 
mattress, as new £120. 

Brand new 
rotary line 

(3 stem) £15. 

Tel 01446 796274 , 


4ft Gins nearly 
new mattress 
£40 

Bed headboard 
pine £25 

01446 773217 

Men’s real sheepskin 
3/4 length coat. Honey 
colour, (size 44), Good 
condition. £30 ono 
Ladies real honey 
sheepskin coat 

Full length, (size 14). 
£30 ono 

01656 785092 
(After 6pm). 




RHYBUDD O GADARNHAU GORCHYMYN vale of Glamorgan 
LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 
O DAN ADRAN 119 DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 
1980 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS RHIF 5, 

SAIN DUNWYD) 


BRO MORGANNWG 


GORCHYMYN GWYRO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2013 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION 
OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
SECTION 119 HIGHWAYS 
ACT 1980 

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC PATH N0.5 ST DONATS) 
PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 
ORDER 2013 


Ar 17 Chwefror 2014, cadarnhaodd Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg y Gorchymyn uchod. 

Effaith y Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd, fydd ailgyfeirio’r 
llwybr troed cyhoeddus fel yr eglurwyd yn yr Atodiad ac 
y dangoswyd ar fap y Gorchymyn. 

Mae copi'au o’r Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd a map y 
Gorchymyn ar gael i’w hastudio’n rhad ac am ddim yn 
y cyfeiriad isod rhwng 9.00am a 4.00pm, yn ystod yr 
wythnos o 27 Chwefror 2014 hyd 10 Ebrill 2014. Bydd 
copi'au o’r Gorchymyn a’r map ar werth yn y fan honno 
am £4.50 yr un. 

Daw’r Gorchymyn hwn i rym ar 27 Chwefror 2014. 
Serch hynny, os bydd unrhyw un sy’n tybio iddo gael 
cam, yn dymuno holi ynghylch dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn 
neu unrhyw ddarpariaeth ynddo, am nad yw o fewn 
pwerau Deddf Priffyrdd, ynteu na chydymffurfiwyd 
a gofynion y Ddeddf neu reoliadau a wnaed o dani 
wrth gadarnhau’r Gorchymyn, caiff yr unigolyn hwnnw 
wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys o dan baragraff 2 Atodiad 2 
o’r Ddeddf drwy weithrediad paragraph 5 Atodlen 6, 
cyn pen 6 wythnos o ddyddiad cyhoeddi’r Rhybudd yn 
gyntaf. 


On the 17th day of February 2014 The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council confirmed the above Order. 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert the 
public footpath as set out in the Schedule and shown in 
the Order map. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and Order map may 
be seen at the address below free of charge between 
9:00am and 4:00pm on weekdays from 27th February 
2014 until 10th April 2014. Copies of the Order and map 
may be bought here at a price of £4.50. 

This Order comes into force on the 27th February 
2014, but if any person aggrieved by the Order 
desires to question its validity or that of any provision 
contained in it, on the ground that it is not within 
the powers of the above Act, or on the ground that 
any requirement of that Act or any regulation made 
under it has not been complied with in relation to 
the confirmation of the Order, he/she may, under 
paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as applied by 
paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, within 6 weeks 
from the date on which the Notice is first published 
make an application to the High Court. 


Dyddiedig 27 Chwefror 2014 
Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, 
Swyddfeydd y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, Y Barri, 
CF63 4RT 


Dated this 27th day of February 2014 
Director of Development Services 
Dock Offices, Barry Docks, Barry, 
CF63 4RT 


RHYBUDD O WNEUD GORCHYMYN vale of Glamorgan NOTICE OF MAKING OF AN ORDER 
(AC EITHRIO GORCHYMYN DIDDYMU _^jr{ (OTHER THAN AN ACQUISITION 
HAWLIAU O DAN DDEDDF CAFFAEL TIR) EXTINGUISHMENT ORDER) 

DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 ImmKnnwg HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 5, LARNOG) (PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 5 LAVERNOCK) 

GORCHYMYN GWYRO LLWYBR PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 

CYHOEDDUS 2014 ORDER 2014 


Bydd y gorchymyn uchod, a wnaethpwyd ar 17 
Chwefror 2014, o dan Adran 119 Deddf Priffyrdd 
1980, yn gwyro Llwybr Cyhoeddus Rhif 5 yn Larnog o 
gyfliniad A-B-C-D (rhwng Cyfeirnod Grid Cenedlaethol 
317830 168210 a Chyfeirnod Grid Cenedlaethol 
317459 167846) i gyfliniad A-E-F (rhwng Cyfeirnod 
Grid Cenedlaethol 317830 168210 a Chyfeirnod Grid 
Cenedlaethol 317536 168063) fel y’i dangosir ar fap y 
gorchymyn. 

Mae cop'iau o’r gorchymyn a’r map wedi’u darparu, a 
chewch eu gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn Swyddfa’r 
Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT yn ystod oriau 
swyddfa arferol. Cewch brynu cop'iau o’r map a’r 
gorchymyn yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 

Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y Gorchymyn neu’i 
wrthwynebu drwy ysgrifennu Ilythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Datblygu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT erbyn 
27 Mawrth 2014, a dylech nodi eich rhesymau dros 
ymateb. 

Os na ddaw sylwadau neu wrthwynebiadau i law, 
neu os caiff y rhai a dderbyniwyd eu tynnu’n 61, bydd 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn rhydd i gadarnhau bod y 
Gorchymyn yn ddiwrthwynebiad. Os caiff y Gorchymyn 
ei anfon at Weinidogion Cymru ar gyfer ei gadarnhau, 
bydd y sylwadau a’r gwrthwynebiadau nas tynnwyd yn 
61, yn cael eu hanfon ar yr un pryd. 

Dyddiedig 27 Chwefror 2014 


The above order, made on the 17th day of February 
2014, under Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980, 
will divert the Public Footpath No 5 Lavernock from 
the alignment A-B-C-D (NGR 317830 168210 to NGR 
317459 167846) to the alignment A-E-F (NGR 317830 
168210 to NGR 317536 168063) as shown on the order 
map. 


A copy of the order and the order map have been placed 
and may be seen free of charge at The Docks Office, 
Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT during normal office 
hours. Copies of the order and map may be bought there 
at the price of £4.50. 

Any representations about or objections to the order 
may be sent in writing to the Director of Development 
Services, Docks Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT 
not later than the 27th day of March 2014. Please state 
the grounds on which they are made. 

If no such representations or objections are duly made, 
or if any so made are withdrawn, the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council may confirm the order as an unopposed order. If 
the order is sent to the Welsh Ministers for confirmation 
any representations and objections which have not been 
withdrawn will be sent with the order. 


Dated this 27th day of February 2014 


07 Renault Clio 
i-music 1.2 petrol 

One owner (plus garage 
registration). A/c, newcat- 
alvlic convertor, new cam 
belt, water pump & pulleys, 
58,000 miles, 3 months 
tax/MoT. Service history. 
£3,400 

01446 751510 9 


Mercedes Benz 
C220 CDi Sport 

Automatic, diesel, 209 
Grey, FSH, Tax & MoT 
April 2014, 52,000 miles, 
excellent condition with 
extras. Parking sensors, 
full Artico leather & multi 
cd charger. 
£11,950 
07523 832623 


Porsche 
Carrera 4 

02 Reg 

Silver, black leather 
interior, 92k, MoT Sept 
2014, FSH. 

£16,500 ono 
01446 774279 
07917 654545 e/s 


VW Passat SE TDi PD 
130 Diesel Estate 

Registered 28.6.04. 
104,373 miles. Excellent 
performance & economy 
(45mpg+). FSH, good 
tyres, sun roof, tow 
hitch,taxed, MoT. 
£2,800 ono 
01446 781563 bb 


07 Vauxhall 
Corsa1.2SXi 

Metallic paint, all 
electric spec, service 
history, brand new MoT. 

£2,950 ono 
01446 421961 
07730 532862 


Ford Puma 

Registered 2001, 
MoT until September 
2014, Service history. 

£550 ono 

01446 790393 
07947 395719 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 


Advertise your 
old one with us 

01446 774484 
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RHYBUDD O WNEUD GORCHYMYN 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO 
MORGANNWG 

(LLWYBRAU TROED CYHOEDDUS 7 
(RHAN), 12 (RHAN), 56, 57, 59 


VALEotGLAMORGAN NOTICE OF MAKING 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
THE VALE OF 
BRolvi^^wG GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATHS NOS 7 (PART), 12 
(PART), 56, 57, 59 


a 60 LLANILLTUD FAWR) 


AND 60 LLANTWIT MAJOR) 


GORCHYMYN CREU LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 


PUBLIC PATH CREATION 
ORDER 2014 


Bydd y Gorchymyn uchod, a wnaethpwyd ar 17 
Chwefror 2014 o dan Adran 26 Deddf Priffyrdd 1980 
yn creu llwybrau troed cyhoeddus rhwng Pwynt A(CGC 
295866 167415) a Phwynt F (CGC 295737 167454); 
Pwynt G (CGC 295732 167458) a Phwynt M (CGC 
295547 167527); Pwynt M (CGC 295547 167527) 
a Phwynt N (CGC 295510 167546); Pwynt M (CGC 
295547 167527) a Phwynt O (CGC 295577 167562); 
Pwynt O (CGC 295577 167562) a Phwynt Q (CGC 
295582 167569); a Phwynt P (CGC 295591 167569) a 
Phwynt O (CGC 295577 167562) fel y’i dangosir ar fap 
y Gorchymyn. 

Mae copi'au o’r gorchymyn a map y gorchymyn wedi’u 
gosod, a chewch eu gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT 
rhwng 9.00am a 4.00pm yn ystod yr wythnos o 27 
Chwefror 2014 hyd 27 Mawrth 2014. Cewch brynu 
copi'au o’r map a’r gorchymyn yn y fan honno am £4.50. 
Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y gorchymyn neu’i 
wrthwynebu drwy ysgrifennu Ilythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Datblygu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT erbyn 
27 Mawrth 2014, a dylech nodi eich rhesymau dros 
ymateb. 

Os na ddaw sylwadau neu wrthwynebiadau i law, 
neu os caiff y rhai a dderbyniwyd eu tynnu’n 61, bydd 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn rhydd i gadarnhau bod y 
gorchymyn yn ddiwrthwynebiad. Os caiff y gorchymyn 
ei anfon at Weinidogion Cymru ar gyfer ei gadarnhau, 
bydd y sylwadau a’r gwrthwynebiadau nas tynnwyd yn 
61, yn cael eu hanfon ar yr un pryd. 

Dyddiedig 27 Chwefror 2014 


The above named Order, made on 17th day of 
February 2014 under Section 26 of the Highways Act 
1980 will create public footpaths from Point A (NGR 
295866 167415) to Point F (NGR 295737 167454); 
Point G (NGR 295732 167458) to Point M (NGR 
295547 167527); Point M (NGR 295547 167527) to 
Point N (NGR 295510 167546); Point M (NGR 295547 
167527) to Point O (NGR 295577 167562); Point 
O (NGR 295577 167562) to Point Q (NGR 295582 
167569); and Point P (NGR 295591 167569) to Point 
O (NGR 295577 167562) as shown on the Order map. 
A copy of the Order and the Order map have been 
placed and may be seen free of charge at the Dock 
Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT between 9:00am 
and 4:00pm on weekdays from 27th February 2014 
until 27th March 2014. Copies of the order and map 
may be bought there at a price of £4.50. 

Any representations about or objections to the Order 
may be sent in writing to the Director of Development 
Services, The Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, 
Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT not later than 27th 
March 2014. Please state the ground on which they 
are made. If no such representation or objections are 
duly made, or if any so made are withdrawn, the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council may confirm the Order as an 
unopposed Order. If the Order is sent to the Welsh 
Ministers for confirmation any representations and 
objections which have not been withdrawn will be sent 
with the Order. 

Dated this 27th day of February 2014 


RHYBUDD O WNEUD GORCHYMYN 
(AC EITHRIO GORCHYMYN DIDDYMU 
HAWLIAU O DAN DDEDDF CAFFAEL TIR) 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBRAU CYHOEDDUS 1 (RHAN), 2 
(RHAN) a 7 (RHAN) LLANILLTUD FAWR) 
GORCHYMYN DIDDYMU LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 


VALEofGLAMORGAN NOTICE OF MAKING OF AN ORDER 
(OTHER THAN AN ACQUISITION 
EXTINGUISHMENT ORDER) 
BRO^iiioRGANNWG HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS NO 1 (PART), 2 (PART) & 
7 (PART) LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PUBLIC PATH EXTINGUISHMENT 
ORDER 2014 


Bydd y gorchymyn uchod, a wnaethpwyd ar 17 
Chwefror 2014, o dan Adran 118 Deddf Priffyrdd 1980, 
yn diddymu Llwybrau Cyhoeddus 1 (rhan), 2 (rhan) a 7 
(rhan) Llanilltud Fawr sy’n rhedeg rhwng Pwynt N (CGC 
295510 167546) a Phwynt R (CGC 295562 167493); 
Pwynt A (CGC 295866 167415) a Phwynt S (CGC 
295709 167441); a Phwynt N (CGC 295510 167546) a 
Phwynt P (CGC 295591 167569) fel y’i dangosir arfap 
y gorchymyn. 

Mae cop'iau o’r gorchymyn a map y gorchymyn wedi’u 
gosod, a chewch eu gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT yn 
ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. Cewch brynu copi'au o’r 
map a’r gorchymyn yn y fan honno am £4.50. 

Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y gorchymyn neu’i 
wrthwynebu drwy ysgrifennu Ilythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Datblygu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT erbyn 
27 Mawrth 2014, a dylech nodi eich rhesymau dros 
ymateb. 

Os na ddaw sylwadau neu wrthwynebiadau i law, 
neu os caiff y rhai a dderbyniwyd eu tynnu’n 61, bydd 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn rhydd i gadarnhau bod y 
gorchymyn yn ddiwrthwynebiad. Os caiff y gorchymyn 
ei anfon at Weinidogion Cymru ar gyfer ei gadarnhau, 
bydd y sylwadau a’r gwrthwynebiadau nas tynnwyd yn 
61, yn cael eu hanfon ar yr un pryd. 

Dyddiedig 27 Chwefror 2014 


The above order, made on the 17th day of February 
2014, under Section 118 of the Highways Act 1980, will 
extinguish the Public Footpaths Nos 1 (part), 2 (part) 

& 7 (part) Llantwit Major running from Point N (NGR 
295510 167546) to Point R (NGR 295562 167493); 
Point A (NGR 295866 167415) to Point S (NGR 295709 
167441); and Point N (NGR 295510 167546) to Point P 
(NGR 295591 167569) as shown on the order map. 

A copy of the order and the order map have been 
placed and may be seen free of charge at The Docks 
Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT during normal 
office hours. Copies of the order and map may be 
bought there at the price of £4.50. 

Any representations about or objections to the order 
may be sent in writing to the Director of Development 
Services, Docks Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT 
not later than the 27th day of March 2014. Please 
state the grounds on which they are made. 

If no such representations or objections are duly made, 
or if any so made are withdrawn, the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council may confirm the order as an unopposed 
order. If the order is sent to the Welsh Ministers for 
confirmation any representations and objections which 
have not been withdrawn will be sent with the order. 
Dated this 27th day of February 2014 
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I Llantwit Major under-16s will be heading 
off to the Catalan region soon. 


LLANTWIT UNDER-16S 
SHOW OFF TOUR KIT! 


LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC under-16s 
were presented with their tour kit before 
they head off to northern Spain to play two 
matches in the Catalan region. 

The kit was presented to the squad by Andy Joy of 
Force Strength & Conditioning, who are one of the 
sponsors of the team. 


The team would like to thank all those who have 
sponsored and supported them, and have made the 
tour possible. 

The boys are bound to return with a lifetime’s 
worth of stories to tell but all will be bound by the 
golden rule of tourists, “What goes on tour stays on 
tour”. 

TIM JONES 


History on epic 
scale as Llantwit 
defeat Beaufort! 


HISTORY contin¬ 
ues to be made by 
the young Llantwit 
Major side that 
overcame visitors 
Beaufort to secure a 
place in the quarter 
final of the WRU 
SWALEC Bowl 
competition. 

History had already 
been made by getting to 
the last 16 and it is with 
sheer delight that the 
journey continues. 

When the draw was 
made, very little was 
known of Beaufort but 
due to inactivity through 
the inclement weather, 
coach Darren Joy was 
able to watch our oppo¬ 
nents and this could have 
been crucial in taking the 
preparation up to another 
level. 

Llantwit Major, in the 
same vein as Wales, had 
been extremely poor in 
their last game out and 
the coaching staff sought 
to put this right during 
two intense training ses¬ 
sions in the run up to the 
game. 

The visitors, also a 
young side, came to 
Llantwit holding no fear 
as cup competitions are 
all about who performs 
on the day. The game 
started in a typical cup 
fashion with nerves on 
both sides as they tried 
to outwit each other. 

Beaufort were by no 
means in awe of Llantwit 
who are in a higher divi¬ 
sion and sought to get 
the ball moving at every 
opportunity to their 
game maker at centre. 
Stern defence from 
Llantwit was the order of 
the day. 

It was however, the 


visitors who got on the 
scoreboard first by tak¬ 
ing play into the 22 
where a rolling maul 
could not not be stopped 
and the visiting forwards 
drove over for a try that 
was converted. 

In the past, an early 
try has seen Llantwit 
lose focus and forget the 
game plan but not on this 
occasion. There was no 
panic, just a steely re¬ 
solve to put the score 
right. As the half drew to 
a close Llantwit pulled 
two penalties back from 
prolific points scorer 
Ryan Evans. 

Just before halftime, 
Rob Carter received a 
yellow card and in a 
show of some consis¬ 
tency, two minutes later 
a Beaufort player also 
saw yellow for 10 min¬ 
utes in the bin. 

The final scoring of 
the half was by Beaufort 
as they slotted a penalty 
to lead 10 -9. 

The team talk at half¬ 
time was again simple, 
do the basics and the op¬ 
portunities will come. 

The second half saw 
Llantwit playing down 
the slope and with the 
wind at their backs. It 
was in the second half 
that the Llantwit pack 
began to get the upper 
hand until they were to¬ 
tally dominant. 

It got to the point that 
it didn't matter who had 
the put in at the scrum 
because the pressure was 
such from the forwards 
that Llantwit generally 
came up with the ball, 
such was their ascen¬ 
dency in this area. 

The game continued 
at a pace and Llantwit fi¬ 
nally broke the defence 
and with a two on one it 


appeared that Llantwit 
took the wrong option by 
chipping over the top but 
on this occasion fortune 
favoured the brave and 
Laurence Howley 
crossed for a try that was 
converted by Ryan 
Evans. 

The visitors, now 
looking devoid of ideas, 
gave away a number of 
penalties, one of which 
was converted from 
halfway line to give 
Llantwit a 19-10 lead. 

To their credit Beau¬ 
fort did not give up and 
gained a penalty of their 
own which they con¬ 
verted and gave the 
watching spectators a 
nervous 10 minutes. 

However, Llantwit 
were not to be denied 
and quick line speed in 
defence meant Beaufort 
were caught on several 
occasions by the ferocity 
at the contact area. 

Chris Eowler, Jack 
and Josh Austin were 
constantlyforcing their 
opposite numbers into 
making mistakes. 

Ryan Evans continued 
his rich vein of form and 
landed two further penal¬ 
ties to make the score a 
bit more comfortable for 
the home supporters. 

Credit has to be given 
to Beaufort in that they 
came to play rugby and 
for a neutral it was an 
excellent advert for grass 
roots rugby. 

It could be quite easy 
to say that the whole 
team deserved man of 
the match but on speak¬ 
ing with the the coaches 
it was unanimous that on 
this occasion it would go 
to two players, Rob 
Carter and Richard In¬ 
gram. 

A special mention has 


to go to the coaching 
staff of Darren Joy, 
Graeme Williams, Dean 
Bunting and Simon Hill; 
the professionalism they 
show on and off the field 
preparing the team is 
second to none and 
something everyone in¬ 
volved in the club and 
the town should be proud 
of. 

As the draw had al¬ 
ready been made, 
Llantwit knew that they 
were due to face either 
Pyle or Cwmgors in the 
next round and this was 
confirmed as being Pyle. 
The quarter final will be 
held on Saturday, March 
22, in Llantwit Major; 
mark it in your diary 
now to be part of the 
next chapter! 

NE 


Keen competition 
at Vale schools’ 
basketball event 



THE Vale’s basket¬ 
ball talent took part 
in the annual 5x60 
schools tournament 
as 10 teams, spread 
across six schools, 
arrived at Cogan 
Leisure Centre in 
Penarth. 

After the success of the 
last year’s competition, 
the girls’ tournament saw 
more entries than ever. 
Eive teams from Cow- 
bridge, Stan well and St 
Cyres took part in a round 
robin group, where each 
team played each other 
once. 

Every fixture saw 
fiercely committed, 
highly competitive games 
with the emergence of 
raw talent, particularly 
from St Cyres and Cow- 
bridge. This talent saw 
these schools competing 
for the trophy, coming 
down to last game. 

Cowbridge came away 
victorious, however, on 
another day it could eas¬ 
ily have gone St Cyres’ 
way. Both teams will ad¬ 


vance to the regional fi¬ 
nals in RCT. 

In the boys’ competi¬ 
tion, teams from Bro 
Morgannwg, Stan well, St 
Cyres, Cowbridge, St 
Richard Gwyn and Barry 
arrived to compete for the 
trophy. Stanwell domi¬ 
nated their group with 
comfortable wins against 
Cowbridge and St Cyres. 


In group two, Bro 
Morgannwg came out on 
top, earning good wins 
against Barry Compre¬ 
hensive and St Richard 
Gwyn, setting up what 
was sure to be a pulsating 
final. 

The first half saw a nip 
and tuck contest with 
Stanwell and Bro Mor¬ 
gannwg frequently trad¬ 


ing baskets. However, 
the fitness and aggression 
of the boys from Bro 
Morgannwg saw them 
pull away early in the sec¬ 
ond half, never looking 
back as they stormed their 
way to the Key Stage 3 
trophy. 

Again, both teams will 
advance through to the re¬ 
gional finals. 


Dinas RFC win on the road 


AFTER the dismal 
weather of the past few 
weeks, it was a welcome 
change to see the sun 
shining high in the sky 
over Dinas Powys as the 
team prepared for the 
journey along the M4 to 
the home of the ‘Seag¬ 
ulls’ in Porthcawl. 

An unfortunate delay in de¬ 
parture meant the players ar¬ 
rived at the ground just 40 
minutes ahead of the expected 
kick off at 2.30pm. With the 
players being put through their 
paces in the warm-up, discus¬ 
sions were taking place behind 
the scenes as to whether or not 
the pitch was even playable. 
However after much delibera¬ 
tion all parties agreed that the 
match could proceed. 

With a number of regular 
first team players unavailable 
for the encounter, the Villagers 


took the opportunity to provide 
several of the talented youth 
team with their debut for the 
senior XV. 

The visitors were by far the 
brighter side during the first 
half of the match and were re¬ 
warded handsomely with four 
quick and unanswered tries; 

Dan Evans, James Smith, Gavin 
Cooper and Tom Chapman all 
crossing the whitewash. 

With James Smith's second 
try of the game just prior to the 
halftime whistle, the visitors 
score stood at a commanding 
31-0. 

The second half began in 
much the same as the first had 
finished with the men from the 
Vale managing to score an addi¬ 
tional three tries with tenacious 
flanker Morgan Williams grab¬ 
bing a brace. 

However, the home team 
showed resilience scoring two 
tries of their own with relative 
ease. Their second was of par¬ 


ticular concern for the coaching 
team of Dinas Powys as the 
Seagulls’ fly-half dissected the 
Villagers’ defence with appar¬ 
ent ease from 20 metres out. 

Despite the disappointment 
at conceding 14 points, the 
much needed improvement in 
performance compared to the 
games of December and early 
January was heartening for the 
large contingent of travelling 
supporters. 

The presence and perform¬ 
ance of debutantes Liam 
Driscoll and Tom Baister, to¬ 


gether with fellow youth cap¬ 
tain Corey Imperato, was a 
huge boost to the senior team 
and a credit to the youth team 
coaches who work tirelessly to 
ensure the club has a bright and 
competitive future. All three 
played outstandingly with pas¬ 
sion and commitment evident in 
every stride. 

Einal score Porthcawl 14, 
Dinas Powis 48. 

Dinas Powis RPC are next in 
action against Treharris on Sat¬ 
urday, March 8, 2.30pm kick 
off on the Common. MH 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS 

We welcome your match 
reports, club news and 
other items of interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial® tindlenews .co .uk 
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Dinas Powys look 
rusty as league 
leaders claim win 


DINAS POWYS FC were glad 
to be back in action against 
Caldicot Town, with no match¬ 
es since January 15 because of 
waterlogged pitches, but 
looked somewhat rusty against 
their high-flying hosts. 

With a stiff breeze in their favour in 
was the hosts that settled first and an 
early free kick by Simon Crook found 
the head of Richard Sharrat but his 
header was wide of the mark. 

Caldicot were keeping the ball much 
better than Dinas and most of the 
attacks were coming from them. 

The visitors did force a couple of 
corners taken by Nicky Bruce but the 
Caldicot defence cleared the danger. 

At the other end, a thunderous free- 
kick by Dan Saunders clipped the top 
of the crossbar and over and, from a 
corner, Sharrat planted a powerful 
header towards goal but again it hit the 
crossbar and went over. 

The best chance of the half for 
Dinas came from a Carlos Indjai cross 
which found Dimitri Fallas in space, he 
got a shot away but it was wide of the 
left upright and the half finished goal¬ 
less with Caldicot dominating but fail¬ 
ing to convert their numerous chances. 

Connor Parsons was introduced at 
the start of the second period in place 
of Indjai to try and bolster the midfield 
battle for Dinas and they began getting 
more possession. However, stand-in 
keeper James Bloxham had to make a 
good save from ex-Dinas player Matt 
Trottman from a free-kick. 

Then came the highlight of the game 
as far as Dinas were concerned. Tony 
Herrin picked the ball up some 25 
yards from goal and unleashed a 
superb shot into the top corner of the 


net to give the visitors the lead. This 
only lasted a few minutes when a pass 
from the left evaded Bloxham, leaving 
Trottman a simple tap-in at the far post 
for 1-1. 

The hosts then took the lead when 
Dan Saunders broke through the Dinas 
rearguard for a one-on-one with the 
keeper and he made no mistake, sliding 
the ball past Bloxham from 10 yards. 
He almost repeated this a few minutes 
later but a last ditch clearance off the 
line by James Marr kept the score 
down. 

Dinas then rang the changes with 20 
minutes remaining, bringing on Ryan 
Garland and Joe Briscombe for Barry 
King and Dimitri Fallas who had both 
worked hard. 

Dinas thought they had equalised 
when, from a Nicky Bruce free kick. 
Garland headed towards the far post 
but his effort was just wide of the 
upright with keeper Matt Saniford 
beaten. 

Dinas keeper James Bloxham 
injured his back preventing a ball 
going out for a corner but was okay 
after lengthy treatment and the game 
ended with Dinas having a much better 
second half but unable to take anything 
from the game. 

On March 1 Dinas entertain Undy 
Athletic at The Murch when kick off 
times revert to 2.30pm. 

Squad: 1 James Bloxham, 2 Nicky 
Bruce, 3 Danny Street, 4 Dave 
Penikett, 5 James Marr, 6 Tony Herrin 
(1), 7 Paul Dawes (c), 8 Carlos Indjai, 
9 Paul Penikett, 10 Dimitri Fallas, 11 
Barry King, 12 Luke Swaffield, 14 
Ryan Garland, 15 Joe Briscombe, 16 
Connor Parsons, 17 Jonathan Dakin. 

PK 


Barry seconds 
maintain 
winning run 


BARRY 2nd XV 
welcomed the visit 
of Clwb Rygbi 
Caerdydd as they 
attempted to stretch 
their winning 
streak to five. 

Coach Rhidian Scott 
and manager Ken Chow 
recalled the fit-again 
Jordan Flynn at fly-half 
to partner Rhidian 
Mepham, and there was 
also a welcome return 
for Dave Hosking on the 
bench. 

With the elements and 
the slope behind them in 
the first half, Barry got 
off to a quick start. The 
CRCC defence was find¬ 
ing it hard to handle the 
workrate of the Barry 
back row, with Miles 
and Goodfellow out¬ 
standing, while Flynn at 
stand-off utilised the 
ball-carrying power of 
Marvin Cordle and Dave 
Williams. 

It was no surprise that 
Barry threatened the first 
score; after good drives 
from Adam Lee, Sion 
Vidal and Andy Come, 
the ball was seemingly 
grounded for a try, only 
for the official to disal¬ 
low it. 

Undeterred, Barry 
soon returned to the visi¬ 
tors’ 22, and this time 
good distribution from 
Mepham, a strong mn 
from Vidal, and a per¬ 
fectly-timed pass to 


Ethan Dix saw him cross 
for the first try; Lee 
added the extras. 

Clwb Rygbi attempted 
to counter Barry’s physi- 
cality and power with 
some typically fluent 
link-up play, and they 
did make some inroads 
into the home half, but 
found the defence, mar¬ 
shalled by Lee Jones, 
Kyle Case, Goodfellow 
and Miles unrelenting. 

The flow of the game 
was disrupted by the 
whistle-happy official, 
who was making some 
puzzling decisions which 
left both sets of players 
in the dark. 

Neither side coped 
well in this part of the 
game, and the half drew 
to a close with Barry 
leading 7-0. 

The management 
reminded the players of 
the importance of this 
match for the league sea¬ 
son at the interval, and 
the words were still ring¬ 
ing in their ears when 
Barry stretched their 
lead. 

Some good build up 
play in midfield saw 
Williams released, and 
he cut through the 
CRCC defence superbly, 
dummying the full-back 
before scoring under the 
posts; Lee added the 


extras. 
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With the game seem¬ 
ingly in the bag Barry 
took their foot off the 
pedal, and following the 
sin-binning of Andy 
Come, the visitors 
scored two well-worked 
tries to reduce the deficit 
to 14-12. The game was 
back in the balance. 

Barry showed great 
character and resilience 
to weather more pressure 
from the visitors, with 
all 15 men defending 
their line manfully. 

Eventually the 
momentum of the game 
swung again, and fol¬ 
lowing good work on the 
wing from Dix, ball was 
recycled for man-of-the- 
match John Miles to 
apply the finishing 
touch. Lee failed to add 
the extras. 

Clwb Rygbi attempted 
one final push to earn 
themselves a draw, but 
their attack was snuffed 
out by some diligent 
Barry tackling, including 
a huge hit by Cordle on 
the fly-half, and the 
points stayed in Barry, 
the final score 19-12. 

The 2nd XV will trav¬ 
el to Llandaff this week¬ 
end, while the 3rd XV 
visit Cardiff Quins. 

Team: Lee; Dix, 
Cordle, Williams, 
Hamonda; Flynn, 
Mepham; Thomas, Vidal, 
Come; Jones, Case; 
Goodfellow, Miles, Rolfe 
(c). Replacements: 
Hosking, Elsworth, 
White, Evans. Man-of- 
the-match: Miles. 


KC 


BRYNHILL LADIES 
GOLF RESULTS 


JANUARY 14 - 

Audrey Phillips 20 
points; February 1 - 
Linda Hewlett 24 
points; February 18 
- Shirley Lewis 21 
points. 

FIXTURE NIGHT 
Brynhill ladies met on 
February 4 to arrange 
their matches for the 
2014 season. 

Sheila Williams 
informed us about the 
mles of golf, followed by 
a quiz that was won by 
Anne Phillips and 
Shirley O'Donovan. 
Many of us will have to 
refer to our rule books 
again! 

MEET FOR 
LUNCH 

On February 18, nearly 
40 ladies enjoyed lunch 
together after some 
brave souls played 10 
holes. 

The weather was kind 
although still wet under¬ 
foot, no problems for 
Shirley who won with 21 
points. 

Past captain Julie 
Harkin had raised money 
for Velindre Hospital 
during her year, and Pat 
Cogbill has been collect¬ 
ing used stamps for the 
same charity. 

CH 



Cowbridge under-8s 
shine in the sun 


GLORIOUS winter sunshine 
provided a welcome change 
from the recent stormy weath¬ 
er and finally gave the 
Cowbridge under-8s the 
opportunity to play some 
rugby. 

Team 1 started superbly against 
Whitchurch, with two quick tries, 
first from a determined run by James 
Collingridge followed by a dash to 
the corner by Joe Davies after good 
passing between him and James 
Lord. 

Whitchurch scored but Cowbridge, 
clearly relishing being on the pitch, 
then began a purple patch running in 
seven unanswered tries. Henry 
Whitehouse, George Edgill and 
Henry Davies all got their names on 
the score sheet, and demonstrated 
solid team work and passing skills in 
the build up to the tries, along with 
Joe Funtek and Ollie Gale. 

James C and Joe D got their sec¬ 
ond tries, both as a consequence of 
consummate running. James Lord 
expertly capitalised on a mistake by 
the opposition to score in the corner, 
quickly followed by a typically 
forceful run from Ned Rees. 

Whitchurch increased their pres¬ 
sure in the last quarter and scored 
four tries, but it was a convincing 9-5 
victory for Cowbridge. 

The second match saw 
Whitchurch open the scoring against 
the run of play but a set move crisply 
executed saw Sam Sheppard feed 
Osian Bruce on a scissors for a try in 
the left comer. 

A mazy run from Mabli Davies led 
to Ben Stephenson scorching into the 
corner and first Osian and then Harry 
New added to their tallies from the 
earlier match. 

Whitchurch, though, did not give 
up and scored further tries before 
Sam S jinked over short range from 
dummy half and Will Brennan went 
most of the length of the field to 
score a fine individual try. 

Sam Jackson then ran with typical 
strength up the middle, Joe Arentsen 
took the offload and put Osian into 
the space to score the fifth try. 


Whitchurch replied with two fur¬ 
ther tries but it was left to man of the 
day Harry New to cap the win with a 
long range solo try. Final score 8-6. 

The encounter with Llanharan was 
far more keenly contested. Ned Rees 
opened the scoring after a period of 
sustained pressure, but Llanharan 
quickly responded. 

However, Cowbridge were able to 
keep their noses just ahead through¬ 
out the match, firstly thanks to a push 
to the corner by loan Phillips. 

Henry W sliced through the 
defence to score and another excel¬ 
lent pick up by James Lord led to a 
well-deserved try. Henry W conclud¬ 
ed the scoring, ensuring another vic¬ 
tory, much to the delight of the team. 

A late try deep into added time at 
the end of a pulsating encounter 
broke Cowbridge hearts on 
Valentines weekend and saw 
Llanharan pip them at the post, 9-8. 

The game had been end to end 
with the power game of the visitors 
contrasting with the width, variety 
and interplay of the Cowbridge boys. 
Llanharan opened the scoring before 
a five play passing sequence saw 
Osian Bruce finish in the comer. 

Harry New showed his pace to 
score a first half hat trick of tries but 
each was matched by powerful 
Llanharan running through the mid¬ 
dle. 

The second half opened in similar 
fashion with Osian scoring twice 
after fine distribution from Sam 
Sheppard and Charlie Berkley-Smith 
and then Harry adding another with 
lung bursting sprints up the touch- 
line. 

Sam S scored the last try, but even 
great tagging from Will Martin and 
Jacob Robson though could not keep 
Llanharan at bay and they finished 
the match a try ahead. 

PS 
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GRADING SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS 



Barry RFC see league 
points squandered 
after frustrating draw 


LLANDAFF were the visi¬ 
tors to the Reservoir Field 
on Saturday where the 
weather gods were kind; it 
may have been windy, but 
no rain fell throughout the 
proceedings. 

The visitors elected to play 
against the elements in the first 
session. Barry were first to disturb 
the scorers, via a well-struck 
penalty goal by Scott; a just 
reward for good early forward 
pressure. 

It soon became clear that the 
Barry pack had the measure of 
their opponents and established a 
stranglehold on the set scrums 
right from the start. Unfortunately, 
not the same could be said of the 
line-outs, which were more evenly 
contested. 

The home team’s ascendency in 
the tight scrummages was begin¬ 
ning to tell on the Llandaff half¬ 
backs. Following a heel against 
the head near the visitors’ try line, 
Buckland swept over almost 
unopposed. Scott did his usual 


Halfpenny impersonation in land¬ 
ing the conversion. 

An enforced substitution by 
Barry saw Hadfield return to the 
fold minutes before the interval. 
However, it was the away team 
who managed to reduce the deficit 
with a well-struck penalty to make 
the halftime score 10-3 at the 
break. 

If Barry were to survive the sec¬ 
ond period against a slight breeze 
and up the slope they would need 
to play controlled and intelligent 
rugby. 

It was soon apparent that the 
former was well within their capa¬ 
bility, but the latter was absent at 
crucial junctures in the second 40 
minutes. 

With the Jones boys and 
Hadfield in the van, Barry began 
brightly and earned a chance for 
Scott to extend the lead; he did not 
disappoint. 

A harsh yellow card to a home 
forward did little to dim their 
enthusiasm. Unfortunately for the 
visitors, the easy ensuing penalty 
was missed. 

It was during the next period of 


play that Barry lost the plot with 
some very naive defending. The 
home team were attacking on the 
right flank and all the backs were 
positioned on that side. 

This released acres of unguard¬ 
ed ground on the left. Llandaff 
gained possession immediately 
spreading the ball into the empty 
spaces. They used their unmarked 
backs to engineer a good try near 
the posts. 

Running up to full time, good 
work by Evans and Hollister could 
not prevent Llandaff squaring the 
scores with a late penalty kick. 

This was an opportunity for a 
full haul of league points squan¬ 
dered. 

Barry: Ryan, Adams, 

Buckland, Provis, Busitil, E Scott, 
Lee, H Jones (captain), Poole, 
O’Sullivan, Tanner, G Jones, 
Hollister, Evans, Lundy. Reps. 
Hadfield, Oaten, T Scott, 
Gallivan. 

Next Saturday the visitors to 
the Reservoir Field are Llandaff 
North. 

CO 


Tournament win for netballers 


L L A N T W I T 
MAJOR school’s 
year 9 netball team 
have won the Vale 
Tournament for the 
third year running. 

They beat St. Richard 
Gwyn 17-1 and Stanwell 
13-0 to set up a final 
match against Cowbridge 
who had also won both of 
their previous games. 

A close final match 
was expected. Llantwit 
stormed into a 7-2 lead 
before Cowbridge fought 
back and at halftime 
Llantwit held on to a nar¬ 
row 7-5 lead. 

The second half was 
close with Cowbridge, 
initially levelling the 
scores but then Llantwit 
upped their game and 
finished the winners, 13- 
11 . 

Next up was Cardiff 
and Vale Schools prelim¬ 
inary rounds held at 
Cardiff University, 
Talybont. As Llantwit 
were runners up last year 
they were one of the four 
seeded teams, hoping to 
make it through to the 
county finals for the third 
year running. 

Llantwit made light 
work of their matches 



winning all three con¬ 
vincingly. Llantwit beat 
Eastern High 14-2, Radyr 
17-3 and St Teilo’s 15-4. 

They now will go on 
to meet Cardiff High, 
Corpus Christi and 
Howells in the finals and 
hope to go one better 
than last year. 

Good luck girls, you 
deserve it. 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS 

We welcome your match 
reports, club news and 
other items of interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews .co .uk 


ON Sunday, 
February 16, the 
Cadoxton Schools 
of Tae Kwon Do 
held their first 
colour belt grading 
of the year. 

The grading took 
place at the Victoria 
Park Community Centre. 
The grading saw 24 stu¬ 
dents from as young as 
five years of age sitting 
the exam. 

The grading was con¬ 
ducted by Master Ron 
Thomas, 8th Dan, and 
was a success with all 24 
students passing their 
grading, four of which 
achieved top grade ‘A’ 
passes - Kurtis James, 
Jessica Blackley, Cian 
Allen and Joel Weis. 

Joel was also the 
deserved winner of the 
club’s grading shield. 

Successful candidates 
were:- 

Promoted to 8th kup 
Yellow belt: - Courtney 
James & Leo Cummins. 
Promoted to 7th kup 
Green stripe: - Ethan 
Andrus, Cameron Evans, 
Thea Cunningham, & 
Maddison Allen. 
Promoted to 6th kup 
Green belt: -Alexandra 
Poulton, Lucia 
Cunningham, Brook 
Baker, Kelly Quigley & 
Alex Cunningham. 

Promoted to 5th Kup 
Blue Stripe: - Kurtis 
James, Martin James, 
Katie Watkins, Jessica 
Blackley, Elbe-Ann 
Osborne. Promoted to 
4th Kup Blue belt: - 
Mason Blackley. 
Promoted to 3rd Kup 
Red Stripe: -Joel Wells 
& Evan Baron. 

Promoted to 2nd kup 
Red belt: -Jake Quigley, 
Daniel Quigley, Cian 
Allen, Demi Baker & 
Cody Jacobsen. 

Pictured with their 
instructors and grading 
examiners are the suc¬ 
cessful candidates. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, please phone 
(01446) 406372 or visit 
cadoxtontaekwondo .wee 
bly.com. 

RT 


Roller 

skating 

club’s 

success 

GLAMORGAN 
Artistic Roller skat¬ 
ing club recently 
competed at their 
first competition of 
the year, held in 
Newbury by West 
Berkshire Roller 
Skating Club. 

All the skaters skated 
very well in a variety of 
events including duo, 
solo and team skates and 
the club came away with 
four bronze medals and 
four silver medals. 

This is a fantastic 
result for Welsh artistic 
roller skating! If anyone 
is interested in joining 
the club, please visit our 
Facebook page or tele¬ 
phone our secretary, 
Anne Marie Escott, on 
07517854453. 


High-speed chef 
wins BARC award 



Champions all: from left, Anthony Armelin, Jordan King, 
the British Formula Three Champion and Marc Mercer, 
Classic Formula Ford 2000 Champion. 


AT a lavish ceremony hosted 
by the British Automobile 
Racing Club at the Chesford 
Grange Hotel, Warwickshire, 
on February 15, Cowbridge 
resident Anthony Armelin, 
proprietor of the Beech Tree 
Inn at Culverhouse Cross, was 
presented with his champion’s 
trophy for winning the Classic 
Formula Ford 2000 
Championship, Class B, for 
historic racing cars. 

Anthony, a single-seater champion 
in the mid 1980s, and former instructor 
at the Silverstone Racing School, was 


back on track last season for the first 
time in 28 years, racking up five wins 
along the way. 

“I was truly humbled to be in such 
esteemed company. The BARC is the 
oldest motor racing club in the UK and 
has honoured so many great champi¬ 
ons in the past, including Sir Stirling 
Moss, Sir Jackie Stewart and Nigel 
Mansell,” he said. 

Anthony will be competing with the 
Historic Sports Car Club this year and 
can be seen in action at some of the 
UK’s most iconic circuits, including 
Silverstone, Brands Hatch and Oulton 
Park in Cheshire. The season opener is 
at Donington Park on April 6. 


TRAINER EVAN IS 
‘STILL BELIEVING’! 


LLANCARFAN’S Evan 
Williams has saddled more 
winners at Ludlow than any 
other trainer in the past five 
years. 

Last Wednesday, his six-year-old 
old Still Believing landed the Shukers 
Land Rover Handicap Hurdle to bring 
his total number of wins at the Welsh 
border track to 52. 

He is way ahead of fellow 
Welshman Nigel Twiston-Davies, who 
has the second most number of wins. 

A double on the day brought Nigel’s 
total of wins to 18. Still Believing, part¬ 
nered by Conor Ring, scored by one 
and a half lengths from the top weight¬ 
ed Broadway Sympathy. 

TUDOR REIGNS 

Cowbridge’s James Tudor was in 
good form at the Cambridge 
University Draghounds Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases at Cottenham 


last Saturday. 

James, assistant trainer to Evan 
Williams, had a hat-trick of wins scor¬ 
ing on Harbour Court (men’s open). 
Sharp Suit (restricted) and Cool Klan 
(open maiden). 

All three winners, who were odds- 
on favourites, were trained by Alan 
Hill, husband of National Hunt trainer 
Lawney Hill. 

James, a former national point-to- 
point champion rider, has ridden 
around 224 winners between-the-flags 
and has ridden more winners than any 
other Welshman apart from the leg¬ 
endary Cowbridge farmer John 
Llewellyn, who notched-up 270 win¬ 
ners before hanging up his riding 
boots; Llewellyn won the national rid¬ 
ers’ championship in 1983. 

Tudor took the title in 2006 and, for 
the record, Evan Williams was suc¬ 
cessful in 2002. 

BRIAN LEE 


Cefn impress with win 


ON a fine day for 
running rugby, both 
Cefn Club and 
Pontyclun put on a 
very entertaining 
match, with 

Pontyclun’s much 
heavier and more 
experienced pack 
also contributing in 
open play. 

Cefn blooded several 
new up and coming tal¬ 
ents, including George 
Morgan who was solid at 
full back and showed a 
lot of pace when given 
space to run. 

It was great to see 
Darris Lyddon, back to 
full fitness, showing his 
versatility, and his terrific 
ball handling skills from 
the lock position, along¬ 
side the experienced 
Gareth Raikes. 

Cefn’s young side ran 
out 51-10 winners, play¬ 
ing some scintillating 
rugby. Adam Lloyd was 
always a livewire at 


scrum half, while young 
Tom Matthews shone 
alongside more experi¬ 
enced players such as 
Matt Diamond, Chris 
Bruno and Rob 
Matthews. 

Pick of the scores 
were a fine individual 
effort from dynamic Rob 


Curl following some 
excellent build up work 
with fine interpassing 
between forwards and 
backs, and the highlight 
of the day saw prop 
Bruno ending another 
fine build-up for a nice 
try under the posts. 

SS 


Vale table tennis 
academy launched 

A new sports opportunity has been 
launched in the Vale, the Vale Table 
Tennis Academy. 

George Evans, the former Welsh international 
table tennis player, has started a weekly junior ses¬ 
sion. 

Funding of £600 to support the project came from 
the Vale of Glamorgan Community Chest Fund. 

Session will be run every Wednesday at Cwm 
Talwg Community Centre from 6.30pm to 8pm. 

George Evans said: “We are delighted to offer 
children the unique opportunity to learn and develop 
their table tennis skills in a fun and safe environ¬ 
ment.” 

New members of all ages and abilities welcome, 
for more information contact George Evans on 
01446 711297 or email Tanglewoodfive@aol.com. 

































From Aarrowhyundai 


These offers are only available on new Hyundai’s purchased 
& reoistered by 31 si March 2014i There has never been 
a better time to order a new Hyundai. 

FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR Representative 



Brand New ix20 


Our Price From 

£11415 

SAVE £1013' 



Brand New i30 



Our Price From 

£12259 


SAVE £2041 




V In Celebration of ^ 
St. Davids Day & the 
NU14REG 

The Maesteg Gieemen 
MVC wiii be singing at 
our showroom on 
the 1st March, 
also singing to raise 
money for Velindre 
\ Cancer centre, y 


Brand New ix35 


Our Price From 


Brand New i40 


Our Price From 

£15742 


SAVE £3123' 


On every new 14 Plate Hyundai you get... 


5 years Roadside Assistance 


I I ■ Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF31 4LH 

^arrowhyundai 

www.arrowmotors.com 01G5G7G8352 


HYURDRI 


*Savings advertised are based against MRRP Prices and also inciude a Finance Deposit Allowance trom Hyundai. Terms & conditions apply. Finance subject to status. Over 18’s only. Written guotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. 

Vehicles shown for Illustration purposes only. Vehicles must be ordered and registered by 31st March 2014. 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 

amocESTonE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £56^0 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl £6330 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone TOOl £7130 
225/45 YR17 Bridgestone SOOl £9730 
225/40 YR 18 Bridgestone SOOl XL £l 15.00 


GOODYEAR DUNLOP 1 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 1 

195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 

GOODYEAR 4r| 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

GOODYEAR 

EfficientGrip £00.95 

195/55 HR 16 

GOODYEAR 

205/55 VR 16 

DUNLOP 

BluResponse £00.95 

_ ^ 

Excellence |||| 
RunOnFlat £W.50 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ko 1.3 '02-'08 

Rear Silencer (154-123) only £wY.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WAI 
(UK063E) only 


rywes 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

iize / Make Price 

205/55WR16AvonZV5 £64.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L £85.95 
225/45WR17 Avon ZV5 X/L £88.95 
225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L £99.95 

WINTER SPECIALS 


With 3 YEAR WARRANTY 


195/65 HR 15 Avon Ice 

£ 69.95 


205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£ 79.95 


STANDARD TYRES from 

^£ 31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY £31.95 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

k £ 38.50 

185/65HR14. 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY £38.50 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^£ 39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16. 

FROM ONLY £41.00 
FROM ONLY £42.50 
FROM ONLY £39.95 
FROM ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^ £ 47.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

ALl INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO NIDDEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16 . FROM ONLY £47.95 

215^5WR16 . FROM ONLY £53.95 

225/45WR17. FROM ONLY £49.95 

225/40WR18 . FROM ONLY £49.95 



BARRY 

Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 

Barry AA 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT TT 

029 20 382644 


A UcH. jru 


ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. |v#SA 
OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 




\l ^ 


ViLi^ Hi 



08 VOLVO 070 D5 Sport, 2-Dr 2.4 
Convertable, Met Black, (Diesel), FSH, 
MFSW, Cruise & Climate Control, 51k 


£8,690 


59 VW Golf 2.0 TDi (140) SE 5-Dr, Red, 
(Diesel), 1 Owner, FSFI, Air Con, 
Alloys, 86k 


£8,190 


06 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 GL 3-Dr, Yellow, 

1 Owner, FSH, CD Player, EAA/indows, 
C/Locking, 74k 


£3,590 


58 VW Polo 1.4 Blue Motion 2 TDi (80) 
5-Dr, Met Silver, (Diesel), 1 Owner, 
FSH, Aircon, Alloys, Bluetooth, 68k 


£5,690 


10 PEUGEOT 308 1.6 VT1 S 5-Dr, Met 
Blue, Auto, FSH, Aircon, 

CD Player, 46k 


£5,490 






11 KIA Ceed 1.6 CRDi (89) 1 5-Dr, Met 
Silver, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, MFSW, 
6 Speed, Air Con, 82k 


£8,590 


57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Design 
5-Dr, Met Blue, Auto, Air Con, Alloys, 
CD Player, EAA/indows, C/Locking, 61k 


£3,990 


60 MERCEDES-BENZ C Class CD! 
Blue Efficiency Exec SE 4-Dr, 2.1, Met 
Black, (Diesel), FSH, 6 Speed, 77k 


£10,990 


58 HONDA Civic 2.0 i-VTEC Type R GT 
3-Dr. Red, FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, 
MFSW, Privacy Glass, 6 Speed, 60k. 


£7,990 



60 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi (95) 
Econetic 5-Dr. Met Silver, (Diesel), 

1 Owner, FSH, Aircon, £30 RFL, 97k 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


£5,990 

SAT NAVi 

CF63 2NWi^ 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 

In red, with leather, 42,000 miles 

£3,495 



54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto 

In silver with leather, sat nav, air scarf 
etc, stylish convertable 

£8,995 


58 VAUXHALL Astra T .9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high 

£19^^995 


11 



10 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 

3-dr, lime metallic, 44,000 miles, a/c 

£6,995 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



08 


04 


04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


Rac 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 

08 CITROEN C4 VTR+ 1.6TDi 5-dr. In met grey, 85,000 

mile diesel at.£4,295 

08 RENAULT Megane 1.5 DCi Techrun 3-Dr. In met 

sand, 55,000 miles.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£4,295 

55 MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Authentique 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance .£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon.£3,995 

54 JAGUAR Style 3.0 Sport Auto. In Jaguar racing green 
with beige leather, 89,000 miles, superb example at .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c.Reduced to £3,695 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 
etc.£3,695 

56 MAZDA 6TS 2.0 Automatic. In met grey, 51,000 miles, 

nice example.£3,695 

06 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport (87) 5-Dr. In black, low 

mileage example.£3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr Climate. In black, 43,000 

miles .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,695 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red, with leather, 42,000 

miles, fantastic value at .£3,495 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Activ 5-dr. In met silver, 50,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,495 

05 RENAULT Kangoo 1.2. In blue, 26,000 miles, adapted 

for wheelchair access.£3,495 

56 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Active 77 3-dr. In met orange, 

38,000 miles.£3,295 

03 VW Polo 1.4 Diesel TDi SE 5-Dr. In red with leather 

trim, 58,000 miles with sunroof, alloys.£3,295 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 
insurance .£2,995 

55 VAUXHALL Agilla 1.2 Twinport Design. In silver, 

20,000 miles only with a/c,.£2,995 

05 CITROEN C2 1.4 Diesel LX. In black, 73,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

07 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active 5-dr. In black, 57,000 miles, low 

running costs .£2,795 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

53 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting, 6 speed. In ice blue, 70,000 
miles, multi c/d, alloys.£2,195 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, 
Automatic, 7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 

58,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

MERCEDES C200 CDi Blue Efficiency Executive SE. 
In white, with black leather trim, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 
41,000 miles with leather trim .£13,495 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at.£8,995 

VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 
fantastic value at.£7,995 

08 MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.0 Diesel Warrior. In silver, 

with black leather, ideal 4x4 7-seater.£7,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-dr. In lime metallic, 44,000 

miles, a/c, etc .£6,995 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£6,995 

PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Automatic. In met blue with 

full leather, 70,000 mile convertible at.£6,995 

FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 
miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,795 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 
miles, low insurance .Reduced to £5,995 

59 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 

62,000 miles, in met silver.£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 
stylish family hatch .£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 
39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

56 FORD Mondeo ST 2.2 TDCi 5-dr. In machine silver 
with half leather heated seats, 83,000 miles . . .£4,995 

10 CHEVROLET Sport 1.2LT. In electric blue, 43,000, £30 

road tax.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In black, 

57,000 miles.£4,995 

58 CITROEN Cl 1.0 Code 5-Dr. In black, 35,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,795 

MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,695 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic .£4,495 

58 SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black 

two tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles .£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 
owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



60 MERCEDES C200 CDi 
Blue Efficiency Executive SE 

White, black leather trim, 28,000 miles 

£14,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD 
(160) Auto 

Met grey, 41,000 miles with leather trim 


£13,495 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE RACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


^ black 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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"^^^Servicing ' ^ Transmissiori Repairs T 

f Diagnostics ^ Air-Con Repairs ' ' ^ • 

\ ECU Repairs ^ Engine & Mechanical 

^MOTs £25 V Keys & Key Repair^ 
j Jr Classic Cars ^ La^rRate from £35 ■ 

^ ^ Brakes STytes v \fehicle Reco^ry 

/■" ^ Batteries & Bulbs ^ Coding & Rogramming 
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DATSCTbe Independent Spedafets only employ FactoryTrained former 
Raixtiised Dealer technicians. Ex Sytner, Ryc^ Rendragon etc. 

Can you say the same for the NO" station you currertly use? 

Don't settle fora second rate sen/ice: use the bestl 

V\ATether you have a nrtajor problem vvith your car, perhaps a Ixib^ 
or maybe you need a nnanufocturerspeciiication service. We are your 
one stop shop for German and Performance cars. 

Typicaly savirrg up to 60% off dealer prices vvithout cutting corners. 

1116 Differenoe: DATSC doesnl have a olossv showroom 


FREE Brake & Safety Check 
FREE BatteryTest & Rintout 
FREE Courtesy Cars 

inducing FREE Irtsurarice 

FREE\^hicle Collection 
FREE\^hicle\^t 

vvww.datsc.com 


We are fully authorised to work on new vehicles under Warranty 

If you've been offered a bargain service by the dealer, ask the dealers labour rate for addMonei wc^ 

In a reoemt price com pa rtoon we were £1800 cheaper than a Ror ad ie Deale r for a Ful Satvioe, New C Ubca Pads and Pluga. 


gDATSC 


Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 Wbodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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GEM sport 


Wales and the Six Nations 




UNDER THREAT WELSH PLAYERS AVOID THEIR 
WATERLOO AND PUT FRANCE TO THE SWORD 


Dragon finds its fire again to 
set up Twickenham showdown 



LEFT: 

George North 
swoops for the 
first Welsh try, as 
French defenders 
make a hash of 
things almost on 
their own line. 

BOTTOM LEFT: 
The revitalised 
Welsh pack were 
in dominant 
moody led by their 
skipper, Sam 
Warburton. 

RIGHT: The Old 
Guard spearhead 
of a front five that 
paved the way for 
victory, to keep 
the championship 
defence on track. 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


T he message for Welsh players 
before the championship-defin¬ 
ing Six Nations match with 
France at the Millennium Stadium, on 
Friday evening, was unequivocal: 

“They need to start thinking - if I don’t play 
well, it could be the last time I play for Wales” - 
head coach Warren Gatland said bluntly. 

The forthright former All Black forward 
revealed: “I’ve had conversations with a cou¬ 
ple of players and told them that their perform¬ 
ance (in the lack-lustre 26-3 loss to Ireland two 
weeks earlier) wasn’t good enough... 

“Hopefully, the players will respond, because 
it is important for us - not just in terms of this 
competition - but for a lot of those players to 
start thinking about the next 12 months and the 
Rugby World Cup.” 

A past master of applied psychology, 
Gatland’s deliberately-chosen words were 
designed not only to ratchet up pressure on 
a team still in recovery from the Dublin hor¬ 
ror show, but to raise the stakes on a clash 
with the unbeaten French that had more 
than usual significance - if the lurking 
threat to Gatland’s long-term recovery plan 
for Welsh rugby was not to be nipped in the 
bud. 

Hence players who had so badly underper¬ 
formed against the Irish were left in no 
doubt that Friday’s set-piece battle with 
France could well be their rugby Waterloo, 
in terms of an international future with 
Wales, if that insipid display was repeated. 

Which no doubt explained the energy and 
urgency they showed from the outset, charg¬ 
ing full tilt into the startled enemy ranks 
and going 11 points up within 12 minutes 
through two penalties by Leigh Halfpenny 
(one from all of 45 metres); which sand¬ 


wiched a try by wing-turned-centre George 
North, who followed up the full back’s 
clever chip ahead and took advantage of a 
defensive faux pas to touch down and set the 
stadium alight. 

Halfpenny for once failed to convert, and 
within minutes, France thought they too had 
scored - but the try was disallowed for a 
knock-on by Irish referee Alain Rolland 
(who had controversially sent off Wales’ 
skipper Sam Warburton in the 2011 World 
Cup semi-final). 

Lively scrum half Jean-Marc Doussain 
reduced the arrears with a penalty at the 
scrum - though there was to be no repeat of 
the torrid time a strangely lethargic Welsh 
pack endured in Dublin - as the rejuvenated 
front row of man-of-the-match Gethin 
Jenkins, Richard Hibbard and Adam Jones, 
laid down a marker for what was to prove a 
herculean effort up front that would spread 
through the ranks - and to which their 
shaken opponents ultimately had no answer. 

The trio were powered in the second row 
engine room by dynamic new pairing Luke 
Charteris and the newly-drafted in Jake 
Ball, whose impressive first start perform¬ 
ance amply demonstrated Wales’ current 
strength in depth. 

The front five’s forceful efforts won a 
penalty at the scrum, again eagerly snapped 
up by Halfpenny, and when Doussain failed 
with a second penalty attempt, his side’s 
kicking duties were taken over by outside 
half Jules Plisson —who narrowed the gap to 
14-6 when this time Wales were penalised at 


the set-piece engagements, which were now 
patently testing referee Rolland’s patience. 

However, the 73,000-plus supporters who 
had braved a dank February evening in 
Cardiff, were clearly revelling in a gal¬ 
vanised, wholly-committed Welsh display 
rebuilt on a familiar iron-clad defence, but 
with added pace and intensity - due in no 
small measure to the backs thriving on a 
quick service from nippy new cap Rhys 
Webb at scrum half. 

In this regard, media reports that the 
usual incumbent, Mike Phillips, had been 
‘dropped’ from the team as a punishment 
following the Irish drubbing were somewhat 
misplaced, given that nowadays the ‘team’ 
comprises 23 ~ as underlined when he came 
on as a replacement in the second half. 

(No doubt, though, Gatland saw it as a 
timely incentive for that famously-competi- 
tive individual to regain his starting slot!) 

With the Welsh scrum and line-out hold¬ 
ing firm, and the French eight unable to 
gain the upper hand there or at the break¬ 
down, where Warburton was having one of 
his best games for Wales, in tandem with 
Dan Lydiate and Taulupe Faletau, the visi¬ 
tors’ efforts became ever more desperate. 
Two more penalty infringements saw 
Halfpenny take the score to 20-6 at halftime. 

The changeover brought no change in 
French fortunes, with another missed penal¬ 
ty and attacks foundering on poor handling 
and an unyielding defence, with every Welsh 
hand at the pump - exemplified by outside 
half Rhys Priestland’s brave try-saving tack¬ 


le on man mountain centre, Mathieu 
Bastareaud. Meanwhile, referee Rolland 
finally ran out of patience with repeated 
problems in setting the scrum and dis¬ 
patched props Jenkins and Nicolas Mas to 
the sin bin - to be followed soon afterwards 
by No 8 Louis Pacamoles, as French frustra¬ 
tion boiled over into indiscipline. 

Halfpenny for once misjudged his penalty 
attempt but minutes later, Wales put the seal 
on a conclusive victory when Jamie Roberts 
carved his way imperiously through scat¬ 
tered defenders almost to the posts - with 
skipper Warburton fittingly on hand to com¬ 
plete the movement, stretching out at arm’s 
length to place the ball on the try line. 

Halfpenny slotted over the simple conver¬ 
sion to make the score 27-6 and with 10 min¬ 
utes to full time, all remaining Welsh 
replacements came on, including at last, the 
ever-patient James Hook. 

There was time for France to summon one 
last desperate attempt to storm the Welsh 
barricades, but to no avail. The defence, as 
ever, held firm and as the ball hobbled out 
of play, the final whistle sounded on a 
remarkable recovery that, while not perfect, 
sees buoyant Wales heading over the Severn 
in two weeks’ time for a momentous show¬ 
down that could have a decisive bearing on 
the destination of the championship trophy. 

England, with ambitions of their own, hav¬ 
ing narrowly disposed of Wales’ conquerors 
Ireland by 13-10, will not be lacking in con¬ 
fidence in front of a packed-out 
Twickenham, and will be on a revenge mis¬ 
sion after being denied last year’s Six 
Nations title with a humiliating 30-3 defeat 
in Cardiff. 

It promises to be yet another epic battle 
royal with that extra needle! 






























